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terfered with, Every othier public servant tuny
withont hindranco attend the touse of G,
with his whole famly, but  for the pest
master there ia po such privilege-—some une
must bo left ad bome 1o attend to the office.
And what an injurions effeet such Sabbah
profanation must ha e upon g household, A
minister in Bath was taus addressed Ly a Jetter
carvier, whose deathibed he was attending :
“ You kept e at work, night and duy,—Sab
bath and ull, for you are one of the public,—~
1 had no time to go to church or chapel, and
and who is to pay for my soul?”  And who is
1o pay for the souls of those cwployed in this
province on the Lord’s day iu carrying ma;ls,
and peiforming other work, connected with
the Iust Ollice—1chko Lut the publie, who au-
thorise it, ‘Truly, we have the blood of not
a few souls to answer for,

But Lesides this awful evil, others of no
small magnitude arise,  1f Sabbath profanution
be & part of a Postinuster's duty, no God-fear-
ing man will aceept the office, and places ve-

guiring great integrity will come to be filled
with untrustworthy oveupants,—confidence in
the safety of the establishment will be destroy-;
ed, and most serious acts of dishonesty will be;
the consequetice.

Besides, cvery Post Ofiiec is made by law, a
den of temptation to the carcless and unwary,
Allured by the open office, they go for their
Jctters awd papers on the Lord's day. 1t is no|
uncommon thing for persons, who inake a high
profession of religion to go from the house of,
God, and even frum a communion Table, and,
obtain their letters from the oflice.

Itisead to think, that all this defiance of,
God's command i3 altogether unnecessary,:
This is cvident from fxv fucts—in the City of;
Yondon, which contains a lurger population
than the whole of Canada, no Post Office s,
open on the Lord's day.  In the neighbourings
States, the mails on more than eighty-thousand;
miles have been stopped on the Sabbath, angd!
the Post-Master Sencral has acknowledged:
that * the ronning of the mails in the United
*Gtates on the Subath is wholly unnecessary.”
And notwithstanding the plea of ncccseilf'
so plausibly urged by the politician and world-
ling in Canada, will not God speedily bring us:
to account, for defiling His sanctuary and pol-
Juting Ilis Sabbath ?

No less dichonoring to Jehovah is the syste-.
matic running on ouy Railroads. Though none’
of our Ruilruads openly profess to run on the|
Yord's day, yet the amount of Sabbath work,t
actually performed on our two-thousand imiley!
of Ruilway is frightful. Trainsrun frequent-,
)y ; freight and passengers are carried without!
scruple, nud bundreds of workmen are employ-’
ed in repairing and cleaning machinery —iu’
carrying wood, &, for the stations, and in!
conveying picasure parties to and from various.
places. ‘The villages and towns, situated on’
tha lines of railway, complain fearfully of the
eoustant disturbanceto which 1he{' are exposed,
even when enzayged in worship. When we Liear!
in mind that God rules the world in riglncous-l'
ness, it does not acem wonderful that the pro-
since has met with a chieck to its rapid, mat-r.
3ul prosperity.  For whaut have been the chief
sourcesof this prosperity 2 Have not Ratlroads,
aud have they not been marked by the most
flagrant profanation of God’s day ? Nations may

erish, but that divine truth never fuils, which
eclares * Those that honour me, I will houour,
but they that despise me ehall be lightly
asteemo:

Intemperance constitutes another prominent
cause of Sahbath desecrution.

There are four or fivehundred Breweries
and Distilleries ecattered overthe land, and the
moda of carrying on their operations is such,
that several men rc:‘uire 10 be employed on

!

| excriion,

the Sabbath, in attending to the various pro

gy -

cerdny Do Sy,
thinzs is thus nveessanly contiected with Sab.
rovinee are to Le

bath profanation,
Auain, throughout the
fount about ten thousand llululs and ‘Laverns,
many of which .re pen and doing o large
Lusiness on the Lord’s day,  In large cities they
are better attended than the Churches, Even
in this swall place, the bur isnot unfrequented
ot God's day. When thus used to desecrate
the Sabibath, they may be aptly ealled Sutan's
Churches, where his fricnds meet, and for praises
utter blasphiemous oaths,—for foed for their
souls, \ll'iuL * distilled damnation’,—for s pul-
pit stands ¢, bar, for a Lible, bottles and glasses
of various forms, and for religions instruction
is lieard * foolish jesting and tulking, which
are not convenient,”

‘Try to realise the painful fuct, that there
exist in Canada several thousands such syna.
gogues of Satan, recognised by law,—all con
tiibuting to the sum total of Subbath profuna.
tion—all sending forth evil influences, and
tempting young aud old to forsnke the Lovd's
sanctuary’; and thus you may conceive what
a frightful amount of Sabbath desecration must
presuil among us.

2, A sccond general class of Sabbath sins
may be called local a3 they are contined to, or
more marked in certain places, Conspicuous
among these stands sunduy visiting from house
to house.  Religion is no enemy tothe cultiva-
tion of friendly feclings between maun and man,
but it 1o less strongly insists on a whole Sab.
bath for the Lord. Now it is customary in
many localities to spend the Lord's day in
paving friendly vists, Worldliness cannot
gpare a weekday fur the purpose; or the Sab.
buth would otherwise be spert ina dull and
unplensant manner—or aetuated by someother
unseripturl motive, the. visitors repair to the
house of some neighbour. Need we isist on
the exceeding sinfuluess of such a proceeding,
1t robs God of lis day, interferes with the do-
mestic nstruetion und privacy, of other fami-
lies, and usually prevents their attendance on
the meansof grace. The conversation engaged
in is commonly of a frivolous or worldly char-
acter, and the day becomes souldestroying
instead of soul-saving.

