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HOW TO CONSTRUCT THE INTERCOLONIAL
RAILWAY.

W E are not on titis occasion going to adrocato the
construction of the lutercolonial Railwsy, or

tise chosp principle or tise dear principle, tise narrow
gauge or the hroad gauge. Wbst wo have to sRy will
apply no moatter on what principle thse road is made.
IL la more with the giviug eut of lthe contracta than
wlth the maunor of exocutiug tlsem that we bave to
deal. The giviug eut et the coutracts la a ma

t
ter of

thse utmost importance. Ou it depeuds, in a groat
inaasure, wbelher thse road shah bo but economically
or wisthor ît shahl cost four timos as mocis as it ougist
to cost sud as it will ho worth. And lruly wben we
consider tise straigistened resourc,,s of tise Dominoo',
and the numorona sud iudispensibly neccsary publie
worka tisat wc have to miako, Vie moat tloulglitlissansd
roakIgsa muaI admit that lucre nover w as a lime in our
bislory wheu rigid economy was more dcmaoded; ind
that we nover lad more occasion to breware of jobbîug,
corruptioni sud extravag-ance thoan we liavo at presetit.
Lot us glauce at tie public woiks looîuing Up al
round us and their ecost. 'lucre is tIbis Iiilercolonial
road, the opening up of thse Nortti-west territory, ini-
cludiug perliaps tise buyîug out of tise 1ludsou's Bay
Company, tise (icorgian Bay sud Ottawa canal, to aay
notbiug oftfortifications, rolitia training, sud possible

cni,,rsnpieg unounr frontier- Ail these worksansd

bi
bý

sary ability couid not ho found to construct tise road lu
sections. But tisese objections are unîmportant. With
regard to capital there Is no force at al lu tise objec-
lion. Canada, it is true, lsas poor country, bocause a
yooug couutry; but at the same time il 18 net 100
mueh tesasy that tisere are in the Dominion thoussuds
of men with means enough te undertake the construc-
tion of a tweuty mile section of raitread, if thoy ouly
had the chance. And with the Exehequer of tise
Domiuion te draw their checks upon accordtng as they
got threugh thoir work satifaclorily, the chances of
any contracter failiug lu is work weuld ho very small
indeed. And thon as te abilily. A quarter of a cou-
turv ago an objectiou agaiust lise ability of a largo
number of men in theso Provinces te butld railroads
might have weight, but now il can have noue. Rail-
ronds are no novelties lu tho Domuiou. 'lie existing
andi rising generations of engineers sud contractera
have been brouglit up in tise art of îuaking railroada.
And wist is more, native engincers, wiso kuow our
soit and our climate, our waut8 sud our resources,
would ho more apt te give us a good, serviceahle,
cie-sp, sud eclicient national roud tlîan finiported
tlent, even of' a iigis ordor, sud joiued te uuliruitod
credit or capital.

lu conclusion, we woold again strengly urge the
noccssity of ecouemy lu tbe construction of tise Inter-
colonial road. We doge0 hocause we bave xusuy public

advantages they offer for rapid and ste conveyance of
articles would be muais largor used by the communlty,
If thse cost was flot so great as it is. Now, the polioy
of business men ls: use the telegraph and express ao
littie as possible. Were the charges modprato, a largo
portion of business correspondence wou]d ho doue by
telegrapis, and the quautity of' express freigbt would
multiply as if by magie. Such a reform would be an
incstimable advautage tn the Commercial world, and
what the companies lest iu loworiug prices, would be
made up inii icrease of traffic. We simply throw ou.t
these suggestions. It romnains for those Iutereated to
cousider sud act upon them. We believe these
changes cannot ho very long delayed. Every year
rspid communication aud transportation are becoming
more uocessary to0 the business 0f the country, sud tise
coit of ttsem mnuat be made suchs Ihat their advantages
catihoclx., ye by ail classes.

TIhe fcltcwirîg 1# a stateineîît of dulies ccllected ai
1 lie 1Port o0f Mcntreal for tl- t ti on nits i,4 efiig Oct.
3lst for the pat four yeara -

11)>imouihs, M84 ...... ............ 3fl3,610
................................................. ............ .... .... 2,8(Mi J 83

