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PoRTAL Reranry —At the meeting of the councit of
tho Livorpool Chamber of Commerce, on the 12th ult ,
the homodrade committes presented an elaborate
report on postal reform, tho recammendations of the
committvo being as follow. It Foreign and coloniat
postage, u wmtorn chargo ot 31, per §oz. puid by
stampy, or 6 I unpaid  2od  Local postage, id per
foc. {m-mid by stamps, Jrd Book, sample, and
parcel equalised, at a chiargo of 3, per 20z prepaid by
stamps  4th Registration, a uniform ¢hargo of 24
Oth. Intawl money orders to be churged 1d per £ or
part ot 4 £, Gth. Colonial or foreign money orders,
dotible the fnlund rates,  After an futeresting debate
tho report was adopted,

§T. JOHN TRADE REPORT,
St Jonx, N B, Dec 27, 1868,

T tho dato of our last Report wo had good sleigh-

ing, und the winter appeared to have fairly set in;
there i3 now searcely a vestige of snow remaining, and
the roads are completely broken up  This had an un.
favorable effvet on business in general, and that of the
past week Lias been very dull for the scuson of the year
The Nova Scotia businiess for this y car 1s about over,—
Suipbuilding i3 at & stand, & « for the next three
months at all events, Trado must necessanty Yo very
much of a local character. Proposals have been set
afluat for tho ostablishment of & Company foreflecting
Mariue Insurances. It appean that the only mode of
effecting insurauces at present an wse an $t, Johy, is
by out-door underwriting, and thiz ¢1n ouly be done
on avery Mmted sca'e, quite indequate to tho re
quirements of commerce AN A NCCLNRTY CONOQUENCE,
tho great bulk of insurances are ¢fiected w koreigy
Ofices at considerablo inconvenionco and expense. It
certainly does appear strange that a city like St.John,
possessing such extensive and valuabloshipping inter-
ests, should be without any properly vrganized system
of Marinc Insurance, and there can be little donbt that
& well managed institution of the Kind, possesang
sufficient capital, could be made amply remunerative,
besides affording great public Lenofit and com enienee,

The Shipping arrivals of the week comprise the
steamer “ New England,” {which has made two trips)
and four schooners trom Portland with Flour, a hng-
antine, the * Geoarga A, Coouan,” fram Lwerpool,
with general cargo, & vessel trom Ihiladelphia with
Coals, one vessel from New York, and ono from Dos.
ton swith genoral cargo, besidesseveral in Ballast secke
ing Charters,

LuxpeR.—~Althouzh recont advices from Eogland
have not been of a favorable chamcter, but hittle
change is observable in the state of the market here,
The atock of Deals held is very smal), aud tho season
for manutacturing is nearly or quite over. ‘The clear.
auces for the week comprire four vessels with Deals
for porta in Great Britain, »ix for West Indian ports
with Scantling, B.ards aud Sugar Shooks, and one,
the now bark * Burn Brae,” owned by W. M. dicLean,
Exq., of this City, for Mouto Video: slio takes as cargo
215,000 fect of Lumber, prancipally Boards, 166 boxes
of Sewing Machiues, 10 dozen Vails, 6 nests of Tubs,
aud 20 dozen Brootns.

Yesterday morning the Steam Saw Mill of Jr. Z.
Adams, Carleton, St. John, was destroyed by fire,
Mr. A.was insured fu tho sum of §12,00 -, but lislacs
will largely exceed that amount. A large quantity of
T'ino Lutmber and Shooks w.ro also destroyed. The
fire was accidental, having vriginated in the engine
room.

Frovs—The quantity received during thoweek has
again been Guite large, sud as the demhnd fs now very
himited, Stocka are faxt sccumalating. Tho advance
in tho New York and Montreal markets has not been
followed by any corresponding movement heve, and
white such beavy importations continue, no improve-
ment in prices can bo expected to take place. The
Stock on haud and for which advices have been res
celved Is probably amply suflicient for the requircirents
of the trade until Spring, and we would now take
occasion to repeat the caution given somo time since
against overburdening this market with consigninents.
The time msy comoe when St John will becomea port,
from whence accumulated Stocks may bo distributed
o theo West Indian or other markets, but at prescet this
is not the case, the demand is restricted to cur own
wants, and thereforolarge consignments at thisseason
of the year, musteither Lo disposd of ata loss, or hield
over until the Spring trade »ffords an opening. Quo-
tations sre nominslly the same as thoso given in last
week 8 report, but toeficct any considerable sales, a re-
duction would have to be submitted to.

Strong SUPErfinC...cee. o0 .£5.00 80 €825
Superfng. ...... .80 20 §7.80
Superfing N0, 2. eveveccercers 65010 $7.00

Heturn of Flour and dMeal inspected at tho port of
St. Juhn for the week ending Dec. 2tst, 1856 .—

Wheat Flour..... .. 2150 Larrels
Presjons week. ... 45 de

2,755 barrels

The aliove shu* sa dvc‘;c:\w from inst woel s Returns, |
bt it mud bo remebered that last week s was by far ¢
the largeet of the seson, and that the preseut is con- i
siderably (ver the average,

I'oy 151088, ke continue dull, and no chunge in
prices has taken plico worthy of noticy sinco our 1ast
week®s report.

