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Glontributions.
The Order of Confirmation
Notwithstanding that the discussion

of this subject in tho pages of Tur
Evanostisr must be getting rather
wearitomo to our readers, wo think it
necessary to make a brief responso to
tho Rev. Mr, Bovan'a Jast communica.
tion—but it shall bo very brief, for an
elaborato snewer is no! needed,

Certainly Lis language is frank and
eatily underatood, though fow, if any,
will Leliove his atatenionta: *'.A ishop
can do exactly what the apostles did,
and no more or less,” *“Tho apostles
werd MRN, and therefore 1aid on their
hande ; and what they did our bishops
liavo dono from the duys of the aposties
down to the present moment.”

This is surely High Church with a
vengeanco, higher than -the Church of
Rome, withamuch lower Aistorie record
for apostolic succession, and is a falso
and presumptuous claim, which wo be-
lieve to bo in discordnnco with the
viows of the moro humble and uapro.
teatious of Mr. Bevan's own chureh,
Lot tho reader contrast what is cmbod.
ied in tho following words with the
gifts ard powers of modern bishops,
and it is cnough : * God also bearing
them (thoso who heard the Lord) wit
ness both with eigns and wonders, and
with divers miracles and gifis of tho
Holy Ghost,sccording to Fis own will"
(Hob. it 1).

In regand to.tho commission, as re-
corded in Matthew, embLracing only tho
Gentiles, is an assumption without any
siriptural proof. As Luke vecords it
in his gospel, and aleo-in tho sccond
chapter of Acts, the npostles, as suon
as they were ualified, began "at Jeru.
salem " ‘‘to preach tho gospal,” and,
{or tho Brat time, there announced the
conditions of parden; and further than
this, Peter calls to tho mind of the
Jows, whon preaching in the temple,
their priority in privilege when he
sayr: “ Unto you rinsr God, having
raired up his Sou Jesus, sent 1Him to
bless you, in turning away every one
of you from his iniquities” (Acta iii, 26).

Now,it is reallytoo bad tobring forth
& scripture which scems to flatly contra-
dict a clergyman, but truth demands it.
Mr. Bevan says that the word trans.
lated ** nations " with the articlo nlways
weans the Gentiles only: ™ In every
place it means just what I said, viz, the
heathen world, outside Jerusalem ;"
and furtheron @ ' Thia distinction runs
through the whole Now Testament.”

In Matt, xxv. 32, we havo tho fol-
lowing wordsof Christ addreased to the
Jows: * And beforo 1[im sball bo gath-
ercd all nations "=t Panta ta othng,”
which are precisely the asme words, in.
cluding, of course, the article, as o
used in the commission, Will our cor-
reapondent say that ¢ all nations” in
this passago did not include tho Jewad
And, furthermore, we wonder that the
fast has Leen overlooked that in somo
of the pasaages quoted the distinetion
between tho Jow and Gentilo is stated
—*Give nono offence, neither to the
Jows nor tho Gentiles,” which distine-
tlon is often nccessary, for in soveral
places in the Now Testament the Jewa
aro aleo called a nation. Lot ono quo.
tation suflice, tho words ¢f Ono who
spako by divino impulse:; ¢ And this
spako bie, not of himself, bul boing high
pricst that yesr ho prophesied that
Jesun should dio for that nation ; and
not for that nation anly, but that also
Ho sbould gather together in ono tho
children of God that wero seattered
abroad ¥ {John xi. 51, 52},

As this ought to close tho contro-
versy, which is otcupying too much
space, ond is to such a lazgo oxtent bo-

pace of tho fctter before ue, in which
the following words occur: * Infant
baptism fa tho acknowledgment of a
fact, viz., that Christisnity is the here.
ditary religion of vast communitica of
the human race.”

Hereditary means ** capable of being
transmitted from a parent to a child.”
Hence, accordiog to tho above quota.
tion, Christionity can bo transmitted
from a parent to his child 1 Or, as it is
pit in o provious period: * Even by a
natural birth he is born within the
privilegos of tho kingdom ; holy fruit
of a holy tree, bo i baptized.”

