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Illions, one hundrcd thousand francs en-
pgdin yotir buildings ?'l

"iYes, sir."3
ulMake me a sale of these buildiags for two

mlions, uwo hundred tbousand francs and yen
dll bo quite extricated front Vour difEculites."

"SBut, sur," replied M. Dancau, with vexa-
* -astonislied and disappointed ai such an

-r ,and forgeîting that ibis same mnan, who
usoffering teobuy a property for two mil lions,

liro hundîed thousand francs, lied just before
ressed sucb an urgent need of four hundred

ousand francs,-" ibis would deprive me of

'he profits of my undertain."

ney have you embarked in it?"
I.Only îbree hundred thousanti francs ta

*in with; all the rest bas been procurcd by
.=esive borrowings."

"The result will bo then, that with ihrec
dred îhousand francs yon will have rcaliz-

in one year, a gain of ono hnndred thousand
es; that is, thirty-thîee and one-ihird per

t on your capital. Now Idonotknowa.ny
xumerce that gives sueh exorbitant results,

as to Ibo bankling business, about wbose
ofls there la sucb an outcry, it la far from
ing onc-fourth, of such interest, upon cap-
ihat is ofuen engage upon very siiglîî
rity."

;'Tbat mnay be,*' said the builder,; but in
y case, do aot forget thai 1 have brui to pay

interest of the money borrowcd, and al
expeases of dccds, renewals-, &c."

r-True," replied the bunker; Ilsanme a-low-
ce must be made for uhose things, I szuppose.-"
'Thon 1 shai! have run ail the ris-ks cf ihis

aezking, aad labonred a wholc vear-
"To gain one hundred îhousaad franc,*

pied Dtiraad; "nd not --e had ptiy,
er, considering what you hegun with."
WIell, sir," szid Danemu, with o of those

eents of resolurion, induced by despair,
-ive me îwa millions, four hundred thousand

e, and it la a barsgain.*"
ltue banker locked up the decd of morigage
biis bureau, and rel.fie cldly-" 'Monsieur

eau, I have donc dl Ilia: I coula :e sairc
and amn sorry te sec iba: 1 have donc se

no purposc. Farcwcil, sir. 3McasieurTre-
au %ill s-e you about theliqitidation cf your

t. With me thûs negciauion la ai an

ntu, si. i
*.don mc, M. Danenu; zny lime is not =ny
*ad Whcen you consider- iba ml. le comte

*Lozcoai bus beea wahiag soute honis for~

an interview, I arn surc you will agrec with
me that it is time lie vas admitted ;" and 80

saying-, ho wavcd his hand as a gesture of dis-
missal, wbich the unfortunato mechanic found
himsclf compelled, to obey. Even during the
latter part of titis conversation, the banker bad
basîily scrawled on a slip of papier, which hie
now sont to M. Tremont, these words-

IlBe firm in the affair of M1. Daneau, and we
shall obtain for two millions, two hundred thon-
sand francs, a property wortb upwards of thrce
milions."

At ibis moment, the Count was introduced,
and those Iwo impor tant personarges were, for
the fist lime, left ide a idc.

Il -Monsieur de Lozeraie seemed to feel an em-
barrassment concerrxing what ho was about te
say, that -%as evideatly zningled with rosent-
ment, at the impertinent manner in which hc
had been loft wvaiting sevemal bouis in theante-
room. This resen tment, howeyer, was searce-
ly perceptible ia bis counicnance or inanner,
althougb the banker's keen ponctration dis-
covercd, under the polished case of his address,
that lie had sorely wounded the Counî's v'aniiy;
axîd hie feut assured thot nothing but imperioua
ncccss-ity coula have compelicd such a man to
pocket such an affront.

Monsicur Durand took care then, not to re-*
licire him of bis cmbarrassmexn by any of those
simple, but usual exchangcs of politeness--, tirat
%roula havc given hîm trne to break the ice-
Re mz-zciy offcred him a seat, and thoen traking
one hixuself, at once put himself i-,io an aiti-
tude of attcntion, withou: sayving a s3'llable.

-Monsieur. de Lozerale, t-herefore, found hlm-
self compcllcd ta speak first, and beingauxionts
te subduc the humiliaiing agitation thai pos-
sesscd lîir, ho made so violent ai: efiort ta ap-
*.ear calm, that lie plunged hecadlong into an
impertinent bhininess, instcad of stopping at
thejusLc milieu of firrn p04iitencss.

111 hairc beer. pretty persc-venng, youse,
said h, in a playful tonc, which ho iniended
shoud bc gracinus; but which savourcd of
rudencae"m aewnd oredlauc
for 1 amn cerne ton.knowledg-c the zsoecigniy
of riches, and 1 hope 1 shal r.ot find lu zoo
tyrannical. The mighuy gectallys.hew thexu-

a formnai met of 'cubmisslon"'
M. Durand dia not choose to accept cf a

-conversation in ibis triftling tonc; hoe therefore
replicd gravly-

-l have very liuile lime for a grcat dcal of
busines, Xonskeur le Comte, and this must