Ouning to the state of the ronds the country market
has been less hiberally «upplicd with produce than {for
sote time past, aud xome artecles in special demand
for the Christmas festivities have commanded excep-
tional prices, but as o rule providions are abundaut
and pricesfow  We subjoin a fow items —

Duerenco

Beef, perdb ... oo e ciee cee aaes Geto Te
Matton and Lamhb, perlb ... . b to ¥
Pork, per b, (very plentitul). o . .. .. Lt to 64
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Geese, each .. o
Fowl, perpair ..... .
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BANK RATES OF EXCHANGE.
On London, 63 days ........ .. . ... 19 premium.
Do. ateight ... Ll o
N. Y. and Boston, sight, (gold)....... .
Do. Ldo.  do. (c.T). ....24% dizcount,
Montreal, gight.. ... - 1 premum,
Halifax, do «. 2§ discount,

Halitax notes taken at..... ST | .

Tho Westmorland Bank have declared a haifeyearly
dividona of 3} per cent payablo after the 10th January.

Tho ** Bank of British North America’ pay their
usual Christmas dividend of 3 per ceat, makiug 7 per
cent for the year,

Brigantine** P.J Nevins® from Havanato St John,
N. B,, is ashore at Digby Gut and it is feared will be
a total Joss

BY TELEGRAPH.
S7. Jouy, N.B.. Jan. 2, 1867,

1 USINESS generally very quiet.  Large quantitics

of flour are continually arriving., Tho market is

largely overstocked, and the demand very limited,

sales Leing entircly of a retail character. I'rices

nominal, at §7 75 to £8 for strong superfine. There is

no improvemeat in provisions, which sre dull at last
quotations.

Heavy gale on Thuraday and Friday  The Boston

steamer was delsyed In conscquonce. Soveral small

THE BOOT AND SHOE TRADE.

Ames, Millsrd & Co,
Reav n & Childa,
Hunter, Dully & Jehasen,

t Linten & Cooper,
Popd im, J nee & Co,
Smith & Wochraoy
113 branch of trado hus shared in the general in.
activity asarl duning hohday week,  Very hittle
Yurbress has been transacted, und no change in prices
Bas tahen pluce.

MONEY MARKET.
MOHE demund for woney during tho past week ling
been Jarge, but no ditliculty Ias been found in
weeting it at previous rutes, and tho supply still cons
tinues abundant,

Sterliug Dixchange {« <teady at 1094 for 63 days
BRank Drafts, the ratoin York bang 104§ for prime 00-
duy Uillz on London. Gold demand drafls on New
York sell at par to § premium.

GoLp in New York has partly recovered the declino
of last week, the clo<ing quotation being 1333, and tho
average of the week 1334, The lnghest poiut touched
was 135 yesterday, and the lowest 1324,

Sinver ie in better demand the linproved country
roads rendering the moving of grain and provisions
morc ¢a-y, & quantity of silver coln being ured in pay-
ing for them,  Buying rates aro now 4] to 44, aud sell-
ing, 4 per cent, dircount,

THE LEATHER TRADE,

Bewn & (7 dde.
Deogail 3 & e,
Hua & Rucdanteon,

Srymour, G, F.

Kevmour, WL HL

Staw ¥, & Brus,

'PRERE is nothing new to bo noticed in this branch
of trade, sales being few and unimportant, and

receiptz of a limited character. Prices in th» main

are unchanged, their being vo pressure esther to buy

or gell.

Sraxisn Sote.—~Pnrces aro well maintained for
Prime, of which the quantity in market at present is
timited.

SLAUGHTER SoLk—Comes in but slowiy, nor is
thero any unmncdiato cxpectation of an jn.proved
supply. P:ices consequently are very firm.

Hanxgsa.~The sales are but moderate, and almost
equal to Teceipls, 50 that their is no giving way in
quotations.

Waxep Urren—Ilaslittle or no inquiry, but we do
not chango quotations, which are, however, nearly
unominat.

BUFF AND PEBBLED.~The stock of both kinds
expecially of best makers, is very light, ana there is
au improving demand, especiallr for desirable sorts,

PATENT AND ExAMILLRD—Hare been in somewhat
betier demand at quotations.

CALFSRiNg.—Thero isa deficieney of Yrime etuck,
Lut without any special inquiry.

Srrirs—Have sold readily at fair prices. though
their is no great activity to bo noticed.

Snexyasing.  The supply i3 small, with receipts
barcly cnough to fill the existing demand.

Hives.—Under the influence of the active demand
and a poorly supplied matket, imports have consider-
ably increased, but pricest continue firm.

THE GROCERY TRADE.

&:ﬁ;!:’, C I, & Co. (.\;md. .lea‘u K. & Co.
8 LreoiTe, & (o, anrean M., & Co.
Canterse, Uolaon & Lamb, Thelan, Josnrh

Davie, Clark, X Claston, Reuter, Lionais & Co,
Funatrick & Moore. Robertan & Beattie,
Fonrrier, Jolea Robertarn, David,
Franckx, J. C,, & Co. Xchnealer, Band & Co.

Giitespls, Motazt & Cou SNinelalr, Jack & o,

Gear, Uearyd, 05, Jom., & Yona,

Nuichine 1., X Ca. Thuanjeon, durray & Co

Jeftery, Revihers & Co. Torranse, Pavid, & Co,
Ringan & Rinkuch. Ur.abart, Alex., X o,
st Theinaa & Co, Weat, Brow,

Mattland, K., Trier & Co, Winn & H~land,
(ukmn,i. A X, Withers, Jav & (r,

Aitchell, Kitnear & Co. Tinning, 1l & Ware,

1IE past week hLaving been the regular annual
holidays, the amount of busincss transacted higs
been very limited, citler by tho wholesale dealers or
the Jobbers. Qur city retailers, of course, have done
a largo business, which in all probabdility lias beea tho
caso throughiout the Xroviace, and this will tend to
creato o brisker trade after the holldays aro falrly

veseelswero driven ashore, but no loss of 1ifg occurred

aver.



