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TAE OANADIAN ORAFTSMAN.

THE ALBERT EDWARD LIFE-
BOAT,

Generosity is never utterly thrown
away. Like bread oast upon. the
waters, it returns affer many days.
In some oases results follow with
pleasing rapidity, and sometimes in a
form that is peouliarly pgratifying.
Bordered all uround as this country
is with rugged and dangerous coesta,
apon which the ever restless and oft-
$imes stormy waves dash with relent-
less foree, the necessity of precaution
ogeinst shipwrecks is particularly
argent. For many years the National
Yifeboat Institaution has performed
most valuable duty in this respect,
and now our coasts are dotted over
with buildings containing boats and
life saving gear, under the charge of
brave and gallant seamen. Many of
the boats and gear are the gifts of
persons or institutions, and oue of
these Lifeboats owes its existence and
usefulness to the membersof thecraft.
The boat is very properly named after
our Royal Grand Master, and is ealled
the ¢Albert Edward.” It isstationed
at Clacton-on-sea, where it has done
good service. On several occasions
during the past year it was instru-
mental in rescuing many persons |
from peril and even from death. a
misfortune, however, befell this noble
little vessel on the 28rd alt., which
anfortunately resulted in the loss of
ftwo of the brave crew. The follow-
ing account of the event, the acour-
acy of which we can vouch for, will
tell its own tale of manly daring and
endurance:—

At about 10 p.m. on the 23rd Januery,
the Albert Edward Lifeboat was promptly
Ieunched in reply to signals of distress,
Quring a gale from the W. N.W. Theboat
proceeded under close reefed canvas
across the Swin, and when about mid-
channel, the coxswain ordered the second
coxswain to burn a blue light, so that a re-
Pply might be obtained from the vessel in ,
distress, no signals having been seen from !

her for some time. While the blue light
in question was being held, two or three

very heavy seas, in guick succession, struck
the boat, one of them breaking into the
sails. The coxswain iramediately put the |

helm down, but the boat, instead of answer-
ing it, heeled over, and then turned over to
port, the coxswain calling on the crew to
“hold on.” The boat came up on hex star-
board broadside and there remained. Tae
coxswain managed to pull himself up to
the port side from under the ropes and
there found one of the crew. He at once
endeavored to free the sheets, which were
foul, but being unable to do so, he, with
great presence of mind, pulled out his
knife and ocut them. The boat's head,
which had been checked by the anchor
falling overboard, now came round, head
to sea, and she immediatelyrigl.ued. This
was abt about 11:30 p.m., The coxswain
having caded over the crew, found two
missing, viz., Cross, the second coxswain,
and T. Cattermole, He can only account
for their loss by their being down on the
lee side and being hampered by the ropes.
and oars. The boat then laid-to at anchor
until daylight, but nothing could be seen
of the missing men or the wreck. Sail
was then set, and Clacton was reached at
11:30 the following day. All the men
were thoroughly exhausted with the im-
mersion and the cold wind. Cross, the-
second coxswain, leaves a wife and si%
children under fourteen years of age, and
Cattermole, & wife and three children
under four years of age. Captain Carter,
R. N., the District Inspector of Lifeboats,
at once proceeded to Clacton, and made
inquiriez into the circu...stances of the
cage. After full consideration, he is of
opinion that the accident was occasioned,
in great measure, if not entirely, by the
foresheet getting foul. Great praise is due
to the coxswain, who, when the boat was
capsizing, urgently impressed on his men
the importance of holding on.

A local subseription is being made
for the relief of the widows and
children of the two men, towards
which His Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales has contributed £5. The
National Lifeboat Institution has
subscribed the sum of £450 towards
the fand—£250 for the widow with
six children, and £200 for the widow
with three children = The noblesf
fact of all in conneu -on with this
melancholy disaster remains to be re-
corded. The men who endured so.
much on the occasion referred to,
received from the Institution s money
payment for their services, but, like
generous-hearted fellows as they are,
they handed over the whole of the
amount to the widows of their un-

fortunate colleagues. One who knowa.