18t66 .................. 4,2W7,700t
1867............ ...... 063

vuVL1V4-l .u worits or Indispensable importance te censtruct, sud A NO T HE R WA RNI NOýontingoucies will entait the outlay of very mauy toua we have but limited mosus at command. Wodosoni ' aeis cainmoettnoc erfrt
f mitlions of dollars, for wtticlithtie people wilhave the intercaLa of trade sud commerce sud national in- fraude perpOcrasiodnbmeathnofnc ose re- t
o be tsxed; lbey will also place burdensaou trade sud dutry, which wilt have le hoar te burden 0f flch e pta Anoîerpecaedof tisea8iofd reîîlcae e
ýommorco; sud Ibis will hoctise case if titere is ne job- construction oftliose works. Atready tradesud com- ligttlu Aottare, the cthef isiltreon bycmtg is
)iug, wsste, or extravagance. lowmuîclî grester sud uerce are@lsoavily burdened, snd altisougliswe cou- lt inOrntfithccrec.of'li ciue cliodth
arder te bear will our national hurdeus ho if tisey idctyoofradtesicrseeorprptiy qt aresp te cle e. Th ie city eing attcie
ro uunece8saarilyanud wickedly iucreosed by a ruinons frcm the cempletion of flite Intercolonial, yol iL la tinte arsecaye ioliton ntaid l Te t, wtsose utm-
ýy3tem of gtviug out contracta whiicts will ettable thse evident that lise just expectalions of tise public wil tie re f ore, putc Butrdoi Tea foe wheten ts
ieW greedy contractors te flocce flice public sud starve net ho fîlflled if tise read a ruade te coal tbrec or four laibek ee, fcuMW rse tine, io tie orion ee
ýh work tisey have in itand. tinsos wiat it ought. ftc tla ckeveutr.NY .arshee osthe eo n e lt isro-
Tisore are Iwo modes by wici tise Iitterccoonialtlisfreea yr bnComedwi hepo

oad con ho butît. Tise osto la by giving tise coutract -duce trade of tîteCiy, aud lbad as usual iu sucis cases,
for tise entiro ivork te eue man, or eue cempauy. or lc A N EE D ED R E F O R J. su scoutut with oue of lise Baoks, iitlo tise books of
wo or tisree compaules smalgntmsted into eue. l'ito TuE business public are groatly iuterestod litqu c whicis ho filgured te tise tune cf seme M0 000 or $W,0.0
tuber ls te divide flise lino ite sections eon o intelligence sud rapid lrastsportatlon. Bots of A flew weeks ago tise suspicions Oflits creditors were
wenty miles, sud te give escli section eut tesa separate tisese have heen fouud at ailtlimes ctosely conuocted aroused Ihat ail ivas net right; an oxaminstin looek
ontractor. If tise iret plan taadotted, wecai predict vili commuercial succe8s, aîsd tLoy are mort thon ever place, wlstch provod tisat for a cousiderable perlod ha
visai wili folew. Tise first coîtractor wil stt uild reqoisite lu Ibis enligisteued sud progressive go.'The hast ieen eblaiuiîsg soney l'rom Ilise batk lu question
ho ino; but wil uh-let it te a second cotraclor, usan who couid ho certain of precuriîtg intelligentce upon ficliious warelttuéze tOeiPtS-tliat is, recelpts
wiso lu bis tam will soi-let le a tîird, wiio if lite dsses Ietoro is lèellows, wootd soon amusea a fortune, sud rléssitg taI ?Mr. Irviste iîd se inceli produce in
net ogan sui-lt tise whiole job tb a tourti, wilt, at ah tise rame migist ho sailU of ost wo se mosus ef troue- sierage, m lien sncb ivas net tise tact. Soon sitar tise
evets. adopt tise plan of dividing te work.loto per-tation wero slwsys auierior te lisese eft lits cempe- facta lranilpired, lise Boardi Of Trade lte!d a meeting
sections, giving eut seporato contracta for (cacit section fiers. 'le supply lisese two important requisitesof to1 cousider flise conductet'f Mr. Irvino., wiso, as their
at tise very iowet rates. 1 lie resuIts of sncb s systoun buiness, wa bave new lise eectrie toiegrapis sud tise Sucrotary, il waa fèelt isad almoEt cast a ïtam upon îlîeir
ciunot but ho disastrous. Int tie rt piace tise public moe 'ru express cempsuies. Tise value ofe eciof charsoter. 'lie ilding of lise Board was that tisey
wiii have te psy four or ive pricca for tise roati, sud tisese Uselise business world, il wcuid ho Impossible e led invesligsted tlic malter. sud fiud tisat Mr.
iu tise next place tise read wilho tarved anti wil hocompute; indeed, it may be said they are mvalushie. Irvine obtaiued advances frou tise bauk on douttions
badly conslructed. If bots lioseresultsdonet foleow, Wilisout tise tolegrapis, tisa world would seem te have 'wsroiouse rocoipts, ksuoiiitittem te be sucs. Thse
eue of theun certituy wiit; sud tisat alone weuld ho gone hackwards haif a century, sud tise trade of' tise commilîco beel it; te ho their duty te cendemu lu tise
sufinciont 10 condemu a monepoliziug contraci te oua country wouid ho revoiutionized, but revolutionized atrongoat manuor se dislisnorable an set, sud re-
mns or oua cempany. on tise backward track. IlWell," if may hoa8akod, "coirmod tisst bis naoeho removed from tis eat ol

