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The appellant, thinking that discretion was the
btter part of valour, withdrew from any further
prosecution of the appeal. Thornton was thon
remaitted to the Crown side of the Court, and in-
dicted upon the appeal at the suit of the King.
11e pleaded that ho had been tried previonsly
and acquitted upon the saine charge. The
Attorney-General cotifessed this to bo true on
the part of the Crown, wherenpon the Court
acquitted tho prisonor.

In a short time au Act of Parliament was
passed, abolishing this metliod of procednre. One
instance stili remains wberoin the absurd cere-
rnony of throwing down a glove may be stili
resorted to. Wbon her present Majesty was
crowned, a clergyman claimed to act as her
Champion, and to challenge the world on lier
bebaif. When lier grandfather wvas crowned,
the glove thrown down by the Champion was
taken up by a partizan of tho unfortunato
Stuarts.

Asin Thornton's case the riglit to the combat
was flot procceded with, rcfercncs mustbcemade
to older anthorities for tho ceremonies attendant
upon a grant of the battie; and it must ho ro-
mcmnbcrcd that sucli a grant was mado both in
civil and crinîinal cases, but thore wero divers
imnportant dill'erences in tho method of procodure.

1l1 the l3th year of tho reign of Qucon Eliza-.
beth, une Love and others brouglit a writ of
right to recovor lands in Kent from one Para-
MIour, who selocted the trial by battie, and
brought hefore the Justices of the Common Pleas
as bis champion one Thorne, a strong man and
isquare(qaau. is the very word), for bischampion. The demandant brouglit one Nay-lor, a master of defence, as bis ropresentative.
Had it been a criminal matter, the parties could
not bave engaged substituts,-they must have
fought themsclvcs in person.

The Court approvod of the champions, and
awarded the battie. Thorne then threw dowvn
a glove on hehaîf of the defendant, whicliNaylor
picked up and took homo with hum, after that
they lad both beon duly sworn te, perform the
combat at Tuthili, in Westminister, upon an
appointed day, in the prosence of the entire
Court.

At the appointed day and place a list had been
l)repared at Tuthili upon an even and levul
piece of ground, sixty feet square, set ont
according to the points of the compass and
surrounded by a double pallisade,-the one to
keep the mob ont, the other to keep the combat-
ants in.

Ontsido the barriers on the wcst. side was
erected a seat for the Jnudges, lookiug dowa upon
the lists, and covcred with the very furniture
î'sed in Wostministor Hall, and brouglit thence
foS this occasion. Behind this tribunal were
pitched two tents, one for oach champion. Seats
wore placed for the Sergeants on the platform, at
the feet of tho Judges.

On the other tbree sides of the square were
erccted tiers of seats for the spectators, of whom
four thonsand were present. Properly speaking
ne woman or male child under fourteen ouglit to
have formed one of the crowd.

The champion for the plaintiff, Naylor, had
been dnri ng all the early morn parading the City,
preceded hy drums and trumpets. The gauntlot
of challenge was borne before bim on the point
of a sword. Onîe of the twenty-four royal yeomen
carriod the cl-long staff; tipped witli bora, and
the target of double ltsather with which lie was
to do battie. The champion was arrayed in s
wadded coat of a martial colour (whatever thal
mýiglit h), looso trousers made of a stuf (mose-
rica)witli a silken woof and a woullen warp, and
a Bi1k cap adorned witli a rod plume and ribands.
Thus adeyrned ho proceed to Tuthull, wbere s
kniglit, Sir Jerome Brown (afterwards an ambas-
sador of good reputo te the Czar of Muscovy,)
was waiting to receive him la bis tent. Thorne
lad arrived there prcvionsly, and was Ilwaited
upon," as the Fancy would say, by Sir Henry
Cheney.

Had the combat arisen upon a criminal matter,
the parties thomselvcs would have beon given
into the cnstody of the marshal on tho 'previeus
night, wbo would have had thema armed and pre-
sent la the liste before sunriseas they would

bave lad to figlit without intermission from the
rising to thc settiug of the suni, unless one of
theem had uttered the word IlCravcn,» which
would have ended the fight. If tho appelîe
could maintain the figlit unti1 after sunset, he
gnincd the day.

