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to create an advanced Connexional opinion with referenc-e to
needed enterprises wvhich the Connexional. courts and authorities
arC usually the last to originate. HFe wvas an early friend, and 15
becoming the wise promoter anid moulder of lay delegation in
the British Conference. The fear of the chiarge of Ilprecipi-
tancy,> " loss of dig)nity," '<nevelty," or Il crotchetiness," terns
usually applied liberafly to, any one who has a foresight beyoud
bis compeers, and a true grea,,tness, thiat -viii make condescending
advances and timely concessions> did not witbhold bis baud frorn
casting abroad tbe tract embraciugy an overture for the unity of

Methodismn in Ireland, wvhere it wvas rnost cruelly enfeebled by
division, a measure which is just iiow preseiiting its ripened fruit
to the deligbted taste of ail uniori-loving, Christians.

Whence suchi a man carne ? What were thie impulses and
irifluences which gave origin and shape to bis upwarcl and onward
course ? Wbat 'were the offices hie has filled ? Thie positions of
influence lie bas occupied ? Wbat the trials which brouglit out
the pure gold of bis character until bie reachied the elevated
pedestal wvhere hie now stands?-are questions flot only innocently
curious and of gYreat value, because of thieir instructiveness, but
questions whicbi we bave oniy siender materials for answering,
yet materials xvhichi we miust, essay to collect and present in a
very summi-ary form; and if we sbould not present them at ail, it
would no t detract from. t'le sublime moral spectacle displayed in the
public and private character Of thle 1ReV. WILLIAM ARTHUTR, M.A.

In 1819, a child wvas born in the County of Antrim, Ireland-
a friend of ours, who claimed to know biin in boyhood and to
hiave witniessed bis conversion, says, of Presbyterian parents,
which, if true, would not make against bis baving beeri the
subjeet of proper instruction and discipline in childhood. 11e
is said to have been tasteful and studious and to liave loved
poetry. He 'vas neyer large of stature, and was rather Petite
iu boyhood. H1ew~as converted at sixteen among, the Methodists,
whose theology expanded bis mind and heart beyond tbe limita-
rian creeci in wbici bie had been brougbit up. A distinguished
]Irish visitor to this country told us, some years ago, that from.

y wa-nt of bymnic lore, the boy-con-vert poirited bis first relation of
* ~experience by a passage fromn Tom Moore's "Lalla Rhook."' He


