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the commondmenta of men 3 their faith rests on human authority, and
their enquity is—Will the Seriptutes support these vie.wa 1 or can they by
any kind of wtcepretation be made to support our opunons?  They do
not come with the right spnt—the epaen of k anl dociny—will-
ing tosut at the fect of Jesus, and prepared to recene any tzuth, though
cver 5o humbling, wluch the Spint of God teaches.  Bataf we wish 1o
know the truth—to have * fall of und. Tng —we will use
every legimmate surans to kaow the mind of the Spanst, readng the Senps
uges with a Jesite to nnderstand and subnit to the teaching of the Sj
of God. J.b, B

{For THT CANADIAN PRESDVTERIAN MAUAZINE }

CUARGES BroucHT l!\'TII HEATHEN AGAINST
PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.

Our Lard frequently forewarned his disciples that they must suffer per-
aecution for s sake 1 that some of the weatest laws of nature should be
violated ; and that the brother should deliver up the Brother to death, the
futher the child, and that the childeen should rise vp agrinst the parenta,
But in wpite of Mg tierce and Tong continued persecution, the Chureh of
God * grew and saltiphed {7 so that Terntullian, in the second century,
told the  heathen, * that by every exquisite act of cruclly, they enly
empted others to come over to their party, the mote frequently dhey were
mowed down, the faster they «prung up agnin—the blood of Christians
making the Churel’s soil mote fat and feutel” o ‘Fhe blood of the mac-

But the inost unreasonable and unaccountable charge wrought against
the prinnive Cheistiany, is, that they h d the hesd of an nss—ta
religion fitly cileulated,” eaidk their enemies, “for persons of a dull and
stupnl digporition.”  We are informed by Tenwllian, a wnter in the
tecond century, that Christ was pamted and publicly exposed by the
wicked hand of on apostate Jew, with nss eary, one of his (ect hoofed,
Bolding & Lok in bas hand, covered with a gown, and with this fuscripe
tion==* The ass-hoofed God of the Chnsians” It has been surmised
thay thia charge arose panly from pute malice, and partly from the credole
1ty of ‘Pacstus, she Roman historian,  That distinguished writer, usunlly
celebrated for his unpartialiny and candour, but hese misled by peejudice,
atlirms that after the Israchieshad been expelled from Egypt, they almost
peeished in the desert from thirst—=that they were directed to a well of
water by A flock of wild asses—and that ntterwards, out of gratitede, they
worshipped the conseerated head of an as. It was congequently imae
gined shat the Christiang, whom the heathen then continvafly confounded
with Jews, vbserved the same supestirions. But “Iertullinn not only de-
nies the truth of this charge, nffecting both Jews and Christians, and ac-
cuses Tacitus with being the most lyng histonan i the world ; for after
Pompry had saken possession of Jetusalem, this water relates that with
tome of his officers he pushed into the Loy of Holies, for the purpose of
ssceniaining the secret myateries of the Jewish seligion, and that nothing
whatever was discovered. ‘Thus, the charge of jmpiety brought ngainst
the Chnstian religion, was a3 mconsistent with itself as1t was false in
fact, and malignant in intention,

‘The heathen, as if conscions that the charge of impicty preferred against
hinstianity would not stand igation, laired that Christtani
was a new rehgion ; and that by adopting it, they rent themselves from
the i ions of their “Pue Christians replied that age can

tyea is the seed of the Churelh”  “The nature and tendency of Chrie y
way misrepresented, and the character of the Christians was nepersed, that
gopular tury nught be roused, and that ahe crucl persceutions to which
they were rubjected amight be justified.

‘e heathen maimaned that Christianity is a system of atheism.
Ihey could not understand how a religion could exist without temples,
altars, or priesta—without any visible symbolof worship—and they, theze-
fore, rashly maintained, that those who taught and embraced it, must be
Atheists.  While the Ropiany, o, acknowledged the gods of other na-
tions to be powesful 1 their own dominions, they expected their own
gods 1o be venerated at Rome; and, therefote, looking ot the subject
from o heatlien powt of view, they coubd not undesstand why Schovah,
the God of Christians, should adinit of nesher equal nornval. — Now, the
Christians admitted that, in one sense, they were Atheists, that s,
strangers and enemies 1o the gods of the Genules, whom they denounced
as impure and unclean demuns, who had, for ages, deceived the nationa,
and claimed that worslip which was due 1o Jehoval alone. ‘They ace
cosed the heathen of entertaining the most unw orthy notions of their gods
—of imputing to the conduct and motives which would be regarded dis-
graceful even in & good man; and they alfimed, that the worship of
some of their gods was so immoral and degrading, that the carly Ro-
suans had excluded them from the honors of divinaty, though there degen-
ecate posterity had again admitted their divinity. * \Vhen you opproach
their sacred places,” says Origen, speaking of the Egyptians, * they have
glorious groves and chapels, temples with goadly gates and stately porti-
cols, and many ies and rehgous i but when you have
once entered, and got within the temple, you shall see nothing but 3 cat,
or an ape, or a_crocodile, or A goat, or a dog, worshipped with the most
solema veneration.”  But though the first Chrictians admitted they were
Athersts, in refusing to worship those who by nature ate no gods, they
yet maintained that, in the true and proper sevse of the word, they were
not Atheiats, and that they aloae adduced the strongest and riost incon-
trovertible arguments for the Being, law, and perfections of God.—
“ Though we profess to be Atheists,” says Justin Martyr, who wiote
ebout the year 150, ** with respect to those whom you esteem and repute
to be gods, yet not 1 respect of the true God, the parent and fountun of
wisdom and s, and all other Hencies and perfections, who
is infinitely free from the least contagion, or spat of evil, Him and his
anly begotien Son, and the Spint of propliecy, we worship and adore,
Lonoring them in truth, and with the highest reason, gnd ready to com.
municate these things to any one who is willing to learn them, as we
ourselves have recewed them.”

