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DEMOSZ'ZZENES' "IDE COPONA."

\~ I ~ H lcararteristie that pre-
ëminently distinguishes

S man fromn the lower ani-
mals is language. Were

* this to be a disquisition
on the faculty of speech,
we should have ample
food for reflection in the
curious theories of the
learned as to the origin
and development of

tongues; but as the aimi is mierely to cai
attention for a fewv fleetinig moments to
the most finishied, the miost pathetie, the
inost magnificent resuit in oratory ever
achieved by a voice simply human, 1
arn fain to put aside ail phiiological dis-
cussion.

At a time like this, wvhen the communi-
cation of international thoughit 15. so wide-
spread; in a couiitry like ours, wherein the
tongue and the pen are, indeed, " mighitier
than the sword "; and in a commnunity that
prides itseif upon inteilectual refinernent,
there appears, in rny humble judginent,
no need for an apology in asking you to
coine with mie in spirit up the river of the
agres, froin this vigyorous new wvorld into
another world that, comparatively oid and
decrepit now, -%vas yet in the heyday of its
lusty prime, when the thunders of 1)enmos-
thenes found an echo in ail the huis of
Hellas.

*It may be prernised. that this great
Oration on the Crown> is a curious

monument of the perfection to w'hich the
Grcek IRepublics had brought their legis-
lative system, a fact evidenced by the
Deccrees read and the iaws quoted by the
orator; it is, too, a wondrous disclisure
of the comipiicated miachinery of thoughit,
of the " wheeis within wheels '» of hu-
mnan motives, of the unchang-ed and
unchangeable but ever capricious pas-
sions of wliat, for wvant of a better name,
W'e aire pleased to cati Humian
Nature; but, more than al, it is an as-
touniding proof of the power of Genius,
that divine sp)ark vihich, at rare intervais
falis fromn God's consuming fire into human
hearts. :

In these last days of Grecian iiberty,
when a king of Macedon-one of the outer
" barbarians "-was head of the Am-ý
phictyonic Couincil ; when the gold of
Philip had been as full of harmn to Grecian
patriotism as his arais had been prodigal
of ruin to Grecian freedom, on the field of
Chreronea ; and yet when men had flot
clanked the fetters of slavery long enough
to deaden ail sound of the tremendous
naines of Marathon aud Thermopylae, it
need not excite surprise that in that
meinorable year, 330 B.C., the Hll of the
D)ikasts at Athens was thronged to over-
flowing by the multitudes that, from al
pa~crts of Greece, fiocked to hear éE schines
imi)each Ctesiphon, and, through Ctesi-
phori, Demiosthenes. From this impeach-
ment arose the wvorld-fainous "Oration on
the Crowvn."

The unlearned and, bc it said with
bated breath, possilhly even some Univer-
sity graduates whio have unwisely put
Greek anion- the optional subjects, may
vaguely regard the "De Coronà " as either
a p)anegyric of republican institutions or a
diatribe against mnonarchy. It is neither.
It wvas a speech made by Demosthenes in
defence of a quasi-client, Ctesiphon, who
hiad been accused by JEschines and his
faction of the crime of "Paranoiza,>' a word
wvhich cannot, I think, be better defined
in English than as 'la breach of the Con-
stitution." The accused man,an ordinary
citizen of Athens, had proposed a decree
that, according to the Athenian usage, the
State shouid bestow a crown of goid on
Demnosthenes in grateful and ioving testi-
miony of his civic virtues.

Taking advantage of an obsolete law
that no miagistrate or public officiai should
receive such a reward from the State until
hie had gyiven an accounit of his steward-
ship into the hands of the people, and
openly expressing doubt as to the patriot-
ismn and virtue of 1)emosthenes, Îschines,
the bitter foc of the man whom Ctesiphon
proposed to honour, objected to the
D)ecree, and duly registered his protest ac-
cording to law. But in the ups and downs
of that storinytime, and on the shiftingsands