As in roality a civil matter was ia dispute, the
Judges met in Westminster Hall about 10 A.M.,
arrayed ia their coifs, scarlet robes, and apparte-
nances, accompauied by the Sergeants, similarly
dressed. The Jndges (except one detained at
homo by illness) then adjourned te Tuthil.

The procecdiugs began by a proclamation for
silence, and thc spectators were warnod not te
cry ont, nor mako any sign to the combatants,
nor strike a blow in their behaîf. The plaintiff
was thon summonod bc-fore the Court, and upon
bis non-appearauce, bis chiampion, Naylor, was
summoned. Ile came into the lisa, on the loft
hand side of the Bondh. lis head was uncove-
red, bis arms bare to the elbow, bis legs exposed
from the kuces downwards, with red sandals on
bis foot. He was accompauied by bis kniglit,
carryiug bis ohl-long staff; and bis yeoman, car-
rying the buckler. The two went round tic
lista to the aide fronting the Jndges, where Naylor
knelt down and made oboisance to the Court.
Ho thon rose, advanced to thc centre of the lisa
and did the saine. Ho next proceodcd fb the bar
in front of the Judo-es. faving knclt agnin, hoe
was ordered to risc and take bis standing-place
on the right-hand side of the Court. Thorne,
aftor similar proceodings, wns orderod te, stand
on the loft-iand side. Two Sergeants, bciug of
counsel for oacI party, thon took up their posi-
tion betwoen the combatants. Aftor ahl this
preinde the plaintifs wore agnin snmmoned, and
as, by arrangement, thcy did not appear, judg-
ment was givon against thein. The champions
and spectaters wore thea ordercd to depart la
the pence of tho Q ucen, and tIc farce was played
out.

Tbere is no doubt that prize-fights, which take
place in a square ring, ranging with the points

Iof the compnss, are a mimic representation of
Isncb a combat as above. To render the simili-
tude more perfcct, theoIlsecond" and the "lbot-.
tle-holder"I of the pugiliat are the successors of
the sergeant-at-law and the wortby kaiglit.

When the combat really took place, if it was
for life and deatb, a bearse was in readineas to
take off the party killed. If the mardbrer lad
cried IlCrayon," le wouild have been dragged off
bo instant execution. Thc blood of the murdered
man would have drawn him by a long rope to
the gallows.

This usage was said b beo foundcd upon the
loss whicb ail the kindred hadl suffered by the
murder of eue of themacîves. and for their
revenge and the love which thcy bore to the per-
son killed.e If the suspected murderer gained
the day, bis accuser was hiable to imprisonment
for a yenr and a day; to a fine, at the discretion of
the Court; hecame iufsrnous, and forfeitod the
privileges of a freeman.

The party*or bis champion would have hecu
compelled, if tic combat had procecded, to take
an oath before entering the lista, that lie lad net
eatea or drank anythiug teo harra himsoîf; and
that ho mad net caused anytiing to ho done te
the projudice of bis advorsary whereby lie might
ho charmed. Convincing proof this, that the
combat was the relie of an ignorant and super-
stitions age.

*RT-ILLI14G Ky ELECTRCITY.In the Paris
1 suwers the rats swarma by millions. Wires in-.

snlated by glass foot frein the ground, and con-
-nected with a stroug galvanie battery, are spread
tirougli these subterranean walks. Little pieceî
of roast moat arc at tacbed to those wires at short

>distances, and tbe rats, by nibbling at the hait.
1bring dowa the galvanie shock with terrifie

power upon their bodies. Deatbi is instantaneous,
the morsels remaiaing almost intact, ready to
hure other victimis te destruction.