Why baptized, if tho excgesis of 1
Cor. vil. 14 given by Mr. Bovan bc
correet § The clild Is holy in a spirit.
ual scnse, and yot in the baptism of
theso “ holy " infants as n wivister of
tho Church of England he bhas to u~e
tho following words when ho Laptizes
them : * Dearly beloved, forasmuch as
all mon aro conccived and Lorn in sin,
nnd that our Saviour Christ saith none
can onter into the kingdom of God ex.
cept ho bo regerorate and born anew of
water and the Holy Ghost, [ Leseceh
you to call upon God the Father, through
our Lord Jesus Chriat, that of His
bounteous roerey ho will grant ¢» this
c¢hild that thing which by nature ke san-}
not have, that ho may bo baptized with
water and the Holy Ghost, and received
into Chrlst's holy church, and be made
a lively member of the eame.”—DBook
of Common Prayer.

Instcad of nll this, lot us, dear reader,
bo satisfied in regard to infants dying
befoto thuy coromit sin in their own
person that Christ's words aro in every
cays verified : ¢ OF auch is tho kingdom
of God,” and Instruct all who aro res.
poneiblo to oboy tho Gospel that they
shall do 80 in accordance with the great
commission of our Lord and Saviour.

E. SUEFPAYD.
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To the Ministers of the Christian
Churches .

Reverend Sirs,—We take tho liberty
of addressing you on wuat wo cannot
but fcel to be a matter of most
momentous importesnco, not wmoroly
from a social, but also from o retigions
point of viow.  We nced scarcely ro-
mind you that the conditions at pros-
ont oxisting in society are anything
but eatisfactory, nor do wo sco any
tendeucy for them to becomo any bote
tor, nnless groat improvemonts aro
roado in our laws,

Tho trausformation in the rasthods
of producing wealth during tho past
two centuties have Leen so oxtra.
ordinary, that in many departments
wo produce ton, twonty or a hundred.
fold what could bo produced a fow
centurics ago.

What comes of that abundance ?
Doosit go ea the roward of industry to
tho toilera? Does it go to tho mon
to whose induslry it is dao, to tho
men who work ten lours & day, and
tho women who work twelvo or fouy.
toon houra a day, or are we maintain.
jug somo wmothod soriously anjust,
wheroby the Inborer is deprived of the
proper reward of bis industry ?

Tho increaso of population on this
coutinent ia oco of tho wonders of
history. Io & hundred yoars the
population of this country aud of the
noighboring ropublic has increasod

inoreased with tenfold greater rapidity.
Tho effect, coneequently, is that there is
less available Jand lor eack. In our
largo citios, therefore, wo sce people
crowding into bask alleys, close, stully
tznements, often wholo familics ¢com-
pelled to crowd icto ono apartmont,
4il} it is impossible 1o observe proper-
ly tho decencios of lifo, and nnything
liko the dovolopmont of a full.orbed
wmanhood—morally and physically—or
tho proper onjoyment of tho bleasings
of oxistenco, aro utterly ont of tho
question,

Wo lake the Jiberty of asking what
is tho teaching of Obristianity respect-
ing theto two facts, pamely The
abundance in products caused by io-
dustry, and tho scarcity in land caus-
ed by the crowding of population ?
DPoos Obristianity teach that thoso
Lo by their industry cause abundance,
vhould be punished with ecarcity,
whilo anothor portion of socioty should
bo endowed with the-power to appro-
priato a large sharo of tho product,
pot because thoy had aided in any
way in Dbogetling that product, but
mainly on account of the monopoly of
land, capecially in tho Iarger centres
of population,

That is tho law of this country to-
day, and it is to this regulation that
wo desiro most carnesily to call your
attontion.

