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ings of the Synod ot the United Preshyteri-
an Church, as by far the most important cc-
clesinstical event that has happenedin Scot-
land since the Disruption, perhaps even
more important than the Disruption itself.
But Ishould like that our brethren and
friends here amd throughout the country,
should very deeply pouder, as in the sight
of God, the singular solemnity and respon-
sible position which we now oceupy. 1 be-
lieve, one thing is perfectly clear, thata
step has now been taken by both of these
Churches from whicl: there isno going back
—a step has now been taken which is irre-
vocably in this sense that we never can reco-
ver the position which we have occupied se-
parately from one another exactly as it was
hefore.  We may go forward, and attempt
to consumnite a union, and we may fail.—
Will anybody say that after this night’s pro-
ceedings, viewed in connection with the pro-
ceedings of the sister Church, it will everbe
possible for these two bodies to resume again
exactly the same position with reference to
one another or within themseives, that they
oceupied before these negotiations began 72—
Sir, it is hapossible in the nature of things,
if we are compelled to go out of this attempt
at union, acknowledging it to be a failure,
but that we must of necessity come out of it
standing in very different relations to one
another from those in which we stood before
the attempt was made.  Nay, Sir, we must
come out of it, T am persuaded, with cle-
ments of evil among ourselves that could
not possibly be over estimated. I feel that
this is one of those steps which having heen
taken pledges us, unless God in his Provi-
dence manifestly interposes, to go through
with it, ro go forward with it.  Speak unto
the children of Isracl. Though the sea be
hefore and Pharoal’s host biehind, speak to
the children of Israel that they go forward.

EFFECT ON THE ESTABLISIHMENT.

We may be under a temptation to mag-
nify in a temporal point of view the advan-
tages of this union; we may be under a
temptation to dwell upon the moral power
and immense influence which this union
would give to the dis-FEstablished Churches
of Scotland—this ¥vee United Church of
Scotland, not only in this country but over
the world.  But 1 look forward tothe future
not merely as holding out very bright pros-
pectsof incveased power and inereased influ-
ence, but as involving very grave responsi-
bilities ; and Twould desire our friends look-
ing upon this union and anticipating the fu-
ture, to anticipate it in that spirit, for if it
should please the Tord to makeus who have
been two separate Churches in the land and
bringr us all together, I hope not a solitary
brotheron cither side lefe behind—if itshould
please him thus to weld us into one, can we
doubt that it will be for some great work

connected with the glory of his name.  Sir,
if I could venture to hope that within a few
years this blessed consummation could be
reached, and a Free United Church of Scot-
land, thoroughly Calvinistic, thoroughly
Presbyterian, thoroughly non-established,
set up in theland, prosceuting zealously the
ends which each of the two Churches is now
prosecuting, as regards both home and fo-
reign missions,—I say, I cannot doubt that.
aninfluence wonld be exerted, not only upon
the whole community generally, but, T will
say, without offence, on the Established
Church itself.  If we could present to Scot-
land, and to the Established Church, the
spectacle of a great body, united upon Serip-
tural principles, for prosecuting the word of
God, not distracted about matters of formn
and ceremony,~—not led away by the temp-
tation of an alliance with the broad Church
over the Border, but prosecuting steadily
the Lord’s work, according to the good
old notion of the Calvinistic Presbyterian
Church,our brethren would become ashamed
of these gew-gaw novelties they seem to he
desiving, and I am pevsuaded also, that in
that establishment, if such a spectacle were
exhibited, their professors of theology, in-
stead of cultivating the intimacy on theolo-
gical ground,—cven of the Maurices and
Stanleys, and others of the Broad Church
across the Border,—would be right glad to
come back again to old Scotch theology.—
This'seems to me a bright anticipation, if
we can, by the blessing of God, exhibit in
this country a united church suchas we hope
to see formed,—a chrrch herself prosceuting,
undisturbed either by divers winds of doc-
triue, or by diverse winds—what shall Isay ¢
—by diverse windsof theorgan.  And if we
could present such a Church in Scotland,
I believe that we should see o speedy end
put to influences which I must say at this
moment fill my mind with thedeepest alarm,
for 1 cannot look at the Established Univer-
sity, and the men who are presiding overthe
theological training of students, but with
the very deepest alarm.  For iff unsound
views or latitudinarian principles begin in
the Established halls of the country, they
will not end there.  They will pervadeother
bhodics, and I believe that nothing will check
the progress of such evils as these so eflec-
tually as this very union which we are now
proposing. It would make us heart and
haud united, shoulder to shoulder, in main-
taining the old truth, and standing on our
guard against all novelties.

We could fill many pages with matter
which our readers would perusg with delight
and cdification; but we must conclude.
After o careful perusal of the discussions
on thig subject our conviction is thata very
few years —fewer than many of onr veaders