#This Is very like the Corsioan vendetta, where the
duty of reveuÉ g the mur4end 4 ni iImpeacd upon
Ie neamre e ire.1

THIE UNINVITED GUEST

"Tthink," said my husbaad, one day, "ltînt
we really sbould do something about

Georgiaa'5 education. She is really teeold now
te, idle ber time as she doca."'

"lYes» I agreed; Il but unless we settle lnaa
towa, I do net sec bow wo eau improve lier. I
really dread hritigiug a governess te this deso-
lato spot; she would net stay above a moath."1

This was hy ne mens the first conversation
my liusband and 1 lad lad about our ouly child
and spoiléd -pet; but IL is a fair specimon of
mauy, and euded, like the etbors, by lcttiug tie
subjeet drop. However, as winter approadhed
we decided on moving into E-, and teok
apartinents for a short time.

My iusband seon bocame restios; bliel"ated
lodgings," lec said, and tbdught Georgina, ac-
customed te rua about thecocuntry, would fal
ilI if confined te our email rooms. IHo would
take a bouse: thon. she could play where she
chose, and rua up and down staira te ber heart's
content, especially on wet days.

Taking a bouse, bowever, is more casily ac-
cemplished in word than deod. Winter in tlîn
seasen in E-, and this, iL ivas prodictod,
would ho an unusually geod eue. Rents rose in
proportion. Our means were tIen rathor strait-
ened;not seour ideas, however. We were both
fastidiens, and I fear the bouse-agent found us
ratIer nureasonable.

I got se tired cf walkiug up and down stairs
in empty bouses, and aIse felt se ciilled, that at
lat I allowcd George te take ail the trouble of
visiting and viowiug tbose lu thcelist sent us by
Mr. Lotts. Wben lie came home, and reported
wiat lie lad seen, 1 listened witî due attention;
but on considering earefally, there was generally
soeodrawback.

One . day, George came la with a radiant
countenance, and said :

IlMy dear, I amn sure I have fouad the exact
bouse te suit us.",

IlWbere ?" was my firsL question.
He named a duil, but aristocratie part of the

city. I listened with great deference while be
expatiated on the menite of this habitation, and
described it freil "garrot to basement."l It cer-
tainly seemed unobjectienabie. Tic rent was
the aext peint ; that aise was in our faveur.
Se it waa arranged tînt I should acempany
George next day te, sec it; and hie peliteiy said
that my decisien should ho final.

"lLa nuit perte conseil." In the wnkeful
moments of aigît I reselved that, if the ncw
bouse was one wiere' I could make my family at
all coinfortable, I would net discourage thc cvi-
dent desire cf George to tako iL."

la this mood 1 accompanied my husl5nnd, ncxt
morning. Wbka we reached our destination 1
thongît its appearance unexceptienable. Whea
wc lad traversed it alI1 said:

IlI think wc may decido on settling ourselves
here."1

IlI quitc agroc with you,"1 sala my husband.
"I knew what your opinion wouid be."

ciWe are at last fortunate," wc agreed.
The bouse-agent was silcat.
Signing and sealing were aecomplisbed with-

eut delay. Ncxt day we lad large flres.ligited,
and tic bouse, whici gave us tic idea cf baving
been long unocnpied, was theroughly aired. In
a fow days wc took possession. The i»orning
cf our arrivai we contnived to settie our furni-
ture, and the pretty little articles of Ilbigotry
and virtue,"1 as Mra. Caudle bas it, from our old
hause, te, look as home-hike as possible, la the
afternoon, George went out for bis customary
ramble; I was tee husy te accempany hlm, and

1Georgina appeared te think 1 could net arrange
itiugs witbout ber assistance, soshe woudd not
leave me.

We bad piaced our books on their siielves;
this was the finisbing toncI. I still had thc at
in Mi hand I but h'td opened it, and was glane-
ing ever its contents. Georgina was at tIc
centre table, taking cff the bonnet and cboak in
which ber doit lad acoomplisîed, ber journey.
ia a moment, bowcver, I felt my gown jailed ;
I& turned, and saw that my child bad crept te my
oitlc; ehe whispcred steai thily :