Others again toil so hard thoughout the
week, that they ar? utterly unfit for subbath
duties, They find themselves drowsy, steeped
in ineensibility, and incapable of any mental
They spend the day either in com-
ess, or in inglorious rest, that they
may be recruited for their worldly labors.
Shonld they repair to God's house, their pew ia
turned into a couch, and they pasi the hours of
worship in sleep, or else their undue toil has so
benumbied their minds, that the truths uttered
fall powrerless and ineffectual upon their jnsen-
sible hearts,.  They have devoted to the worid
strength and powers, which should have been
reserved for God.  And this sin is alas!
awfully common,  Iow often, in the season of
barvest, will the inister of Christ meet with
srofessing members of Churches, who will t¢ll
lnim. that they were too tired, from cxcessive
labor during the week, to attend Gud's house
on the Sabibath, Will not such Sablath-dishon.
oring labor speedily bring down Jehoval's
eterual cwse Y

‘There are also not a few, who may be named
Sfragnient keepers of the Lord's day. The day
cones round and finds thew g0 late in hed, that
the Sabbath beli at ten o'clock arouses them
from theirprotractedslumbers; and unprepared
they rush to the sanctuary, and must be unédi-
fied Ly its solumn services. And the evening
finds them carly occupants of their nightly
couch. They thus cut off large portions at
both cnds, and Jeave but a fraginent bebind,—
while on other days fhey rise early and go to
Led late, through the cager pursuit of their
worldly business.
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The manufucture of such ’

There s still another cluss, who may be
atyled faer w ather sabbataria:s, 1t is u'moss
remavkable plienomenon, worthy of the study
of the Jovers of science, that Rabhath 1ain
seems more haviful than that which s on
other duy s,—that then stoymsare moge diffienlt
1o encounter,—rowls more rough to the travel-
Jer, obatueles less ensy of Leing surmounted,
and sickness of # far more dungerous charucter,
Alus! the cause is plain, men have not that
love for the things of God, which they cherish
for the objects of time, and thus looking at
duty through s distempered medium, they
mugmfy difliculties, und  diminigh obligations,
respecting the service of Jehoval.

‘Loo many likewise spend the day in idlencss,
folly, ur pleusure.  Forproof of this, you have
only to look at the numerous parties, who may
Le seen either snuntering along the road, or
making excursions into the country. Their
very conduct says, It is @ weariners to serve
God, nsile commandsg, and we will while away
the duy, aspleasantly as we can.” Turnalso to
our Jovely hitle luke in the summer months,
and you will perccive covered with bhoats
(tilled with persons bent on pleasure) its ealin
still busown, calm as if, in rebuke of those sail.
ing on its surfuce, it too was remembering the
Sabbath to keep it holy,

But fially are there not thousands in this
land, who rarely enter the louse of God?
Leaving out of view Lower Cunads, with its
Subbutl-deseerating Romun Cathofie popula-
tion, many localities in Upper Canadn, are
noted for not assembling themselves together,
ln several of the old settled Township, we
huve reason, from oliservation and iufemation,
to state as # sad fact, that one third of the in-
habitunts, 2ehdom or never enter a place of wos-
ship. Liven in this small village, 1o less than
twelve families live in the habitual negleet of
publicordinauces, and that number is not lavge,
compared with other plices. If the reformu-
tion in this respeet thut hus taken place within
the lust twelve years, do not continue to muke
progress, we shall soun drift into the whirpood
of genernl sabbath profanation, and have
* Ichabod” written on our existence and pros-
perity, as a Province,~Ged meanwhile, as He
writes the awful inscription, proclaiming with
a voice of thunder—*"This they have done
uuto me: they have defiled my sanctuary in
the samc day, and have profaned iy Sabbaths.'”

3. A Third prolific rource of Sablath dese-
cration i3 produced by defective housebold
training, and may be enlled domeatie.

The liome shonld bea miniature Church,
governed by the laws of Christ, with the fi-
ther as its priest and ruler.  Its twogreat ends
are governinent aund instruetisn. And while
our forefathers may have yuled their families
in too despotic a mauner, yet their stern gov-
crnment was far preferable to the loose and
lawless practice so prevalent in our Jund.
With them the goodly spectacle was common
of & whole family met for catechetical in.
struction on cach Sabbath morning and wor-
shipping together iu the same sanctusry. But
how comparatively yareis it in Canuda to see
the venerable iead of a household in chureh,
accompanied by bis children and grand chil-
dren of all ages, and uniting together in the
samie acts of sacred devotion. The young too
often grow up unrestrained, the rod is spared
and as they reach mwanhood, they cast off pa-
sental control, and are found absenting them-
selves from the congregation of the righteons,
and spending the duy in idlene:s, or in sinful
and frivolous occupations, with companions as
carcless as themselves.  And thus enterjpg in
the straight roud toruin, they Lecome sonsand
danghters of perdition, unless arrested by the
free grace of God. Another grand end of the
family is instruction, In a bLusy, bustling land
like this, men arc so closely immersed in Lusi-




