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ENGLAND,
SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CURISTIAN KNOWLEDGE.
67, Lincoln’s Inn Fields.

Tuesday, Jan. nd, 1855.

The Rev. W. Short in the chair.

The undermentioned mmembers of tho socicty
were proposed by the Staunding Committee for
clection on the 6th of February, as the Com-
mitteo of General Literature aud Education for
the year ensuing.

Very Rev. the Dean of  Rev. George Currey.

Chichester, | stev "Thomas Dale;

Johu Jeycester Adolplius, | Nev. 1. G Uall.

| Eev, Dr. Heszey,
ller W Q. llumphry
Rer. J. G Lonadale.

Rev. R, W, Browne. Johin Diston Powles, Esq.
Rev. ¥. C. Cook Dr.Ihe mas Watson,

Tho following statement, in the form of an
appeal for ndditional subscriptions and benefac-
tious in aid of the society’s funds, was laid, by
direction of the stauding committee, before the
meeting:

Vcn'tql.uc)hlmmn Allen,
Thomaa Bol), Exq.

¢ 30th December, 1854,

¢ The treasurers think it their duty to lay
before thie standing committee, for the informa-
tion of the society at large, the present state of
the finances of the socicty.

¢ The very great demands made on the re-
sources of tho society, by tho increase of the
home population and the progress of education,
as well as by the extension, during the last
twenty years, of tho Coloninl Church, have
induccd the socicty to make very liberal grants,
which have greatly reduced the funds which
had been placed at the disposal of the society
by the bequests and donations of former bene-
fuctors. After providing for the grants already
made, less than £2000 now remain available
for this purpose.

* Duting the twenty years subscquent to the
audit of 1834, when these funds amounted to
£1314.482, the society has cxpended the follow-
ing sums:

s #fy loss on publications ......... £228,812
In building churches in the
COIONICS et ernncnrenrans cenasssanne §0,339
Ditto, colleges, ditto 40,220
In aid of founding colonial
DISHOPTICS ieeerens serensasnsanens 27,000
In cducational purposes at
BOMIC e et verene e veeee 31.950
In grauts of books, chieily for
Liome purposts.eeeeecesceseeeces 62,2314
£479,5¢6

¢« After expending the whole of the aunua
revenue from subsaiiptions, donatives, and lega-
cies, in the manner mentioned above, and in
the increase of the number snd value of the
publications, the reserve fund has been reduced

* = The leex on the publications of the arcicty. now
amounting to alout LIV.VWU et annu. Ar.sce dlmost
entirely £ om thoeale of Biblesaud Praver Booba st tncme
bers prices, No loss accruss to the socicty from the
publication of jituatrated works or from tho salo of books
upon tho Supplsmcutal Catalogue.”

,’to the sum of £17,302 7s. Gd., 3} per cent.
Stock, winch i3 chargeablo with liabilitics
amounting to nearly £16,000, leaving less than
£2000 available for the purposes of the soci-
ety. Itis therefore mauifest, that unless the
resources of the society can be largely increased,
a great diminution must bo made in the grants
annually voted by the Loard, and the uscfulness
of thio society proportionally reduced.

* WisLian Cotrox,

¢ Epwann Hawkins,

* Wintiax Suonr,

s Eowanrnp Wiaray,

“ The standing commitice beg leave to call
the attention of the members of the suciety, and
of all who are desirous of promoting the spirit-
ualmterests of our vast home population, of
the heathen, and of the colonies, to the fore-
going report of the treasuvers, coufidently
hoping that, when the real state of the vociety’s
funds iy made known, extensive and cffectunl
aid will be forthcoming.
** The attention and the exertions of the soci-

Treasurera.”

cty for many years past have been cspecinlly
directed, not only to the dizseminution of Bibles
and Common ’rayer Books in English and in
foreign Ianguages, and the publication of cheap
rehigions books and tracts for parochial and
cducationnl purposes, but also to the giving
of assistance towards the erection of clhurches,
colleges, and schools, and the endowment of
bishoprics in our extensive colonies.

