
CHAPTE1R I.

SOOD-BYE, Alice, till oecning,'
cried a checry young worknian
as lie shoufflereil bis basket
of tools in the darkxxess of a

'winters morning.
' Good-byc, Tom. I shall feel lonesome-

like Nvitlxout you in a strange place, and
w'itlî no one I linow to spealz to. But '-
brighitening up-' there, is plenty Lo do, and
1 shouldn't, bav tiie, te iasto in talkingy,
anyhow.'

Stili Alice-a buxoni country girl of
twenity-five-founid Limie to stand for a
minute on the doorstep Liii Tom vas out of
siglt before returning to begin the day's
-,vorkl she hiad planned for herseif. Sncb

an nt %vas excusable, bowever, considering
that this w~as the first Liie she and 'fomn
baci said good-bye as husband and Nvife;
and the first time of doing anything is of
imp)or:tance, we kznow.

'foin and illice liac been nuarried ilirc
dlays before aI the churchi o! the -village
ivherc Toi lad been boria and haci lived
ail his lifé, so far.

lic biac been apprenticed to bis own
father, a respectable Nvorking carpenter,
and liait coutinuci to help ini the business
after bis Lime was up. lucre were youngrer
brothers comingY on, boNvever, and tho
village business Nwas not enough to support
more than two workmen; so -,ihcn the

Seccond brother Nvas ont of bis Lime, Tomi
accepted an offer to, work, for a London
firm, where ho was promisedl that his wagcs
should not be lcss thaxi Il. a weeli. Tom.
was not, -what is callid a slilcd workmau,
having indeed had no opportunity of learn-
ing the higlier branches of bis trade under
bis stcady-going old father, but ho was a
gooai Lrustivorthy vorkmaa li Lhe simpler
branches, anid could malie, a plain table or
chair with any maxi going.

.Alice was servant at Uic Vicara-e. She

hiad gone firsb under au olderly cookz bouse-
kieeper 'who had lived for many years iii the
Vicar's service, and wvho, being hierseif
somewhat feeble, hiad nMade Mice do ail the
harder work nder her superintendenee.
The place wvas a lhcavy one, and the old
Nwoman soinewhat cross at times, and ai-
ways very jiarficular. Two or three girls,
before Alice Nwcnt to the Vicarage, haît de-
clared they could not stand lier ways, aîîd
loft for casier places. illico liac, however,
been brought; up by a goo&i mother, anîd
thougi, likie other young girls, she feit put
out someotimes by the housekceper's strict-
ness, she liad the sense to know that the
training was good, and by doing ber best
shie aetually succeedeci ini peasing the old
hiouse,kccpDer and imalidng a real friend of
lier.

And so it camne about that i'ben old Mrs.
Lent feit that lier own working days ivere
really over, and tliat she iiighit retire to
live quictly on ber savings for the rest of
lier days, she told lier master and luis
sister, that if thieyV w~ere not Very incli set
on hiavùîig an eL'derly Ilonsekeceper, she,
Mrs. Beut, \YaS of opinion that they coutil
uxot dIo botter thjau engage Alice Smith, ana
IcI lier liave a Young girl to liel». ' For,'
said Mrs. Bent, 'of ail the Nvise-like girls I
ever Iznc' illico is the quenl. But, tlloughl
I say it that sliouldxi't, I've nover spareci
my trouble ibh ber. If it w'as ton mes
over, She, should sNYcep) the room Li there
Nvas no dust; loft in the corners. 1've seen
that gil scrubbing while the tears Nvas
mixingt wuith the warui mater ini ler pail,
because, I scaldcd lier for not putting
clbow-grease cnough into the boards. t
I nover sparcd bier-no, I ean honestly say
I neyer did-and now I've turned lier out
altogether to my minci, you won't often sec
the lik-e of hier li Lhese days. She ean
cook anacl ean, and Nvash and sew, and iron
Nvith anybody, and ail I eau Say is the maxn
wiil be lucky that gets Alice Smith for bis
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