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NORTHERN MESSE NGE R.

THE CONFESSION OF À STINGY Thon gradually te fani floatod baelc

MAN. toîrmird tîxo window, and iu a moment
everything was 'as it hîad been-that is,

nY S. J. SIMITit. all excepting nyself-I f elt thab I was

Thre is. no doubt about it; I was a a cîanged mun'; nîy eyos iad t lusatble

stinugy man. I lived in a meain husue, had opend, a d 1 cnuld se n grievus faut

it poorly fur islhed, paid mmy servant the iihal its eno " ity a Th e that I hadc

lowest possible wages, and ate the cheapest tbe littre chuidren" iac toid xi'.th.t I ad

food thaut coukd bo 1und in the market. been instrumental i hivdorinceg t et.

I gave little to the church, noting te the Persons ta ourIn ce sace related

eedy, and Vas amuîassing a fortune for the thuis loaderi n ccurrenc Pihas deiared

more pleasure of- its ossession. I 'hield it ias ail a dr a u. Poisups toey aiere

muortgages ai half tlie.iious our village, riglt but or iva t cvscious of ain gaings

and showed no nercy for xthe poor crea- t o s leep er hei ai an awskomiug ; thrings

turcs Who failed ta have ready the in- seemed ta sloy chae w as I sut toro in

terost. tîxat pei viith nly eyes -%ide opemu.. I ho-
Otherise I t.as an uprIiglt mar. J lieve it iwas a vision sent by God ta turn

nover was an t ie or stal, I refmaincd muy eyes toward my ownxl shortcominxgs.

frnv ruwig n debt, kept th SabbatIr Hawever, I remained ther for a long tinie

oay rniny, anid is en decon ai the and pondered deeply, hoînestly, seriously,

church which I attended with a regularity on myseli and niy duty. At ast I slipped

that was imdoed praiseworthy. I did net away home witxout stopping ta euk to

understand how I came te be chosen for any person. a

that office-I presume there was a scarcity About a weel iater d met oie of the

of male worcers in the church-but I know deacons, rtho tus accasted mne:
that I was faitful ta all tho duties whic s h Brother Storrs, tue strangest tbo nfg

did not interfere with my own pocketbook. is lxnwi c Grtundisbein- brohe for

Our church building was largo and tN ne now c whape r thie Sunda-schoo .

grand, lhaving been erected only a year N aie nows o is laving it done, not

or two previous to y advenît lu thc place ; evem the pastar, and tIc contractor îrem't
but tho Sabbath-school was lheld in a little teIl.
old structure adjoining the church, one in andIt dees lok strante," I aysrored,

which our people hlad formerly worshipped. and being lu soîîerlxat ai a lîurry, passed

This iras nt laüge enloughi ta comfortably ami iy wiay.
sent all the children, and they were packed Te felloving n mont I surpriseov nysi1f

in there overy Sunday lice sardimes in a ny servant and my frieds y nioving into

box. Besides, the ceiling was very low, a Iuse niore i keepim g ith my k edans.

and on Warmi days the room was almost un- I f ernislied it coinifrtabsyt nesry kmoced

endurable. Of course, it was out of the myuservant erwn w it astonisnent bey

question to have te children neet in the kdbling liervages, a altogetierheguu
church, and our pastor was naking strenu- t lire ikeatin ter people.
ous efforts te collect sufficient money ta theantid e t beatile clapen bras

build a chapel for the little aies. But it growm rapidly asd beautifuly, ahd b-
was uphill work. Several of our well-to-do frem ln too o aur Scho l ad eai
faihiies luac noved out of the noiglbor- asenby rooni *f ihihi ve lad no reason

hood, and ie few that remaind in the to bo ashamaed i

church did iot fcol lilce bearing all tho ex- 1Ai tatro s o n "îsai is te tisoover

penses of tho now building. The people t1e gencrous donor," said te p ostsi ta the

in moderato cirunstances lad been so cldre am tc dal tlLey to possession

ltely taxed for the chrcl edifice that they os te ctapel. sLot us bhi our lords and
viee uuinlejus thux e ive anytlxing ask Ged ta shxower hiossings on aur un-

were unable just then to giv antmeasd'
extra. Yetour pastor would otreliimquislh kne oi friengd.'
thlie idea of having a cofortablo rooin for Onu Qveiuug nery time liio comnegrou-