To many of us this question is of
the moet momontous importance, On
what principle can it bo justified, that
thoso whoindustriously and beneficent.
Iy bring forth products in lavieh abund.
auce, should obtain only seareity—poor
Lomeg, conrss clothing, dograded social
standing, inadequate education, while
other men apd women who wugither
toil nor spin enjoy oxceeding abund.
aunce,

Is this Christianity ? Is this ron.
dering to overyone his due ? Ig this
boneaty, or is it tion ? ls thie
thie rightoondues, 1hatwe aro oxhdrted
80 carnestly {o seck and to follow ?
Whet prospeet to-tho most of us doos
tho futuro offer? Every increaso of
population but increases the tributo
that labor must surrender for oecupy-
ing tho earth.  Wherover population
is likely to centre, thero awaits the
speeniator to extort from na tho pro-
dacts of our industry. Every increaeo
of population, tucreases his power to
appropriate, and our compulsion to
yield up our produet, His growing
fortuno is tho wmeasuro of our msfor-
tuno, bis exaltation involres our do-
gradation. No mattor how many
years wo may contiwue this payment,
no matter how many millions wo may
surrender, our obligation never dimin.
ishos or draws nearer au end. No
matter how rauch wo may increaso the
prodnclivonoss of our industry,-the
regulations al presont in force will
placo us under & tribute o groat that
it will always keop s and our succes.
so0ra impoverished.

Wo caonot enppress tho thouglit
that wo aro liviog woder conditions
radically and terribly unjust. Brouglit
into life, into this universe, mith its
imwmunse poseiluihities and its wondrous
surroundings, can we bo satisfied with
thir regulations that now etist, regula-
ticon that must doom us and our sno.
cessors, {0 be tho mere dradges of
socioty, to degrading sorvitude, and
deprivod of thoso advantages of culture
and rofinemont that should be our
desert, excladed from that higher
learning, that iutellcetual prowose,
* which doth so onuoble the man,”
sod subjected to au injustice that
oxcludes us from our fair shiaro of the
advantagos of the civilization we should
onjoy ?

Whon wo look at the glorions

from less than four millions to soventy

character of the toaching of Christ,

como irrelovant to tho subject in hand, | millis ne—noarly twontylold. At tho heralding its dawn wnth the angolid
wo will very briey refer to the third feamo timo the urban population Liasichiorus of peace and good.will to men,

appealing at onco to tho deepost scnei-
bilities of tho soul and the loftiest con.
cepions of tho intollect, basing its
foundation dcep on tho principle of
justice, oreoting its structure in right.
consness and trulh, crowning all, aur.
roundivg all, pormesting all, with tho
dominance of love, calling oun mon
everywhoro to yield up their souls in
loyal foalty to their highest couvie.
tions of duty, and ovor endeavoring to
weave buranity into one glorions bond
of harmony snd brotherhood ; whon
wo Jook at this and thou behold the
hideons contrast in our eocial condi.
tions, wo cannot but feol that this sub-
jeet is by all moans travscendently
the most impoziant to which wo could
ask yoor atlention,

Instead of equity wo find inequity ;
inatead of society dovoloping symmetn.
cally, we sve tho growth of two mon-
strositiecs—millionarios at ono ond of
socioty, aud trataps at tho other; in-
stead of honosty, wo fiad ono part of
society living by the spolintion of tho
other, instead of each toiling for tho
bouofit of all, wo find ono portion
oppressed, doubly burdened and im-
vovorished, while tho otker Juxuriates
in epecial priviloges,

Wo appual to you as the evangels of
a Holy Gospel—thoe ostonsiblo loaders
in othical culture; are wo asking too
muck when wo appeal to you to raise
your voices with us in carnest protest
against tho injuetice that now weighs
with such torrible burdon on 80 largo
& portion ol God's children ?

Rospeotfully yours,
F. E. Tirus,
Chairrian Jownt Commitiee,

Take a Religious Paper,
Brethren.

A correspondont of a contemporary
BAYE i
My observation has been that broth-

ron who take and read a good church
paper ero, as arule, almost without
excoption {foromost in avory good work,
Familics that are strangers to the
literntare of tho chureh canuot keep
abreast of tho religious progress of tho
times, This I regard as esscntial ton
vigo.ous, aggressivo Christianity.

A religious paper ought 1o be in
overy Christian homo. And it ought
to bo regularly read by every momber
of that homo that is ablo to read.

Congregationgs could render no
greator sorvico {o tho communily than
to gco that every family of tho church
(it ot of tho community) hias a chureh
paper.

