
Synposiiu;zmzo Ch risliant Uniy.-'

rnay be one even as wve are," (verse 21) " That they may ail be one
even as thon Father art in me and 1 in tliee tliat they also may be
in uis," and foi what purpose was this prayer made by Jesus ? For
exaely the sanie reason thot, we ougcht to have in these days of un-
belief, -viz :CC Ihat the world =ny believe that thou didst send me."
Twice these words are used and Lt is our fault as Protestant Christians
that there are so znany scoffers.

Tw'ning from the headl of the Ohurcli to the Clrnrcli itself under
the Apostles we see different branches in different countries, but the
one Chiurch. Mhen the great and burning question of the circuri-
cision oz' the Gentiles camie up and the Churchles at Antioch, Syria
and Cilicia, iwere stirred over it, there wvas no sr ver-ance of the
organic unity. We read in the XV of Acts, how -%isely the Churcli at
Jerusalemn acted in non-essentials not enforeing uni formity at the
expense of unity.

The decision as pronounced by the Apostle James is the mag-ni-
ficent outcome of a Catholie spirit ini a niatter far surpassing in its
disturbing power anything that lias since threatened the Chureh's
peace, flot exceptiurg the "Ainheresy," wvhen the youthi of dtt
Clmrches is considered. The effort of one section wvas to put a yoke
on another section of the disciples; it vias a determined effort> but
the Spirit of Christ overruled bigotry and prejudice, and James
voiced the conclusion of the council at Jertisalem ini the words re-
corded in the 19th verse : "'Wlerefore my judgment is that %we
trouble not them which from among, the Gentiles turu. to, God, but
that we write unto them that they abstain from the pollution of ido]s
and from fornication and from wliat is strangled and fromn blood,"
and at the 22nd verse,' the unity -without uniformity stands proven
as we read, 'I Tien Lt seerned good te the Aposties and the Eiders
withi the whole Churcli to chouse men ont of their compaîxy and send
thema to Antiochi, with Paul and Barnabas, viz.: Judas called Bar-
sabas -ad Silas chief men anioug the brethren.; » and they wrote thus
by them, - The .Apostles and the Eider Brethren, unto the brethiren
which are of the Gentiles iu Antiocli and Syria and Cilicia greeting:
For as much as Nve have heard that certain whicli went out from. us
have trûubled you with Nwords subverting- your souls, to ivhoni -ve
g-ave no comniaudment; It seemed good unto us hiavine, corne to one
accord te choose out men and send them unto you." &o.. &c. Here
then is evideuce that the united Churcli had ivithini it that Spiritual
elasticity that La everywhere, conformable with the Spirit of Christ,


