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hundred years ago, f should answer, In the tIloough?2ess and
the intelligence itli zwlich the Bible is beireg stucU cd. Nover
before was there so fixed and widc-spread a determination to
know everything that can be kxîown about the sacî'ed books.
Nover beforo vvere the Biblical anuesaal other languages,
whiose philology or literature can be expected to throw the Ieast
rzay of additional Iighit on the sacred page, studicd so diligo,'ntly,
so scicntifically, so minutely, or by so vast a nuinber of schiolars.
Tho literatures of ancietit Assyria, Babyloiai-, and Egypt liave
beeîî unearthced and deciphiered, and aire beiing studied, ]argely
because of the lighit thecy may throw upon Biblical hiistory.
The greoraiphy and the archlogjlý,y of the Bible lands are being
studied as minuteiy and enthusiastically as the languages.
Learned societies are organized for the promotion of the various
dopartinents of Biblical research. Periodicals alinost without
nuinber are published in this interest. The press sends forthi a
conlstant and copious streain of learned and popular works on
the Bible, an(] more copies of the book itself, it is probable, are
circulated at present iii one year than were circulated during
the ii-st sixteen hiundred ycars of C'hristian history. Thoen the
popular study of the Bible in thie Sunday Seliools of thie wvorld,
in connection mith the various young people's, organizations.,, in
Bible clubs, etc., to say notbing of the inultitudes of earnest
private students among the learncd and the unlearned, is incon-
ceivatble in its extent, and its beneficent resuits are beyond
computation. It is truc thiat the critical study o? the Bible lias
flot alwavs, been conducted %Nitli Uic reverence that is mneet, and
that conjectural criticisîn lias often gone fatr beyond the lirnits
thiat sound science would preie~ribe; but this is a mere incident
in the world-wide and enthiusiastie study of the Bible, and
irreverent and unsound eriticisîni is sure to be corrected by
criticisiiî that is reveront aud sound. I think we may rest in
the fit-i assurance that tie word of God ean endure ail the
criticismn to wichl it miay be subjected, hiowever unreasonable
and even hostile it nay be, and thiat it wviil coine forth from the
testing process better understood and more ighrlly appredîated
tlîan ever. Baptist'- and their medieval and sixteenth century
aiicei;tors hiave always niagnified Bible study, and insisted on
gettiugc at thie exact meaningr of God's word, and making its
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