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This demand, with the grounds upon which
it is made, bas been duly considered by the
President, wvith a sincere desire to give to it
such a reply as will flot only manifest a proper
regard for the character and rights of the
United States, but, at the saine tüne tend to
preserve the amicable relations wvhich, so, ad-
vantageously for bo2i, subsist between this
country and England 0f the reality of this
disposition, and of the uniformity with which
it has been evinced in the many delicate and
difficult questions which have arisen between
the two countries in the Iast feýv years, no une
can bie more convinced than yourself. It is
then with unfeigned regret that the President
finds himself unable to recognize the validity of
a demand, a compliance with which you deem,
so material to the preservation of the good un-
derstanding whichbhas been bitherto manife-st-
ed between the two couintries.

The jurisdiction of the several States which
constitute the Union is, witbin its appropriate3
sphere, perfectly independent of the Federal
Government. The offence with which Mr.
M'Leod is charged, was committed within the
territory, and against the laws and citizens of
the State of New York, and is une that cornes
clearly within the competency of hier tribunals.
It dues nut, therefore, present an occasion
where, under the constitution and laws of the
Union, the interposition called for would hoe
proper, or for which a warrant can be found in
the powers with which the Pederal Executive
is invested. Nor would the circumstances to
which you have referred, or the rensons yu
have urged, justify the exertion of such a pow-
er, if it existed. The transaction out of which
the question arises, presents the case of a niost
unjuatifiable invasion, in tume of peace, of a
portion of the territory of the United States,
by a band of armed men from the adjacent
territory of Canada, the forcible capture by
theni within our own waters, and the subse-
quent destruction of a steamboat, the property
of a citizen of the United States, and the
murder of one or more American citizens.-
If arrosted at the tume, the offenders might
unquestionably have been brought to justice by
the judicial authorities of the State within
whose acknowledged territory these crimes
were committed ; and their subsequent volun-
tary entrance within that territory places them
in the saine situation. The President is flot
aware of any principle of international law, or,
indeeri, of reason or justice, which entitles such
offenders to impunity before the legal tribunals,
when coming voluntarily within their independ-
ent and undoubted jurisdiction, because thiey
acted in obedience to their superior authorities,
or because their acts have become the sabject
of diplomatic discussion between the two Gov-
,ernments. These methods of redress, the legal
prosecution of the offenders, and the applica-
tion of their Government for satisfaction, are
independènt of each other, and mey be sepa-

rately and simultanoously pursued. The avolW
or justification of the outrage by the Briti0h
authorities migbt be a ground of complaint with
the Government of the United States distinct
froin the violation of the territory and laws Of
the State of New York. The application Of
the Government of the Union to that of GreAt
Britain, for the redress of an authorised out'
rage of thé' peace, dignity, and nights of thO
United States, cannot deprive the State of Ne*
York of lier undoubted riglit of vindicatilIgt
through the exorcise of hier judicial power, t»
property and lives of hier citizens. You h&16
very properly regarded the alleged absence Of
Mr. M-Leod froni the scene of the offence lit
the time it was committed, as not material tO
the decision of the present question. That if
a matter to be decided hy legal evidence; ai0
the sincere desire of the President is, tat it
may hie satisfactorily established. If the dWf
truction of the Caroline was a public act O
persons in Uer Majesty's service, obeying the
orders of the superior authorities, this fact 118
flot been before communicated to the Goveill'
ment of the United States by a person aiithO'
rized to mnake the admission; and it will bie fuT
the Court which lias taken cognizance of tbe
ofl'ence with which Mr. M'Leod is charged, tO
decide upon its validity when legally establisfr
ed before it.

The President deems this to bie a proper oc-
casion to remind the Government of Her Brit'
tanic Majesty that the case of the 14Caroline'
bas been long mince brouglit to the attention Of
Uer Majesty's principal Secretary of Staie f0l
Foreign Affaire, who up to this day, hai fl01
comnunicated its decision thereupon. It io
hoped that the Government of Uer Maje0tl
will perceive the importance of no longer le'
ing the Goverement of the United States us>!U
formed of its views and intentions upou 0
s'îbject which bas naturally producedilCe
exasperation, and which bas led to, such elle
consequences.

I avail myself of this occasion to renew 4
you the assurance of niy distinguished conW1'
eration.

JOHN FORSYTHI.
H. S. Fox, Esq.,

Lce&.&c

Mr. Fox Io Mr. For sytk.

WÀSMNeTON,
December 29, 1040

Si,-I have the honor to acknowledgetbi
receipt of your letter of the 26th mast. in whicb7
in a reply to a letter which I had addreased to
you. on the 13th, you acquaint nie that the Fr,'
sident is flot prepared to coxnply with miY 4
mnand for the liberation of Mi. A1eX&3W
M'Leod, of Upper Canada, now impnisoned f
Lockport in the State of New York, on a £
tended charge of murder and arson, as ist
been engaged in the destruction of the PirdU'


