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CHURCH IN CANADA,

The following statemonts are extracted from a letter

addressed by Bishop Mountain of Montreal, to the Se-

cretary of the Society for the propagation of the Gospel

ni Foreign Parts, and published in the Correspondence of
the Socicty for 1836.

The case of the Church in Canada, with respect
to the formation and maintenance of its Establish-
ment, is very brietly this: the territory having been,
ncquired by the crown of Great Britain m 1359, a
Protestant populatior by degrees flowed in, wira the
praspect of course of continued sccessions.  Mea-
sares were therefore taken by the Government to
vrovide for the spiritual wants of this populatien. 1.
1791, when thetwo distinct provinces of’ Upper and
Lower Canada were established, by what is common-
ly cailed the Quebec Act—the royal instructions to.
the governors having previously declared the Church,
ot Bugland to be tue established rehgion of the Colo-
ny; to which mstrucuons a reference is introduced;
1 the Act—a reservation of one-seventh of all the
jaads 1n Upper Canada, and of all such lands i the
Lower Province as werc not already occupied by
the French msabitants, was made for th
ot a Protestant Clergy. This measure was intro-
tiuctory to the appomtment of a Bishop, who went
out mn 1783, and whuse diocese was espressly com-
pretiended in the province of Canterbury,in the same
manner as any diocese in the same province in Eng-
Jand. The Bishop procured the erection of a cathe-
dral at Quebee, which was consecrated in 1604, and

)

&

i

< mvested with all honors, dignities, pre-emninences,.

and distinctions of nizht belonging to an cpiscupal
seat and Cathedral church.™
The lutle valneattached, in the earlier stages of

British possession, to tracts of wild land, and the
hopelessuess of obtaimng a fenantry upon the clergy-
lots, solong as the fee-simple ot the same quantity
could be obtained in the way of grants, or for a trifl,
consideration caused that property to be for along,
tune of necessity unproductive; aund it was, in & man-,
rer, disregarded by the Goverament, 1n whuse hauds
tae management of it resided. In 180¢, huwever,
1ieasures were taken to erect a Corporation in each
jrovince, for the management of the reserves; but it
was oot not Ul 1819 that the Corporations went into
operation. About this time, and at intervals since;
several parishes of the Church of England werc le-
pally constituted by the Government in the Lower
Province. In 1821 each province was erected into;
an Archdeaconry; and in 1823, the Upper Province’
was divided into tiwvo—the Archdeaconary of York,
zad that of Kingston. It was in this year that the
decease_of the first Bishop of Quebec took place,,
and in January lollowing his successor was conse-.
crated. The Government bas since engaged a house,
tor s Lordship at Toronto, (the present name of
tue seat of Government s Upper Canada,) to give,
tacinties for dividing his residence between the two
proviuces. )
1 have been desirous of thus eshibiting at one view,
tue successive steps which have been taken towards,
tne regular establishment of the Church of England:
m Canada, worder distinctly to show, that ¢ proper,
braach of the Established Church of England has been;
tiere constunted and recognised by formal, solemn, and,
repeated olets of the Government and Legislature of
Greal Britan, ‘
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if, then, atter all that has been here stated, the
proteciion of England is to be withdrawn, according
to the tenor of Iate proceedings and declarations of
anthority, from this branch ot the Establishment, ity
weuld appear that sucha derelichion must be found-
ed either upun the fact that the expesiment kas fuil-
ed, and the means which have beca provided are
wiihout an object in the country which calls for their
apnlications; or else that the country itself can now,
stiord those means tn some form which had not been.
anticipated, andthat not only the season is come for,
weanng the infant Establishnent from the bosom of),
the parent State, but that new supplies have offered
themselves upon the spot, which dispense with all
necessity for retaining the provision origmally assign-
ed to the Church.

