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into other brauches of the government and the law cowrts,
It is also nused in the clectric telegraph service, and by
zlsé-veml errand and carrier companies in America and

nrepe. : .

\'orl;xc of the British colonies commenced with manufacs
turing their own stunps, and used emblematic designs, as {f.
Hope reclining, jor the Cape of Good@ Hope ; a swan, for
-Swan River ; the Queen on her theone, for” Victoria'; but),
Ty degrees they have generally adopted a simple pmhle of
the Queen, 1ike the Euglish ; and the gtayps now used’in

i

many of the colunies and other parts o e world, ave de; .
sigmed, engraved, printed and embossed; in England, un-
der the supervision of an ufficer of the .Taland Revenue ]I
departmend, or an inspector appoinfed by the oolonial or
foreign guvernments. Owr own stamps are macvfactured |
by the Bntish American Bank Note Co., of Montreal,

The najority ‘of forcign goveroments, as they have
adopted the system, haie alte adeptad the ptofile or por-
trait of their soverciim for the stamp. Sther govern*
munts nse the arms of the state or sovereign for the pur-
pese. Nome states, which began by merely using, as ®
stanp, a nuacral swrounded by a anore or less complicat-
ed frame, have since adopted the royal portrait.

In Fugiand, the manner in which the stamps have been

PHILATELY.

The Art of Phi'ately, or Postage Stamp colleting is a
fashion not confired to any comntry, or class : foc collee-
tious arefrequently to be scen in the draw ing-rvom of the
luxurious, the strdy of the enlightioed, anid the looker
i The fashion hias been ridicided, as all
hut if postage «tamps are properly
i arranged, there is nu reason why
: as instroclive and entertamning as

OTN
f may ot hq‘?i
LYUIIcctigx&‘ bir! &:%: t‘urﬂ:u\, shells, bovks, cugravings,

‘ﬁoins cr obj
1:%“%‘ charm ¢f collecting avy kindd of ubject s to
{_educite undapdfthe eye to careful Jiservation, ac-
} curate confpari just reasoning on the differences
andAjkeness at ) they present, and toiuterest the col-
or art shown in their creation orman-
history of the omatry which produces
| ur uses EC objeets colleersed.  Postage stamps afford good
X i objects for all these hrauches of study, as t}wy are suffi-
) ciently ditferept tn present broad outlines for their classi-
. fication, awl yetegue of the variations are so slight that
| they require minute exavination aml comparisen to pre-
. vent them irom buing overlooked.  The faw of of *aining
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. stamps frula s0 many countries suggests the waequiry,

What wcore the arcustaniees that mduced ther adoption,
the histery of the countries which isme them ? and the
understanding why some countrics have considered it ne-
cessary, in so few years as have passed sinee dicy fint
came 1uto use, to make so many changes m the form or
design of the starmip nsed, while vther countries have never
made the slightest alizmtion

The chanyes reiared to yencrally mark some listorical
event of importare, sach as the accessiun of a new king,

a change in the fiim of govanment. or the alisorption oF
8 sma

state into a larger oue, a change in the currens y
or some other revolntion.  Henee, a coi‘lcction of postag»
stamps may In considerwl, like a collection o1 erins, an
epitome of the history «f Enrape and Ameviea for the last
third of a century ; and as they exhibit much varation in
ilesign and in execution, they may also be regarded as a
collection of works of art an a small seale, showng the

Ie of art of thw countrics that issue them 3 whale the

of the collection. and the manner w whicls the staps
2re arranged snd kept, wall show the industry, jud_muent,
neatness, and taste of the collector, who sheuld slways
bear in inind that cvery accessory that is sk vy and
bright takes away from the appearance and wterest of the
stamps thamselves,

The system of prepeying postage by stamps has been
adopted by all cn?ilzzl:? oufmtrim, and has ‘m}:x oxtended
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obliterated by a bleck which, by the form of the internsl
citsi, and the nusaber 13 marks the postal district in
which it was ominaily stamped.  Jach continental state
cancels in 1ts vwn manmer ; several have undergone con-
siderable change during e time the stamps have beea®in
uge. The study of the means employed for obliterating
affords an mterestiny ohject of contemplation.

A eertain nuabwer of stamps—such as the old four-annzs
of India, the “wo-late” aud “registered” stamps of Vie-
toria and New Sonth Wales, the early issues for the
Swiss cantong, Russia awld Poland. oue or more values of
the miore modern swunps of Rowmname, Heligoland, Fin-
lard, Livonia, Npain, and the United States arc printed
1 inks of twes colors.

In Encland, the adhesive stamps arc printed on paper
with a pecubar watermark, differentin the various sbau&-
Formerly the envelopes issued by tho Engiish stamp-o
were all prnted on a peculiar paper, three lines of colored
silk heang wscrted in che paper, so as to form lines across
the stamp : and this plaa was also adopted by Prussia, It
has now lwen disused both in Enyland and Germaoy. In
the latter the value was printed it siall letiers, ix two
liney, wcross the stamp, thus; Posr couvers, ein grosaben;
POsT Corrert, awce siroscdien, &c.; but even this bas mow
becn discoatinued in the eavelopes issued by the German
empire. The cnvelope stamps of Russia, S r
Hamburg, and the United States, are vinbossod on
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