But at the same tinie that the heathen accused the Christians of Atheism,
they very inconsstently charged them with wotatry,  They were saud to
worship the sun, the crose, and an asy's head. ‘The ongin of the first of
these calummes seems to be that the Chrisuans tet for public worship on
the first day of the week, which the heathen dedicated 1o the sun; and,
therefore, it was supposed that, ike the Permans, who had images of the
sun engraved on their shield, they worsinpped that fuminary, They
turned thesr faces to the east when praying, wiich also the heathen did,
though for very different seasons—the former having sespect to Jerusalem
—the latter to the rising eun, which they adored.  The Chnistians were
also accused of p ihe crose, a which they totally de-
nied, and even atiempted to retort on their enemics. The Romans were
accustomed 10 the field to worship their standards, on which were repre-
sentations of the emperors and gods, and some of them were not uniike
the figures of a rnde cros2. 'The ongin of thus calumny, however. arosc
from the prominence which, 1 these carly ages, was given to the
doctrine of the cross, a3 the only foundation of the trembling sinner'a
trust, and 1he energy with which they exclaimed with Paul, ** God forbid
that ] shou'd glory, save in the eross of the Lord Jesus Christ.” o

neither sanction error, nor can novelty throw dizcredit on truth—that e«
ror has always been opposed to truth, Antichrist to Christ, and that Chris.
nanity was embodied undee the patriarchal and Jewish teligions, Butto
this reasoning the heathen replied, that if Christianity was of as much
confidence to man ns its votanies asserted, why was God o long in send-
it into the world { he Christian _apologists, with great force, rctorted
upon their adversarics, and asked, Why did 1lercules ond Jupites appeas
0 late in the world, if their appearance was of €0 much benefit to man?
When directly replying to the charge, some said that on such subjects it
did 5ot become ehort-sizhted man to dogmatise and too closely to scruti-
mze the ways und works of him who 1s wonderful in counsel and excels
lent i workmg ; others maore boldiy aflimed, that it was to show the
heathen the folly of 1 wizdom, and 1o allow the nations to fill up
the teasuze of theie iniquity.

Such were the charges brought againat the Christian religion by its
early oppotients, and such was the manner in which they were refuted.
And though «t was contemptuouvsly styled * The way everywhere apoken
against ;* and though those who embraced it were loaded with the deepest
infamy, yet it has d supezstitions, imposing from their antiquity,
and supported both by learning and power; and it i3 now waiting with
he posure of a ull the herald-angel exclaim, ¢ The king-
doms of this world have become ihe kingdoins of our Lord and of his
Christ.  Alleluia ! for the Le-d God Omnipotent reigneth” H
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OUR CHURCI PROGRESS AND SELF-SUSTENTATION.

LY RLV. JAMES DICK, RICHMOND NILL.

Tt is desirable that a knowledge of the state and prorzess of the United
Presbyterian Church in Canada should be posseseed by all her members,
that they may be able to give to any one who may ask them, a ready and
reasonable answer respecting these things.  In order to thus, the follow-
ing parative view of the congregational statistics within the bounds of
the Presbytery of Toronto is presented. Itis also hoped that some of”
the brethren in the other Presbyteries will give some such information re-
specting the state and progress of the cause within theic bounds. As
members of the spiritual body of Christ, we all rejoice in the success of
his cause in any place, under any of the “sacramental host of God's
elect,” and as members of a particatar Church, we must feel an interest
in the success of the truth committed to us. 1€ there is progress,to know
this will encourage those who take an interest in the success of the
United Presbyterian Church ; and if there is cause for sorrow, the sooner
we know our disease and danger we may be led to apply a remedy,

‘That there has been progress within the bounds of what was once the
Toronto Presbytery, will appear by & comparicon of our statistics for 1845
and 1850.

The following is gn aggregate view of the Statistica for the above
yoarsi—

1845. 1850.
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