*In the prosecution of these urgent and most
important objecty, the funds of the society have
been, as it will be seen, nearly exhausted.  An
appeal is now earnestly made for increased
assistance; and whale it is not wished to dimin

(£100 cach), aud for that portion of my grant
uf 1847 which has been cancelled, amounting to
£367 65. I mmn oxpecting to be drawn upon
every day for the King William's Town grant,
a3 the church is roofed in, and I have promised
that they shall havo it immedintely. The Uit-
cehage Charch will, T believe, be begun imme-
dintely, as the archdeacon has been appointed
to reside there.

« The whole of the socicty’s general grant to
mo has been pledged, but I have omitted to
draw fur it. beeause the conditions upon which
I promised it have not been complicd with 1
hink that not less than £200 of this will bo
called for during the next few mouths.

«The Bishop of Grahaw's Town arrived on
the 29th of Septembier, with a party of sixteen.
They sailed for Port Elizaleth on Saturday,
after spending & week with me.  ffe is much
better than when he left England, though still
far from well.  Most of his men are for the
Kafie Mission. Coustant anxiety and uncer-
tainty about funds for the support of the work
add greatly to the burden of his work.”

It was ngreed that the lapsed grants, amount-
ing to £200, be renewed.

A letter was read from Archdeacon Abrabam,
dated St. Johw’s College, Auckland, New
Zealand, July 13, 1854, thanking the socicty for
several grants of books which had been made
on his application; and also for the society’s
liberal contribution townrds the stoue church at
St. Matthew's, Auckland. Thearchdeacon said:

«T shall soon hope to forward you o smail
additional sum for the Maori Prayer Books. and
with it the moncy for the 250 small English
Prayer Books T ovdered. 1 hope that it will

ish the contributions to other Church institu- | appear on the snciety’s necounts that the £100
tions, the standing committee would remind | U have sent for the Maori Prayer Books was
their firends, that the increased exertions of ' actually received from the natives themselves.
these institutions tend to multiply the demauds | Most of the Lnglish Prayer Jnoks that you
made upon the Society for Promoting Chiristian | kindly sent me will, as a grant. go to the hall-
Knowledge, the most ancicut of all the socicties , eastes and schaol-children thit cannat afford to
in connexion with the Church. | buy them. The sale of the rest will pay all
By direction of the committee, expenses of freight, and cuable us to scll the
“T. B, Munnay, vest at the cost price.” .
“Jouy BEvass, } Seevetaries.” ! The Lord Bishop of Victorin, in a letter dated
“J. D, Gressie, i Hongkong, September 8 1851, said: .
Tt was moved by the Rev. S. Smith, That! *Fadd a few lines to expliin_ the Clineso
the treasuvers and finauce commiittee be re- | ook sent to you by this mail. It isthe Church

quested to take such steps as may scem to them
most desteable for a systematic visitation of the
district committees and depositories of  this
society, and for the organization of new district
counnittees and parochial associations.”

This was seconded by the Rev. 1. Clissold,
and carried unanimously.

‘The Lord Bishop of Cape Town, in a letter
dated Bishop's Court, October 10, 1864, thanhed
the society for its grant towards the tormation
of 2 paish library, and also for the intimation
that the socicty woukld contribute towards the
cxpense of the publication of tracts in Dutch
for use amongst the Hottentots,

The Bishop further expressed bis obligation

grauts would be re-voted.

for the committee's nssurance that the Inpsed | 3
“At present,” the ! but I have had nothwng satisfactory to report
Bishop saud, * I would apply for the renewal of |
the King Williaw’s Town and Uitenbage grants, the church and parsonage, for the purchase of

* Morning and Evening Prayer.” just published

in connexion with, and with the funds, of our

'St Paul’s College Mission at Hong Kong. [ am

printing 5000 copies.  Yesterduy { despatelied
100 copies to Loo-choo; and to-day I sendd a
few hundred copics, probably 500, to .\1c!~
Lourne, at the bishop's 1equest. 1 believe it is
the best verion into Chinese of our Liturgy ever
printed ; being the work of Dr. .\chluux?l. of
Shanghae, the most eminent living Chinese
s¢ ol ™

Aletter was read from the Lord Bishop of
Melbourne, dated Bishopseourt, Melbourne, Sep-
tember 28, 1851 The following arc extracts :—

* Your socicty will have been anxious to hear
thie result of my proceedings in iron churches,

upon them  Now, however, 1 amn happy to say,