t ho cliil rôi . N otico aifter iiotic îw is rc I < tien r eusled i upoi •ic 'l' i 'y m n d ou e

that a meeting vould bo uheld te talk the and greeted une vitx u u We've el 'd ye

iatter over, but the people were dis- out, wre've f iund yem ont ut lastl' Acor

couraged, and o few attended that nothimg 1vitimg tîeni i anc t ialcin thei cin-

could be done . At last lue lit on a mow nfortie, I bTg n te inquim e iNtt ii al

plani. le imvited the conugregation ta e int. This irs toic le : Noticiig> the
sociable to be lheld in the Sundny-schiol changéue i iy ma -ner of living, our pasthr

roomî. Then thîey came out in full force, lad uspeOctcr tat it is I tmiao uolt the

anxd the pastor took this opportumity ta clapeu. 0f course, lue eterin ined ta ficd

plead the case iwith themi. Crowded and ont th c truth. Meeting thhe cotractr
unco ifortable as w re the people t mat x iear t t r c rsapel hn e r uii lie sic -

migit, they k ic wr it was far worse for the Il Di Mr. St - s phan tme buihdixg lulîu-

chlildre, for they numbred nany more sh, co did-" t
than the grown folks. It was readily l Ol , o " thce ea aus tred suppos-

agreed that a neir building was necessary, lg that "lc cofess e t h st, l

but no one could décide iowr to get th anl arcluituet."
whmerewithal for the samue. As ta mxuy ielp- To ho sure, thae stIay spread, nd thue

iuxg i the matter, the idea ever occurred onlyvoxdor ias that Iad muet huurd aiE
te uie ; iny muxney belomugeci te mime, andc hefore.
xîot ta th ncmure. Tir1e ioras iglly Wlhen all iad been explained ire pro-

inidignanut iIej- liearc tluis--renirk. ira coded to, maco merry, and I believo I

eue a the brothuers ' at is te matter an safe in, stating that aîmong tho muxanuy

with Deacoi Storrs? Isn't ie the stinugy people présent there was mot one merrier

maiH He migit build the room himself; or happier than myself. I iad discovered

le's able." that it is more blessed to give than te re-

I was too much insulted te remain ceive, and iow I would not go bace ta nxy

longer îwith the others. I slipped awvay old life for the greatest fortune on earth.

frou the meeting and went unnoticed Slould -a stinîgy nan chance to read this

through a side door into the church. The story, I advise.lim ta try my plan and le

gas in thero liad not beeun liglted, but the will never regret it.

muoon, beaminxg throughi the colored glass
of the Windows, lent a soft radianco ta the A GENEROUS GIVER.

holy edifice. I took a seatin a side pow, Martin E. Gray, of Ohio (ire do not give

directly opposite n large ivindow which lis post office address, lest lue be pestered

nas tue prido ai ur eopie. It was ofi itl ail sorts of appeals), is onxe of tme mîost

staimîod glass, and heautiful iuî design. Ili renunrkuhiogivems f ourtiinc. Mamîyyears

the centre was a life-sizo picturo of our -ago io promised the Lord that,- if lie should
Saviour with a little lanmb in his boson. be spared ta a good old age, he ivould en-
Lit up as it was, it seemed almost liko a deavor to give ta the cause of Christ net

living person standing there, and the less than $100,000. Hie is 11v rearly

Saviour appearcd to be regardimg mie ivith eighty years old, and luas ,ailst reaclxed
a tender, pitying gaz."*- The longer I is grâat aim. To the Home Mission So-
lookedi tue more life-likb the figure bo- ciety, iiJanuary, le sent a Nei Ycar's
came, and I grew so used ta the idea that gift af $3,000, making $41;502.66, which
I was not at all surprised whien it slowly lue las given ta this Society in large sums,
descended froi tht1 aido and stood b- aside fron suxaller a1d spécial offerings.
fore me, tîme littie lamh heimxg noir traxus- Heur huas ho donco it ? By groat iîidustry

formed into a living child. Laying lis and frugality in a spirit of consecration to

unoccupied liand gently on nuy head, ie Christ. He begaiife with alnost nothing.
looked kindly but reproachfully into my Fromn a farm and saw-mill, chiefly, have
face and said in a sweet voice that I shall come his resources. He lives anxd dresses

nover forget "Suffer the little children moderately, that ho may give more te pro-

