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SRS *consequence ’etted and’
. by every-one.-

S onel”™ Ashley d1d not pet Gerald

- He- Was on. the contlary _rather
~'.grave and peremptory Wlth hlm,- P
though always, kind, and I’ think
it showed what a ﬁne l1ttle fellow _
 Gerald was” at - bottom that ‘he.
loved . his, father ‘best|of all- He
,'would do’ almost anythmg to Wlll_
. a word of pra1se from h1m, for he
- admired him xmmensely He was
.80 ‘brave and splend1d he had' a
" sword which -he had worn. in:bat-

’tles ‘Gerald’ Ywas sometx’mesn al-

. lowed to hold 1t in h1s hand and
~ that: was indeed a proud ‘Moment

for him. He passmnately des1red

T to be approved by his father, ‘so
you may imagine how.he felt. when-
as. he popped the last grape mto

his mouth and. turned to go- 1nto the
dmwmrr room . W‘Jd:h the . seeds
squeezed tight -in his ‘hot - little

- hand, a rather stern. voice: demant(l
ed, ‘What haye you there,: Gerald9

What are you eating? -
‘Grapes, papa.’, :
Gera.ld’s cheeks Were very red

but he made no. attempt to evade

the truth. . . :
““Where did. you fret them"’ e
T took them -off the table, .re-
plied Gerald, hls cheelrs crrOng

.

- still redder.

- ‘Did.you have leave to do 80 from

‘anyone? ‘ : .

Gerald beo an .to feel qu1te miser-

able. . ‘No, papa,’ he said, in a low
voice. :

~*Oh, you stole them?!
There was a scornful tone in the
quiet voice which cut Gerald to the

heart. -
‘Papa—indeed, indeed-—I didn’t,

I never meant—they were your

grapes, I thought.

“Mine? Yes, but did - you ask
my legve to take them?
Gerald-did nof reply. A lump

had come in ‘his throat. He felt
very much like crying. :

‘Now, Gerald > said Col.. Ashley,
sitting down and drawmo the
child closer to him, ‘let us talk thls
matter over We are fmends, ‘you

Cand I, are We not?”

‘Oh, papa—yes, yes.
" The little voice was choky.
‘You know how we have t"llls.ed

'very often about what bravel 'y -con-
- sists’ of and how fine it is to be
brave

Now to be blave one
must begin with little thmfrs and
learn how «radually No boy ever

;conquerinfr ‘them: ‘one’
~When you too A"those grapes you than to- win the approval of some

_grapes.’

;yvere ”beaten "It'is mean. and 1.

_tle . things—a; gentleman .and a
'_’brave man W111 not do it. Remem~

‘Gerald looked at the beautiful came into Lis eyes.
fruit, smelled it, hesitated; then. countenance ever. eXpl‘eesed utter . -

~afraid to look - agaih toward the™menting,

: Both »were, s'ecretly happy, espe-
ptatlons-’httle faults and cially G'eralcl—for to" lea.rn your
by one ~own - appmbatmn g even better

lost your l1ttle battle’ - one ‘clse..-And - when “one has

‘Papa I never thought of that—— ' fou"ht with 'self and won, there is a
I only, I’ only—thoufrht of the sense of inward growth and- valor
which is partrcularly pleasant even

w‘Yet——but all the same you When you a1e only six years old

And ‘to-steal things—even very lit- Makmg Frlen ds

My ammal famlly consists of a
berthis, Gerald.’: . dog and a. cat, says: a’ writer . in
. T 'will—indeed T Wl]l ? protested ‘Our Animal Yriends.”; The dog. is
Gerald vnth, energy. Tt seemed a long -time  pet;. the . 1\1tten is a
at the moment qulte easy to res15t -new-comer. I hesitated to ‘take her
temptatlon. o R because Dick detested cats, but

‘But four. mghts after tlns 001_ this kitten was a- diplomatist, and
onel Ashley, coming home earlier She and Dick bécame fast friends.
than usual, saw a little ﬁfrure slip- Just after her arrival Dick went to

'pmo in th]_‘ou(rh the dlnlnc-room %leep on a ]aroe rug in the s1tt1ng

door.” His: ‘face grew ‘dark, but he room, after- curling ‘himself round
followed and ‘stood in ‘the shadow so that there was a“little vacant
of a screen to wateh: what ‘should circle ‘between his body and ‘his
take place, Very slowly the little legs. The cat, who had been play-
feet- went across ‘the room towa.rd ing at my feet, grew tired .and
the table ‘ The (,ﬂlldl&S were it loolled -about for a sleepma place

and the Watcher could see the boy’s
face .as he stood looLlno mtently her indecision vanished. . Wlth the
toward the bowl of fruit on the top greatest dellberatlon she “curled
of: wluch shone a large peach with herself up in“the - ¢ircle of his legs
a.cheek like a ripe rose. - -~ and went to. sleep 5 ‘
_Three- times the little hand ex-  Presently Dick’ awoke. - He
tended itself toward the peach, - r'use-d hls head: lamly' and ‘was
and three it-was drawn baclr
last the -hand: went out for the caught sight of the cat.
fourth tune and took the 'peach, never forget the comical look ‘that
- No -human

he -began slow]y to move toward astomshment ‘miore plainly than
the d001 Col.; Ashley “watched Dick’s. ; For several moments he
hllll n‘]}nn]y and gravely, thout gazed at the cat as if doubtmtr the’
a word. At the very “door, Geraid evidence: of :hi§ ‘Senses, too much
stayed ‘his steps, stood: still for a bewildered to bark. ~Then he slow-
moment thinking, ‘then turned, 1y reached over and gently nipped
hurried back to the table, put the the cat’sear.,

big peach’ in - the bowl exactly
whe:e it had been before and al- dlslod‘re a ﬂy, and slept on. Then
most ran out of the room “as if Dick, who seemed to he - experi-
gave the ear a harder
temptation: whn;ch had -0 nearly nip. This time Cutter started out
overcome him. ' of Ler sleep, raised her head, com-

~ Col. Ashley smlled to h;mself prehended the ‘cause of her trou- '

behmtd the screen, a very pleased ble,promptly clasved the do«r’s no;e
and. happy ‘Smile. with one little paw, and strawht-
" “Thank God,’ he said to l_ums‘elf. way. resummed her sleep.
‘There is a real giant overcome.
My boy is stronwer ‘than 1 thou«rht ) face.was a study, as he lay lookmg
Pr esently he sent into the draw-- at her. . Then, evidently giving.up
1n0-1oom, where_ he found. Gerald the puzzle, he lay. down aga.m and
S1tt1ng gravely by the hre, qulte slept too S T

At about to drop it ‘again’. WﬂJen ‘he -
T shall

Outter rrave her head. a shake, to

Por the next five nunutes chk’s _

ready to hear a’ story, and nelther‘
: ; {hé father nor the son ‘said a word .

-l brave man’ he must educate him- to each other about the bw peach
self’ by ﬁtrhtmo' W1th small things and “the - temptatmn vanqmsheld

"whlch are- the same to hlm—-tem-

Suddenly she spied.: Dick, ‘and |

et e,



