
TH-E INSTRUCT'Ro!

NEWV YEAR'S DAY.

IN TWO ClIAPTEIS.

CHAF. I.

641 wish 1 could flnd a solution for one mys.
tory,' said Mary Moore to her motelhr, as
during the iast hour of the last iiigbt or 183e
tlîey sat togctbcr, not over the inspiring ein-
bers of a nutwood fire, as in good old times,
but %vithin Lire eircumbicnt atmnospbcre of a
gralle glowring with Scbuyikill coals.

I& s tliere bug one nsystcry iii life that puz-
zles you, Mary Pl askcd ber mother.

6One more than ail others-and that la,,tvhy
Lizzy Percivai is se, tormented ?'

& Lizzy tormentcdl! she scema to me te, ho
the bappiest girl of ail our acquaiutance.'

6 Mother! did sbe net begini witlî the great-
est or ail earthiy piagues-a step-mnother.'

'A stcp mnother, nly dear cid, is. net of
course a plague.'

B3ut Lizzy's was, you know, mother.'
'A piagac to, herseif, uîîdoubtediy, but the

greatest of ail blessings to Lizzy.'
' A blessing te Lizzy ! what do you mean,

mother?'l
I nicean that the triais of Lizzy's childhood

and youtb devel.)ped and strengthened ber vir.
tures. Lizzy's matchiess sweetness of tenip2r
was acquired, or ait ieast perfectcd, by the
continuai discipline alîich it requircd to endure,
patiently tire exactions and indolence of her
step mother In short, Mary, Lizyy bas beu
anade far better by her relstion %iith lier stL-p
niother. She bas overcome evii and net been
overpewered by it. 1 wib, my dear Mary,
tiîat you could realise tbat it is not tbe c'rcum.
statices in vhbkh we are placed, but tVie teînpcr
ixi wlcccli ve meet tiem - tbe fruit we reap
frein thein, that makes thein either fortanate
or onfertunate for uis.'

6Weli, niother, 1 suppose if 1 was as oid,
and as wise, and, above ail, as gond as yen
are, 1 sbould tbink 'as yeu do-but, lu the
rneantime, I must acceunt sucb a stop mother
as Lizzy Percival's the first and cbicfest o i
axiscries. And tbcns, wbeu if. picascd kied
Ireaven te reward Lizzy's vtrtues by tire renie-
val of this gracious lady, you know, she left
Lbind ber haif a do:zcn littie pledges, te, %vhein
peor Lizzy bas bcen obligcd # deyete and sa-
crifice liersei f.' 1 -

1And Ibis deyetion and self-sacrifice han
macle lier the exempiary and levely creature
she is. lier youtb, instead of being wasted
in frivolity, bas been niait profitably employ.
ed. Duty la iiow bappisiess to ber, and she ii.
rcsvarded a tboaand fold for ail ber exertions
by tbe imlprovement of lier character and tire
devoted jure of lier flttî broîbors and sisters.'

6 WVeil. motlier, you arc vary ingcnious, but
I tlîlîîk, it viii puzzle yen to prove that tberc
is more profiz than loss te Lizzy la bcing
tlîwartcd la beýr afftctiecîs. Neyer %vere there
a truer, a deeper, or botter merited love tlian
Lizzy's for llarry Stuart ; never aîîy tbing
more unreasonable, nor more obstinate, tban
Mr. Percival's opposition te tbeir engage.
ment, and if 1 sverc Lizzy'-sbe besitateri,
and lic r mother flnisbcd tbe sentence -

6 You would take tie matter in!o, yonr owa
band!'

6'1 do net say tfltîc, but t would net submnit
implicitiy, as she dues, tuiliîîg on anid un for
that regimecit of chlldren, and trylîîg wlile
she la sacrificing ber bappitîess te, appear per.
fectly cheerful, aiid wbat provokes me more
tbaîs aI!, bciîig se, tic greater part of tbo time
mn spite of every thing !'

' Ab, Miry, a k-iiid dispisitioiî, a geîîtle
temper and app~roving conscienice, an (cccopa-
tin fr c'.ery momient of a mucst usefîîl life,
miuat niak-, Lizzy ha.ppy, everi thougb the cor-
rent of truc love dees net ruîî smootb.'

4But Lizzy dos flag, sometimes: I, bave
seen ber very sad.'

'For any lengtb of time ?'
Oh, rie ! because she bas alîvays semetbiîîg

or otber t,) do.'
' Truc, Mary. 'cis your hulera tlîat tiake

tbe moat o? nîiaery, and creato* it %vlien it is
nGt rcady made for tîcir bdnds. Lizzy ivilI
finally bave tihe renvard oi? ber virtue; ber
fatiier will relent.

' Ncver-nevcr, mother. Yen bopcsigailst
hope. Mr. Pe-.cival is as preud and ubstinate
es aIl tbc Mvat.gues and Capulets togetbcr.
He la ene of the iilfallibles. lHe prides bin-
self on never changing a reselve, nor even an
opinion-cr. never unsayi ag vibat be bas once
said, and you knowbcnot onîy said, but sworci
and that la Lizzy's pi-.ý,encet teei, tbat she
5
liould neyer niarry a son o? Gilbert Stuart.'

6'Ves, 1 lknow. But continuai d.opping
%scaïs tbe rock,and thesuri, if it werc tosbine,
lonîg cuougli, voula'rAcIt polar lie. Mr'