ta comae unto ue, and fcrbid thuenot, for mate Christ's cause on the eurth. This is

ai sucl is the hingdom oi heaven." n is fo ie joy. And, if there is a happier

1an, ln the best siso f the Word, t alîn
Martin Li. Gray, of Ohio, ut. the age of

eighty, we knîow not wvherc ta find hlm.
l'e has the consciousness of îaving hionored
God with his substance in an unusual de-
grec. While there are mein of larger re-
sources who have givenmuore thifu ho, yet,
in proportion to his ability, ho far out-
ranxks them as a goncerous giver, for the
true standard of ineasurement is not simply
the amount a mani gives, but what relation
this bears to lis ability ta give. Honor
the devoted man who thus honors God.
. In a letter written about threo years ago
to the Corresponding Secretary of the
Home Mission Society Brother Gray Çvrote:

" I recdived nuch inspiration im reading
the life of J. S. Cob, of Boston, who gave
$50,000 for benevolence, but I never ex-
pected to be able to give one-half that
amount ; but I am very thankful that the
Lord ias so abuxndantly blessed tho labors
of mny hands that I have been able te give
ta advanxeo his cause,$75,904 up to January
1, 1889. I practice the nost .igideconormy,
as you will sec vlen I tell you tiat during
the past two years I have given over $12,-
000 for the Master and about $500 for my
board, clothes, books, papors, and attend-
ing our anniversarios at Minneapolis and
Washington, and our State Convention
and other missionary meetings.

"I think the Master lias called nia te
this work and woe be ta me if I do net
obey. I love the work, and ain willing ta
make sacrifice of xmany good things of this
life if it can be the means of wixning souls
to Christ and honoring his namxe. If the
Lord should permit me ta live until I am
eiglty years of age, and should bless the
labors of mny hands in the future as in the
past, I would be able to bring the amount,
for benevolence up ta $100,000. If it
would advance his cause more to talce me
homo, I ain willing to go any time, as I
know he will do right."

Martin E. Gray was born in Madison,
N. Y. January 29, 1815. Froxm his earliest
recollection his mind was very tender on
the subject of religion. At the age of six-
teen he was doeply concerned about his
soul's salvation, and after a long and earn-
est strugglo founmd great peace and joy in
Christ as lis Saviour. Net until he was
xninotoen years of ago, however, did lie
unité with the church, wlxen he was bap-
tized by the Rev. Richard Clarke at Madi-
son, N. Y. For several years he was in
poor health. And now ive quote fromi a
brief biographical sketch which lie was in-
ducod to preparo for a friend, and which
wo are pormnitted.to use:

"These were years of great anxiety that
I migIt be restored to leialth in order to
do sono good in the world for tho Master.
As I could not preachI knew if I could
work I could carn mnoney te sustain those
that ive called te preach the Gospel, as this
appeared ta be the means the Lord lad ap-
poited tosavethoseothatbelievo. It iasmiiy
prayer insecret from day to day that Imight
b restored to lealth; and I told him if ho
would restora ne I would coxnsecrate aie-
tenth of xmy earnings te his service, that I
iýouId not follow tho passions or follies of
txis world. I askod not for riches or
honors of the world, but that I niglt bo
an instrument iii the land of God of doing
good in savixg seuls froin oternal death.
My health imiproved slowly until I vas 25
years old, when I could do a fair day's
work. I was subject ta my father until , I
was 30 years old. He would nover permit
me te leave hi m, as itseemed lie could net
get along without me.

"Ii iy thirtieth year I married ene of
the best girls in the Stato of Ohio, and took'
lier ito the family t dô txo werlc fer tie
ivhola heousehelci (as niv mnotlxer's hlealth

was poor). My fatîer gave nie a pair of
steers wxich I brolco axd kept till tley aore
oxen, whicl I sold for $50 wlrx 5 I hs about
31 years aid, it being the first $50 I ]lxad

ver received. 'Vie I was xmxrried fathor
promised ta give ie one-third I could
inalke on thé farn, and one-Ialf .I could-
xnake on the saw-nuill, antd I as te ep
overything in repair, pay ail the lired ll)
.and support tîxe fuxnily. 1 told ny wifeo I
thouglxt i ve could suve $200 por year hy ilîy
doing the work of two men and my vife do-
ing tho work of two women, and we succoed-
ed in laying by that amount for a nuunber of
yearsi so that i six years, with tho inost
rigid economny, wo had laid up $1,353.

