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THIE DUKE OF WELLINGTON.

Beresford with his wing conunenced operationg
by marching over some most difficult ground
to the attack, aud by carrying the village of
Montblanc. Freyre then moved forward with
his Spaniards under a very heavy five of both
musketry and cannon, and soon gained the
heights of Pugade, where his men lodged
themselves under some banks, close to the
enemy’s entrenchiments. They then attempted
the heights of Calvinet, but were driven back
with greatloss.  They rallied, but as soon as
they approached a hollow road which lay in
their path, the French opened uponthemsuch
a tremendous five that they fled in the utmost
panic. Lord Wellington immediately covered
them with Ponsonby’s cavalry, and a heavy
fire of reserve artillery, which, joined to a
threatened movement of the light division,
soon compelled their pursuers to retire. Muan-
while Picton had been ordered to make a false
attack on the bridge of Jumean, but rashly
leading his men across ground on which they
were exposed to a most awful fire, to reach
works which could only be taken by escalade,
he suffered a lose of 400 men, and a decisive
repulse.  Soult had now only to improve the
advantage thrown in his way, to have secured
a brilliant victory. In the interim, however,
Beresford having left his artillery at Mont-
blane, had been making with the fourth and
sixth divisions a flank movement of two miles
overmarshy ground, never out of cannon rauge,
and often within musket shot; and having
now completed his dangerous and diflicult
march, he formed at the foot of the French
position, a height crowned by 14,000 infantry.
Scarcely were his preliminaries arranged when
he was furiously attacked, but a2 shower of
rockets threw the French troopsinto disorder;
a gallant charge, and the hill was mounted,
and two redoubts carried at the bayonet's
point.  The combat wasnow suspended ; and,
during the truce, Soult reinforced his right
with his reserves, and Beresford received his
artillery.  About two o'clock, a Highland and
a Portuguese brigade, which in the failure of
Freyre's opening attack had maintained their
ground under cover ofa hill, suddenly assaulted
and won the redoubts of Columbette and Cal-
vinet, with the other defences there.  The
French retorted by a murdervus fire and a
tremendous onslaught, bul though they re-
gmained Colombette, they could not drive the
Highlanders from the hill.  The sixth division
now advanced, and forced the enemy back,
so that the whole hill was oncg more in the
hands of the allies.  Beresford had also gained
the greatest part of Mont Rave, and the battle
was won—for Soult the next night abandoned
the town, now cpen to fire from the heights,
and made a forced march of twenty-two miles
to Ville Franche.  The losses on both sides
were very great.  On the English 595 were
killed, 4,046 (including Generals Pack, Men-

dizabel, and Espeletic) wounded, and cighteen

missing.  Soult's loss might be a thousand
less; but he leftin the hands of the allies three
generals (Havispe, St. Hilaive, and Bauret),
1600 prisoners, cight cannons (one of which
was tahen in the fight), and an immense maga-
zine of stores of every description.  Ile had,
in all, five generals disabled.

With this battle terminated the Peninsular
war—for the fatal sortie from Bayonne cannot
beincludedin the struggle; and Lord Welling-
ton had now only to reap the rewards of his
glorious and unequatled services.  From all
the powers of Europe he received the most
gratifying marks of respeet.  The King of
Spain addressed a letter to him, couched in
the warmest terms of gratitude.  The Emperor
of Austria conferred on him the order of Maria
Theresa; the King of Pru sia, that of the
Black Eagle; the Crown Prince of Sweden,
the military- order of the Sword. lie was
raised to a Dukedom in England, and received
the thanks of Parliament; and on the 10th of
May the House of Commons, in compliance
with smessage firom the Prince Regent, voted
him the interest of £400,U000 consols, to beat
any time commutzd for that sum, and invested
in the purchase of an estate to support his
rank. 1Iis Grace took his seat in the Jouse
of Lords, and recedved the thanks of the assem-
bled Peers in an culogistic speech from the
Lord Chancellor.  On the st of July, the
Duke personally thanked the louse of Com-
mons for the liberal provision they had made
for him, and was received with the greatest
honour and respect.  Tu fact, the whole king-
dom regarded him with the deepest feelings of
veneration and gratitude.

The cseape of Napoleon from Elba once
more called the Duke into the field, and led
to the crowning victory of Waterloo. That
hattle has been so often deseribed that it is
unnecesary to enter upon it here. We all
know that it was, perhaps, the most signal
hattle that was ever fought, and made England
the arbitress of the destinies of the world.

The loss of the British and German legion
alone was computed at 11,060 and Tud oflicers
in Killed and wounded, and almost cvery
officer of the Dukce's staif had been struck
doxn. The entire loss of the allicdarmy was
cstimated at the lowest at 15,000 men, and
might, with killed, wounded, and missing, be
even veckoned at 20,000, The French loss
was £o cnormous asalmost to defy calculation.

The Duke himself has described the hattle
inn fow words, in 2 letter to Marshal Beres-
ford, dated 2nd July, 1515 :—

“You will have heard of our battle of the
1Sth.  Ncver did I seesuch a ponnding mach.
Both were what the boxers call ‘gluttons
Napolcon did not manacuvre at all. e just
jmoved forward in the old style, in calumus,
tand was driven offin the old style.  The only
*difference was, that he mixed cavalry with his