IIow muais better te sdopt tise natural sud eceeu- what has ail Ibis gel 10 do witis1'a uocded reformn?,' members of tise board" Ir vine, il ls said, hast a re-
onical plan of dividing tise work ie couveniont "Sureiy yeu dent expeet te send messages qulaker treat Us Ciicago, sud eertsinly got off pretty easily
sections of ton or twenly miles oais, sud thon giving "tissu ligituing, or transport geode faster tissu hy upen lise wisolo. Itlais sid that lise Bank isad some
oais section le a separate sud iowost bidder. 'lie "tise express trains?" Ilo-we dont expoct Ihat. otiser security tissu lie receipts, for part of tbeir claim
iowest biddor migbt net of course in ail cases hoctise Tise l ime" now made bots by tise telegrapis sud ex- againsl Irvine; but Ibis dees net mako bis couduet
luaky eue, tisai would ho a matter of diseretion sud press, la nol likety Us ho exaeiled lu our day, oxcopt tise legs reprebensiblo. Tise system 01 f granting credits
judgment. But no cottracter eugist te gel more tissu wiere carel8sa messengors don't detiver tisa messages on wareisouse recelpus is open 10 Cousiderable abuse,
bWs oua section, unless f udeed ho flniabed bis section promptty, or careteas agents don't send off sud de- sud Ihese ropeated wsrnings sisould putbhaukers sud
lu tîmo te compote for a second. By tise adoption of livor packages as sisarpty as they are paid te do. etîters more ou lhier guard lu sncb transactions-
s aab a plan as Ibis we weuld suticipato tise bappiesi Nevertiseleas, we tiink Ihere la roona for a reform lu Whocu deaing W is sun hoest trader, lise sytent is
resuits. lunbise iraI place tise public would have te bols cases. Tisai reforn le-muets s reduetion ins riglît enougli, sud il weuld hocsaissrdsip if suais mou
psy ooîy eue price l'or tise road, sud tisat lise loWest. charges as Wilil nabie tise commsercial publie to enjoy werO deuied credits under suais circumsancea; but
in tise second pace flite rosd wtuid ho wlI boitt. tise advsntsges of lise telegrapis sud express musaisWisen bise parly la diaboneat Or tr'icky, tihesuaers of
Thirdly, tise readiwoidbhospeedilyconatructed. And more tissu tbey ueiv do. We notice tisat eue journal tise money ruas cosideraisle risk. 'is interareîso
fourthty, noeuoe port of tise Dominion could ho jestous advecates tisaitishe price of telographie messages sheuld bise henest trader, net lesa titan lise course of business
of another- For tere Wtuuld ho se msny sections le ho reduaed te 10c-aud tisis rate a unîforut one uoraiitv, requiros Ibat su exemple ahould ha made
make, lisat cestracters trom Ontario, Quebea, New tiuugisent tise wisoie country. Tbis msy ho ratiser of tisope guifty of this speclos 0of fraud, whicis WOUId
Brunswick sud Nova Sella would all get work te do low, but eue tiig, WO tiik, we may saféiy sffil-m, serve as s wrnting te others se ineliuod ln future. A
lu fact, by titis plan titis public ".erk would ho cou- tisat tise rates aI prosool demandted frontishe pubLe litto Wiieiesome severity weuld bh iermoat eofiaient
structed hy tise people. luislead et oie or two cin- hotu 1er telegraplîing sud oxpressago, are muais tee chek 1tiste evit, sud unIeFs Bnarda of Trade, in.
tractors makiug enorunous fortunes ont of it, isurdrede iigis.'Te pubic intereata; require tisai two suais re- dividusîs, auîd corporations roffcring frous sncb die.
sud tisousauds ef te wrkilig ans., niddlitîg clamses quisites Lo te successud iucease of business stîould bonesty, tiirosv oside îîny mistaken feelings of sym-
Would ho seenreti work nsd rensousabie remusîraliien net ho so cotly. sud we are et opinion tisat tise rates liatby, sud endeavour te suniiîflte guilty as lhoy
fors couple cf years. 'lite masses, net tie few, would now cisarged miglît be cousideusbty rcducod, witlsout, deserve, tlseae frauda are likety te inereaso bots lu
ho houefttod. Tise couatry opcied up, hy being lunlise end, argely, if aI aIt, decreaairsg tise revenues 0f numbers sud exteut
kueivu 10 se msuy weli-lo-do people, wonid ho spoedily lise cempaulea iuterested tiseroin. Were telegraplila
Fettled. lu short, a isundred bsm' saruere goed weuld messages, for instanîce,ruade a nnifssri rate of tayî
resul te tisa people by tise adoîtien of thse section 12jec Wlio cao douht that ther oraWlsbch double thie T HE C OM M ER CI AL B AN K.
system tissn by adopting tise sytem é f monc.polies hy messages seul usat are uoW! 'lie probahiliiy is, in T au informai meeting efth ie Moutresl sisaraisold-
wiiei exiEblug puhfac works isave heen se hadly sud fact, Ibat tise inorease et business would ho in a greater eX rs ef tise Commercial Bsnk, beid at lise office of
se expenslveiy eenstructed lu Canada. ratio lisa.tise de.creRge lu tise prices cisargod, sud Ihat tise Montresl Ocean Staamsisip Ce., bisis 29th day of

Againsbtishe plan we sdvocate it msy ho urged iiat a tise propriators of tise Unes wonid net ho sufferers Octeher, 1867, at whlcis were preseut a very large flua-
u ficiont number of mon wlth capital and tisa noces- theroby. Ând se wîitiste eXProas companies. The ber of tisose iutarested as sookisoiders, as wel uas re-