The first investnent that 1 made, soon
after I was married, was in a piece of land

.îxî coîxxpany viltîx rny futîxer. XVe beuglib4-
i com pany Wi 1 y fathe. WC ou«I'
it ou tiioxo, und wlîo ie WCad "t paid fer

We sold it and gave a warranty ded my
half af tho pay amnounted ta a littie over
$300. Notvitstandig I had promised
the Lard one-teruth of .what I could earn if
he would restore ie ta health, I had nog-

lected ta do so ; thought I wias poorand
had te work so lard for what I had lie
would not requiro it of nie. Tlis, I ac-
knowledge and confess with shxame. * I
found ta my sorrov thxat there is that'
yhici vitiholdetl mr'e than is'meet and
it tendeth ta poverty. The - title ta the
land that ve sold was disputed, and was
put into court ta be decided; and after
contimuing lu law saine ton years was do--

cided against us ; and I lad ta puy about
$2,000 ta settle it all alone as fathler was
getting old and took no interest in it.

" This I considered the chastenimg hand
of mny leavenly Father for my disobedience
in net paving -my vows unto hini. I was
constantly, meeting with snaller lasses.
Everything seemed ta go wrong. I made
up mny mind that I must fulfil the promise
I had made ta my leavenly Fathier, net on
account of his chastening land, but becauso
it was-a duty ta perfôri-the vow that I
lad made ; and I commenced at onîce to.
pay the one-tonth of mny earnings ta the
different benevolent objects of the day,
notwithstanding I ias dobt on account
af this great loss and mny property was
mortgaged to soeure the payment. Yet I
kept mny payments all up, and the last pay-
ment was iet more than one year before
it becamue due. I felt that there is that
scattereth and yet increaseth. The Lord
blessed the labors of my lands contimually,
and I thoughît one-tentr wras tee small a
portion to give, considering the constantly
increasing demand for monoy ta carry for-
ward the work of the various bouevolent
enterprises of the day, and that I would

give one-fßfth of my imcome until I, was
worth a certain amount, and then I would
give all, except a plain, prudent yiving.
And much sooner than I expected was that
amount reachedand$7.00 over. Icollected
$1,000 iinediately, and sent it te' the
treasurer of the Hoie Mission Society, .t1
being the largest ainuunt- I had ever p.aid
at one timiio for beievolence. I feel just
as anxious to make money now as ever,
not that I iay follow the faslions and
follies of the world, not that I mnay have a
nie of being benvolent, but thxat I mxay

Win souls for Christ. My motto, is 'aie
more soul for Jesus.'

"lWhat I have ias been mada by farm-
ing, iicluding a saw-uînill an the farm that
we run in wet veather wihen we cannot
work on the fari. Wlhen I figure up tho
amxount at the cnd of the year that I have
paid for tho.different bonovolent objects of
the day, it is veiy strange where the mioncy
comes froi ; it seeims alnest a miracle. I
send the amount of ny free-will offermxg,
not boasting, but witl the prayer thxat the
Lord will bless it to lis- own honor and
glory, and that I nay b an imstrument in
his lands of savimg seuls."

A LESSON OF. SPRING.
Wc wNlked with silent trend
The "city of the dead"

(My littie mailen prattling merrily),
Tho air vas warmi and stilied,
Yct carth and air vero thrilled

With Spring's exultant breath of prophecy.

And ail the smiling sod
Sont incense împ ta God

Froin wild whito Enster lillies, snall and sweet,
Each holding gladly up
Her pale and pearly cup

Sot'round with ilow-drops, in a crown complete.

Faint clanging overhoadTmo pilot wid-fowi mcd

His coliumns, like a wisi-bono flunug on higi,
'Till, far against the bue,
They mielted out of view,

Winging tieir way along the trackless sky.

with blueeycswonder-wide
21y lttie mnaiden cried,"Wmo tcflcd the liles 'it iras timno to cornol?"
w Tio Ono Whoe sotds t word
Ta evcry exiled bird,

That he niuy seck again his northern homo.

" The One Who conquered Deathi
Tojjustify our faith

Will call us fromi the grave, like Easter flowers
Wili guide our spirits forth
Like wild-birds from the north,

Till the eternaljoys of heaven are ours.
-Mrs. McVean-Àdams, in Youth'a Companion.


