
Zacchwus the Publican [Deceni ber 16
te show the eagerness et Zaccl'oeus, wbo,
wvhatever loss et dignity it mighit cost, was
bouiid to sec Jesus. It was cleariy a case,
net ef mere curiosity, but ef admiration and
desire to receive good.

IL On the Readside, 5, 6.
V. 5. Jésus.... .loolxdup; already knowing

ail about the- mxan. Compare the case of
Nathianaci (John 1 : 47, 48). Zacclîoeu, maL-c
hasçte, and corne downi. The salutation wvas et
the xnost firiendly sort, look and tone ne doubt
harrnenizing witli the words and purpose of
Jesus. To-day Imust abide at thy lheu-se. A
strange proposaI te, make te a publican, and
one likely te slîock the feelings et the crowd
of pieus pilgrirns on thieir way te, the Fieast.

V. 6. Received hLinjoyfully. This confirais
the fact thiat it wus net mere idlc curiosity
that liad just prornpted Zaccboeus te try te
see Jesus.
MI. XI the House, 7-10.

V. 7. TT'hcn thcy saw it; thasG is, the crowd,
wheo net onlv hated the tax-gatherers but
hiad learned from the Pharisees te, despise
thcm as " «sinners."I Thcy all murrnurcd.
Evexi the disciples felt that propriety was
violated by Jesus esting vith a chicf publi-
can. Gene to bc a gue.t wuih. The laws et
social intercourse wcre vcry strict, as we sec
from. the case et Cornelius. (Acts 10.) A
man that is a sinner; net nccessarily thiat lie
was pcrsonally vicieus, but that hcebelonged
te a class of people whose occupation and
ways werc econsidcred an outrage ngninst the
holy people et Ged. (Sec Matt. 9: 10-13.)

'V. 8. .And Zacchmtu stooci and said. This
may mean that lie wishced te answcr the re-
proaches et the crowd and in seit-detence
xnake this public promise ; er, more
probably, it mens that ZacchSeus was se
overcome by the gencrosity et Jesus, that
then and tliere lic steed. and miade a solenn
vew et gratitude. .Bchold, Lord. luis eyes
were epened te the truc charncter and clainis
et Jesus. The ludf of 7ny goode. Immense
geceresity. Igire; then and there. Net, a
good resohîition for the tuture. 1Vro?.qfîilly
evacd aught (Eev. Ver.); for instance, by
giving taise -values in irnposing the duties, or

by extorting taxes beyond the just amount..
R-e does not deny that hie had, indeed, beeni
dishionest. I restore himfour-fold. This w'as
the penalty exacted in case et thett. (Exodus
22: 1 ; 2 Samn. 12: 0.) Zacchoeus is thoroighl.
ly penitent and does not attempt to hide the
fact thiat lie hiad been a wrong-doer.

V. 9. To-day is salvalion corne; shown by
the words and acts of Zaccboeus. Ris faithl
is slîown by his works. (James 2: 18.)
.Jesus had corne and had been received as
Mlaste-r and Lord. To thià ho'nse; not only
to, Zacchoeus, but to his Ilouseliold-as also
in the case et Cornelius. (Acts 10: 2,1 44,47,
48.) Men of fine spirit like Cornelins aud
Zacchoeus would inspire their familles and
servants witli soînething et thieir own readi-
ness for tlie gospel. .Forfas mucielie alsoùi
a son of .ilraitam; a tituc son ot Abrahan,
although a social outeast ; for he had Abra.
hiam's faith (John 8: 56). The saying
%would puzzle thîe unspiritual amongst thece
wlîo heard it, just as later it wvcnt bard iwithi
even a Christian Jew te allow that a Gentile
-one net ot Abrahiam's seed-could receive
the salvation which the Messiah, their own
Messiah, bad broughit. But Paul told these
plainly (Gal. 3: 7) that those who have
faith are the chlldren of Abrahamn, and
therefore, '"'publicans and sinners"I though
they may be, have a riglit tethe privilegesof
the gospel. This is aise what Jesus taught.
Zaýcchoeus' deed shows the faith thatnae
a mani a truc son et Abraham, even though
hebe a social outcaist. (Sec Matt. 15: 21-28.)

V. 10. Thte Son of 7nan is corne te seeZ and to
saLe thatwhic&was lest. Net thieself-righteous
Phiarisce, but the sinner wvho -knowvs that lie
is lest, Jesus will saNe. (Méatt. 9:13; alsolO:
6 ; 15: 24 ; 18:12). Note, tee, that it i s the
'lSon et mn who Ilseeks and saves " bis
poor lest brother nman. There is none that
understands and feels for us as lue does, and
none other bis luis almighty power.

Tio save; a simple word> buti comprehei.
sive. It was for this that Jesus became
man, taughit, labered, sufferd, died, rose
again, ascended. It is for this thiat He
intercedes, and for thii?., !vG, t.lmt lie NvilI
corne again in glory. (fleb. 9: 28.)
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