
NOTES ON HLEALTI-I REPORTS.

NEW BRuNsWICK Prov. Board of Health's
Third Annual Report, for the year 1SS 9 , is a
very creditable volume, and its early issue 50
soon after lte close of the year, much enhances
its value. It givei the vital statistics of the
Province, the names of the iemibers of the
Local Board in cach of the twenty-five districts
into which the province is divided, and a brief
report fron each one of these boards, besides
Rules and Regulations of the Board, with
amendnents to the Public Ileaith Act. lt also
gives its readers a full report on "Pollution of
Water Supplies, ' by tlie Spec.al Comnmittec of
the Anmerican Public leailth Association, as
presented at th Mih aukee Meeting, Nov. 2oth,
sss, as given in this JOURNAL, January, '89

During the early part of the year 189, the
report says: our ordinary infectious dis:ases
were quite prevalent, throughout the who le P' t-
ince. iHow'ever the rate of mortality from
these sources vas not high. Of 181 cases of
dipitheria reported to hlie Provincial Bard, It
cigiteen, or ui*out onc in ten were fatal ; and of
474 cases of Scarlatina but 23 or about onte in
seventleen were fatal.

The account (if the following instances as
given in the Report wvil! prove of intcrest and
profit : In January, iSS9, a chilti four years of
age, in the famîttily of S -ma, was attacked with
dip eria. Th reinainiiig children were sent
from bomte at once, and none of then then
contracted the diease. After tlie recovery of
lthe child the failiy removed to Fredericton

Jtunction, a distaice of eleven miles. Tie
othter children did not return itoie for one
month afterwvard. In th; nteaintinte tiorougtih
cleanising aînd fwtmigition of their effects itad
been carried out by the famtiiv but witiotut any
spe-ial instrnctions in rfcercnce to it. Within
the first ten days after the return iof lte olther
chibîren, two of tlent were attaclk(.d with diph-
theria. After their recovery the house was
thorougltiy clensed, fntnigate:, vhitevahecd
and papered. In Noveitier a ch;l twelve
years of age was attacked w llt te sale ds.
case. just before being attackeud soume winter
bedding viihii had bee in use during lthe
attack of lthe previous winter, was put un the
child's bed ; utdoubtedvl tht sourc-: of the dis-
case in this instance. The nature of lthe discase

was not recognized for soute time, and the
whole family, consisting of the father, iother,
four children and nurse were infected. The
child fiist attacked died of the disease.
The nurse and one child were attacked five
days after ite first illness, the mother one week
later, the father and aiother child five days
later. The bedding from which this first chiid
evidently contracted the disease ltad been
w'ashed after being in use during the first attack
of disease in the winter and had been stored
away about nine ntoîths. From this faimily the
diease spread to two other families, in one of
wli;ch fiv- persons had the disease. The med.
iumîti of infection was the man who visited the
house for the purpose of supp'ying the house
with groceries, etc. Sone of the members of
his own family were first attacked and from
themt the second family contracted the disease.

Another : During the nonth of April, 18S9,
Diphiberia spread fron Fredericton junction to
McAdamt junction. A muusic teacher at the
former place, who boaridl in a house where the
children iai bee:t ai tacked witit diphtiberia, Itad
a sore throat It vas of a very slieht nature
and bu: littic imttportance was attached to it.
li few days sie resutmted lier ordinary woric.
A ldaugiter of 'Mr. B., of McAdam Juitction,
went to rilke ier usuil mutsic lesson at Frederic.
ton Junciion, ani about a week after ber teturn
was attached with diphiheria. The house was
quar.tiiteitl aind witlh other precautions the dis-
case did not spread front this famltily.

We purpose -iving more extracts front this
report inîcluding the reports fromî the Local
Boards, in our next nutmber.

TiE ST. LawIU.Ncv quarantine service re-
port for SS9, by lthe Superintendent, Frederic
Montizaitbert, M.D., F.R.C., D.C L., &c.,
is a pr.tphlet conttainiitg mutch of interest to
Sanitarians. The doctor comîtplains of ship
surgeons relative to vaccination on board ship.
H e says: li tie case of one of the mail steaiers
I caime tp on, ier surgeon took and signed the
oath to the truti of his written statntcnî that
caci of the passengers on board iad signs of
having " becen vaccinated'witin seven years. or
of having had the snall pox within tlit period."
After leaving Rinouski I made a personail ex.
amttinatioi of the steerige paengers, working
in the steerage ail day as the vessel continuel
ier way up thc river, and foiud and vaccinatei
198 persoiint protecced as the law requires;