Now, with respect to the first point, the fact is
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the supply has never at any one period bLeen suliei-
rent; and its inadequacy is at this moment felt more
severely than ever, Upon the arrival of Bishop
Mountain, he found six Clergymen established in the
fwhole diocese, with, I believe, fewer churches., Du-
‘ring his episcopate, tho number of Clergy was aug-
‘mented by means of the bounty of Government aud

vof the Church of Eungland in the Canadas has beenjthe Clergy of Lower Cauada, and in almost every
antly progressive from the date of ihe conquest;,

single instanece which has been here given by Mis.ion.
aries of th: Society foc the Propagation of the G
pel in Foreign Parts.

‘There are several straggling and ill-tended flocks,
from the paucity of sheplerds, in the settlements
which lie up the Ottawa River ; amang these the
inhabitants ot a settlement called the Gore, are situa.
ted eighteen miles from tho parish of St. Andrew,

ithe reserves,
¢ support,

isent Bishop, when t© Missionary, for the space of Clergy have ever penetrated to this settlement; and

‘the whole diocese, 1t must be unnccessay to speak;,an account given me, that the people hearing of »
ithe churches of whuch he procured the erection, the Protestant minister whom some circumstance hal
twhich he was often the mstrument of effecting 1n thethrough the woods with their infants in their army

"It is indeed difficult to suppose that the Clergy wouldjer of the Unitarian persuasion ! The station of th

'journeys of 120 miles in the midst of winter upon
Ysnow-shoes.

'travels in the ordinary exercisc of ministerial duty,

the station of the Rev. W. Abboatt, on the River
Ottawa, and are visited by that gentlemanon a weck
day once in a monh. At the time when ¥V wy
there,there was scarcely au exceplion to the profesciog
of the Church of Kngland among these people—nony
1 believe, to a wil ingnesy of disposition to confory
to that Charch; not a few were warmly affectionats
and devout mnembers, and the number of commnri
cants was stated to be cighty. They arve strangers,

the Society to upwards of fifty, and a corresponding
number of churches was erected, The number of
both (1 am not speaking with minute preeision) has
been smee doubled. | a1 possession of abundant
document« io show that the apphications tothe Bish-
ops for Mnisters, during all this perrod, have far ex-
ceeded the means attheir command to answer them;
and that even on the part of rebgious bodies, not
originally cpiscopal, there has existed, in many in-
stances, a decided disposition to coalesce with the however, to the ordinances of the Subbath; and ¥/
Chiurch,—a disposition which nught have been im-jthe mercy of God does not raise vp he'p for them, il
proved to the happiest advantage for the permanentjis more easy than encouraging to forebode what wil
wnterests of religion w the Colony, but for the frequent be theic condition in another generation.  In the
mablity of the Bishops to provide for the demand, township of Kilkenny, 1ying nearto Montreal, 1 haw
and the unsettled condition of questions relating tojbeen assured by one of the principal inhabitan:
that there are 120 families, and that they all belons
Of the fruitful and prosperous labours of the pre-jto our own Church. I do not thiuk that any of ow

twenty years, either stationary or sunerant through)l have no reason to doubt the melancholy truth o

congregations which he formed, the bappy change brought into the adjoining seigneurie, came troopins

habits of the people, are the witnesses of us accept-ito present them for baptism in the name of the Fatho
ance among them, and the monuments of his success. the Son and the Holy Ghost, to one who was a preach