Tho head of.a Christian honaghold
should as soon think of dispensing with
almost anything clee as to think of
retrenching by giving up his papor.
It is not to bo considered p luxury
wnly, but a necossity. Tho man who
begins to economizo by leaving ont of
his caleulations a roligious paper is
the poorost coonomist in the world,

For the forcgoing and tho following
reasous take a good paper, brethron :—

1. It koeps you posted in tho work
of the ehurch at Lhome and abroad,

2, It keops you in symopathy with
the whole ohareh,

8. It belps you in your study of
God's word. .

4. It gives you a Lroad coneeption
of Chrisiianity.

G. It sweotons and cheors lomo
life,

6. It gives you n goneral knowledgo
of what is goiug on in this world,

Thesoaro only a fow of the innumer.
ablo roasons that might be assigued.
Wo havo a periodical literataro that
will comparo favorably with that of any
toligious denomination and that is &
credit {o any home.

It you want to be a bright, active,
aggrossive Christinn, my brother, read

your Biblo and a good religions papor.

Zelections.
The Bible.,

1ast thow ever heard
QOf ench a Book? the Author~God’
Himeell.
The subject—God and mau, salvation,

ife,

Anddoath—oternallife, alernaldoath—

Droad words | whoso meaning has no
ond, no bonnda|

Most wondrous book T bright candle of”
to Lord !

Star of etefnity | the only star

By which the bark of man could pavi-

gate

Tho sea of hfe, and gain the coast of
bliss

Beourely ; only atar whish rose ou
Tiroe,

Am}’l?n its dark aud tronbled billows,
atil),

As generation, drifting swiltly by,

Succeedod generation, throw a ray

Of beaven's awn hght, and to the bills
of God,

Tho cternal hills, pointed tho siuner’s.
e,

—Pollock,

Should the Church Furnish
Amusement ?

Tuore is a great demand for some-
thing attractivo in conucction with tho
clinrclh and Sunday rehiool. The music
rust bo charming, tho preaching en.
tertaining, and the exercises of tho
Bunday school such as will draw and
pleaso tho children. Meu ate not eo
unwise as to jnsist on such qualities in
connoction with other institutions
established for tho improvemont and
progress of socicty, Do paronts send
thoir children to sehool to bo amused ¢
Do thoy require factories to furnish
altraclive satertainments for yonug
peoplo boforo thoy will sond their sons
to learn o lrade? Children go to
scliool to learn, not to bo amused.
Young weon entor a factory or a store
to Jearn business and to work, ust to
bo entertained. Tho remuneration and
the prospect of promotion furnish snf-
ficient attraction. Tho tooner parents
learn that tho Stnuay echool and
churcl: aro not places of entertainment
the. Letter. Tho less winisters and
leachers pauder to tho thirst” for
armusement the botter. They are called
to teach, not to nmuse., Let all men
kuow that they may expect religions
insteuction and comfort aud holp in
tho houso of God, and this will deaw,
—Christian Advocale.

Domestic Thunderstorms.

Wo bhavo Leard it asserled that a
quarre]l now and then in a family is
not a bad thing—that it purifics the
domestic atmospbere, rendering it
pleasant and salubrious for somo time:
to cemo; in short, that it is to tho
houschold air what a thundergust is to
the general vloment.

Whoso reacons thaa is a simpleton.
Eyelightnings are neither agreeablo
when *the eparks of fury” are being
projected nor as thoy flash through
tho recollection, and {ongao-thundoer
rovorborates through the moemory for
nsany a long day aftor the storm, It
is an egregious mistake 2o suppose that
sharp words spokon in anger are sooun
forgotten. Thoy often ent deop, and
in somo cases tho wounds nover en.
tirely hosl. Crimination and reerimi.
nation wcto nover yot freely and fro-
quently indulged io by man and wife
without begetting onmity betweon
them, or, to eny at least, without de-
siroying theic ostoom for each other.

Marriage does not chango human
nature, and it is not human natoro to
love snybody one is continually quar.
relling with.  Pottish wives snd snrly
husbauds are advised tn make a pote
of this; also all kappy pairs fresh fzom
tho altar who desiro to keop bappy.—
Ledger,




