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&he Home and Foreign Wecord,
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the brethee  spoke of hisriglhits as a Buitish
subject, he said that he ought to take
higher ground, and remember that he was
a christiun missivnary.  As Mr. Inglis s
quuted authoritics to vindicate the course
which he has taken, he cannot find fault
with me, when I avail myself of a similur
privilege.

I must now say, that I belisve the pun-
ishiment of the Taunese was a great, Lut
unintentivnal  mistake. My missionacy
Lrethren never «could have anticipated the
fearful results, or they would never have
invoked the interpositivn of & man-of-war.
As this i> the first thing of the kind that
happened in the mission, so I hope that it
will be the last.  The weapons of our war-
fare in the glorivas work to which we hasve
devoted ourselves, must be spiritual, and
not carnal.  We shall dv far more to sub-
due, humanize and elevate these natives
with Bibles in our hands, than with the
whole British navy at our bachs. It is the
grace uf Gud alone which can change the
disposition of the heart, and bring these
savage islanders, clothed and in their right
mind, to the fect of Jesus.

The Taunese have mach of my sympa-
thy under the disasters which have befallen
them. I visited them fur years Lefore they
had any missivnary of thar own, and their
treatinent of me was all that Tcould expect
from a leathen peovple. They have not
been guiley of any crimes to warrant the
severe punishmeut inflicted on them. I
regret the bombardment of Tanna because
thus proceeding seems tv be opposed to the
teaching aud example of Chiist, whu did
“not come to destroy men’s lives, but to
save them.” His kingdom is not of this
world, and the gospelis the only instramcut
which Lis servants are warranted tv employ
in the extensien of his cause on earth. Our
holy religion uniformly breathes a spirit of
benevolence, and designs goud to all men,
and injury to nvne. I regret the bombard-
went of Tanaa, becanse it may cndanger,
rather than add to the security of life and

roperty on these islands. A missionary at
*ort Resvlutivn and suie other vulnerable
ponts may be safer than before ; Lut this
.temporary advantage will not compensate
for the insecurity which it will causein other
places, where no mman-of-war can reach the
people. I believe that I am correct in say-
g that for more than ught years previous
to the visit of the Curacon not more than
five Europeans had been killed in the New
Hebrdes, but she had not been away from
the islands more than sixteen months, when
the same number were cut down by the na~
tives.  The exercise of physical power is
far more likely to irritate than soothe the
hassiolis of savage men. The excellent
ishop Pauisun, speaking of missivnarics,
says, “their very defencelessness is their

best protection;” and my own opinion is
that the less these islanders have to fear
from us, the less we have to fear from them.
I regret the bombardment of Tanna because
it endanyers our friendly rclations with the
London “Society’s missionaries who have
still a decp interest in the New Ilcbrides
group. They have in no instance resorted
to harsh measures with the natives. After
the death of Mr. Williams on Erromanga
a man-of-war was seut to the islands to
punish the deed, but the missionarics on
Samoa would not consent to this, so the
ship made o pacific visit, and recovered
sume of the Lones of the martyred mission-
ary, which are now buried on Samoa.—
The Rev. Messrs. Turner and Nisbet were
likewise driven from Tanna, and their perils
were great, and their worldly losses consi-
derable ; Lut they cheerfully endured all for
Jesus’ sakp and the gospels’. I may add
also that no less than six devoted teachers,
four women and two children from Samoa
and Raratonga, in the service of the Lon-
don Missionary Society, have found mar-
tyx’s graves on the New Hebrides, but there
has been no call for vengeance on the na-
tives. I regret the bombardment of Tanna
also, because this act sweeps away at one
stroke the character which we have been
endeavouring for years to establish as am-
bassadors of the Prince of Peace. Natives
walk by sight, rather than by faith, and
understand actions better than words. We
may now tell thesc islanders that we come
to them with a mcssage of love, bug the case
of Tanna will arise in their minds. The
mission on these islands has now a charac-
ter to redeem, as well as a character to
maintain.

I must now close my long letter. Tt has
been a matter of decp regret to me that my
name has been dragged into this nnhap}lay
confroversy I hoped to return to the
work which I love without any public ex-
pression of opinion about cvents which
occurred during my absence. The past,
whether right or wrong, cannot be recalled,
and the soomer it is sunk into oblivion the
better. Instead, therefore, of indulging in
uncharitable reflections on any party, let us
rather endeavour to eclipse the warlike visit
of the Curacoa to Tanuna, by a bold, an ear-
nest, and a prayerful effort, to give these
poor islanders the gospel, which hrings
peace on carth, and good will towards men.

Ever yours, &c.,
Joux GLppIE.
Rev. 1.)]'o.mcs Bayne, D.D., Sec. B. . A,
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