have persevered in the fatigues aud exertions which,;Church of Eng'and nearest to Kilkenny is that a
in numerous iustances, they bave undergove, unless;Rawdon, but there is no communication except by
they had been stimutated at once by experiencing a;making a prodigious circuit; and the proper charg
desire on the part of the people for their mimistrations, ;of the Missionary ut Rawdon is itself far more ey
and a hope io their own breasts, from what they had,tensive and more scattered than can be well provide
been permitted to effoct, that the Divine blessing was;for by the labour of one man.
with thewm in their work, In the county of Megantic, in the south of iy
I could furmish multiplied details of this nature,.St. Lawrence, nearly opposite to Quebee, where nes
which have been hittle known to the world, and which, settlements are now opening in different townshi
on that very account, are the more valuable, as he-jevery year, and where, according to the last censuy
ing exempted from all suspicion of parade. Ileave the members of the Church of England constitute
them under the veil as it regards the names; but since;majority of the whole population, the Rev J L.Alex
the Society has been sometimes reproached with a,ander,Missionary of the Society, isthe only Clergym
presumed character of inertness attaching to the,of the Church of England. His residence is
Clergy in Canada, and since that bounty, which is;Leods, wherv a ghurch has beeo erected. T am pe
so greatly necded from the British public, is pro- suaded that he is faithful and pious, and he divid
portioned to the estimate formed of its profitable ap-this labours as he best can; but he experiences
plication, I caunnot forbear from adverting to a veryjsame difficulty which is experienced by many oth
few simple facts, as examples of the statements which servants of the Saciely : if he concentrates his exe
might be put forth in recommendation of the Canadi-jtions upon the head-quarters of his misson, he leas
an Church. Ido not, of course, mean thut the la-imany outposts veglected, and expnses the Church
bours of all the Clergy are in accordance with thejin his person, to many complaiots ; if he sttemptst
picture which I proceed to sketch—some are, from spread his ministrations over the face of the surrount
situation, not exposed toany necessity for hardships.ing country, his principal and immediate congreg
or severe exertions; and 1t must be cxpected to hap-.tion suffer by necessary consequence, and no derid
pen that some should be less devoted thun others to:fruit and effect of the Gospel ministry among his pes
the cause of Christ; but not tospeak of the episco-,ple are seen any where within the limits of h
pal labours which, from the promisent situation of charge. A neat church has been built at aplace call
those who have successively discharged them, are of|St. Giles, in this neighbourhood, which remains as y¢
neccssity better known, § could mention such occur- unassigned to any single denominution, but whi
rences, as thata Clergyman, upon a circuit of duty,,would have now belonged to the Church of Xoglan
has passed twelve nights in the open air, six 1n boats (according to the intention of the original prejecton
upon the water, and six in the depths of the track-jand,in particular, of a lady at home,who has an inte
less forest with Indian guides; and a Deacon, makingrest in the spot, and following up the intentionsd
his insolitos nisus when scarcely fledged, as 1t were, lher deceased husband, gave communion-plate fort
for the-more arduous flights of duty, has performed|church),had means been at the command of the Bisi
of Quebec to clear off a small incumbrance upon t
I could tell how some of these poor ill- building, and to promise some stated mini-trations
the people. 1 conceive that there is an ample fid
for the labours of two more Missionaries in
couaty.

paid servauts of the Gospel have been worn down in)
strength before their time at remote and laborious sta-

tions. I could give many a history of persevering )
To be concluded in our next number.

defian~e of difficulties snd accidents, through -
woods and roads almost impracticable, and in 2ll the Agtonius, archbishop of Flgrencc in tl_)e ﬁftee{
ceverities of weather; or of rivers traversed amidjcentury, after long, laborious life, often, in his dyi
masses of {loating ice, when the experionced canoe-jmoments declared, as he had frequer tly done in heal
men would not bav' proceeded without being urged.i*¢ To serve God isto reign.”—Church Iistory.
! have known onc winister sleep all night abroad,| It will not avail to beat 8 man off from
when there was snow upon the ground, 1 bave drunkenness into a sober formality ; a skilful mas
known others answer culls to a sick bed at the distance,of assemblies lays his axe at the root; drive still
of fificen or twenty miles in the wintry woods ; andjthe heart. —Dr. Owen. )

athers who have travelled all night to keepa Sundayl In my pursuits, of whatever kind, let this co

as opposite to the supposition just taken ns can belappointment, after a call of this nature on the Sa-
well conceived. The demand for the ministrations turday. These are things which had been done by

ideu(h bed 27— President Edwards.

to my mind, ** How much shall I value tLis on




