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IT IS COMING

The Plehiscite Bill has not yet been
introduced into Parlinment. The long
delay that has occurred has led to some

party would result from having special
attention called in the ballot paper to
one of the least desirable consequences.
The liquor party has asked that the
ballot shall call attention to the
| probable increase of taxation and that
| the public shall be specifically asked
whether or not they desire this
increase.

It is not anticipated that the people
will go to the polls in ignorance regard-
ing any aspect of the guestion of
prohibition. It will have been discussed
on the platform, and in the press.
Every possibility of its consequences
will have been canvassed. Some of the

to whether the advantages or disad-
vantages will be the greater. This is,
however, no reason why the ballot.
should discuss the one or the other.

It must be distinctly borne in mind
that the proposal to complicate the
question of prohibition with the ques-
tion of taxation in the ballot to he
used, is a proporition made by the
liquor party for the purpose of giving
their side a special advantage in the
voting. We cannot believe that the
Government will be unwise enough or
unjust enough to listen to the special
plea of those who are simply selfishly
striving to have the liquor traffic
continued.

expressions of fear that it is going to
be again left over. There is not much
dang.r of such a contingency. The)|
Government is fully committed to the |

ORGANIZATION.

While we are waiting for the enact-

voters may hold different opinions as.

committee are ieading representatives
of religious denominatione and heads
of provincial temperance bodies. The
whole question will be carefully con-
sidered and any declarations that it
is deemed desirable to make will be
before the public without delay.

GETTING READY,

The prohibitionists of Canada have
accepted the wise conclusions worked
out by the Dominion Alliance Council
last July, when it was clearly shown
that the management of the Plebiscite
campaign would have to be, to a great
extent, provincial in its character.
The Plebiscite will probably be taken
under the new Dominion Franchise

Act. In this case the franchise will
vary somewhat in the different
provinces. All the details of work can

only be perfectly arranged by those
who are familiar with local conditions:

Organization is under way in every
part of Canada excepting the Pacific
| Province, and it is anticipated that
t British Columbia will soon also be
.ready for her sbhare in the contest.
"When the Plebiscite Bill has been
| passed the Alliance Council will name
'a Plebiscite day which will form a
{starting point for special campaign
“activity in every part of the Dominion.

THE KLONDIKE.

Canada is stirred over the serious

there must be at least one of whom
you once thought it impossible that he
should ever be the slave of drink. He
used to be as well conducted, as strong
of will, as you are now. You have
been wise in your own interest to hedge
yourselves round with the safeguards
of your temperance pledge. But besides
the personal motive you, who have
such power for good, should exert that
power.

“Let us be practical, and see what
we can do. There is plenty of oppor-
tunity for good work, for there is a lot
to bedone. Think of it ; there are four
hundred licensed saloons in the city of
Montreal alone. These are four hun-
dred agencies working against you,
The saloon keepers gave organized
themselves into the Licensed Victual-
lers’ Association, with an organ of their
own, The licensed Victuallers’ Gazette.
They are very much in earnest and
closely watch whatever affects their
interests. They take a very active, a
very tellinF part in municipal and even
in national politics.

“ Compared with this, what are you
doing? You know that the saloon
keepers are a power in politics, What
would the chances of a candidate in
St. Ann's Ward be, if the saloon
keepers were to pronounce against
him? But, if you men were, as you
must be, just as much and as practical-
ly in earnest as they are, you, and not
they, would decide and give the seat to
whom you pleased. Then do, for God's
sake and for the sake of your neighbor,
only one-half as much as is done .y
the enemy.

*‘ Teach your political party, if neces-
sary, that the men who are working in
the cause of humanity are to be reckon-
ed with. Insist on a wisely testrictive
legislation as regards the sale of
intoxicants. At best it is a dangerous
trade. Gunpowder and dynamite can-

taking of a vote. It h",s l)ee" d(uﬁ"ite]y | ment of th(? Plel)iscilc Bill Which Wi" be ,
promised that a bill will he presented : the signal for the commencement of the
to Parliament during the present ses- | fight, we should not fail to wisely use
sion. Other matters of urgency have | this opportumty for thorough organi-
been occupying the attention of the?mti‘m- Our success in the coming
legislators, but most of them are now i struggle will depend largely upon the
out of the way. The Franchise Bill, ! systematic management of our work.
which was supposed to be a necessary | The people must be thoroughly
antecedent of the plebiscite measure, | quickened and informed. Thorough-
has been adopted by the House of ;i ness is imnpossible without method.
Commons. We confidently look forl Many counties have already their
the promised legislation at a very early | committees formed and their plans
date. More anxiety exists relating to ’ laid. Others have yet done nothing in
the form which the proposed plebiscite | this direction. They are waiting for
will take. | some specinl lead, for someoune to
| devise some exceptionally perfect plan,
“This is unwise delay. It is better to
“work in the worst way than to do

The Liberal party promised to take  nothing. No one shonid wait for
a plebiscite upon prohibition, if placed ' another. Whoever feels the need of
in control of the Government of|the occasion should make a beginning.
Canada. That promise was a prominent' There is wisdom and knowledge
plank in the platform upon swhich the i enough in almost any community now
party secured a majority in the House : to ensure effective plans and methods.
of Cotnmons, | It is of course well to have as far as pos-

There was no doubt in the minds of | siblethesameprinciplesandideasunder-
the people as to what was intended. | lying organization in different parts of
The public expected that voting would | the country. To aid in this the!
take place in which the electors would . Alliance Secretary will promptly and |
be asked to mark their ballots for oricheerfully furnish suggestions with
against the enactment of a prohibitory “forms of constitution, etc., for both
law. Of course the voting for prohi-llncal and county organizations, to
bition implies a willingness 1o accept : any friends of the cause who will|
the condition and results of prohibitory apply.
legislation.

A STRAIGHT !SSUE.

It is expected that some of these
results will be gratifying toevery right-
think.ng citizen. A lightening of:
public burlens, an improvement. in
public health, promotion of genera:
prosperity and a lessening of pauper-
ism, disease and crime are among the
benefits which we hope will come from -
the suppression of the cale of intoxi- |

AVOID IMPATIENCE.

Some temperance bodies have In-enl
discussing the desirability of retusing!
to take part in the Plebiscite, if theve
should be submitted a question so
complicated with other issues as to
prevent a fair expression of public|

not be stored indiscriminately. Dan-

i peril of the liquor-traffic’s activity in
‘the great Yukon country, where men
of all classes are now gathering in a
: rigerous climate, underexciting circum-
'stances, and away from contract with
Ithe institutions and agencies that
absorb attention in the intervals
i between the long hours of arduous toil.
i Liquor is dangerous everywhere, but
|in mining communities it is found to
‘be most productive of lawlessness,
death and demoralization of every
kind.

The Dominion Parliament has been
stormed with petitions and appeals to
prevent the introduction of liquor into
the new country. Beverage sale of
intoxicants there is absolutely in-
excusable. Yet permission to take
in liquor has been given by the Licu-
tenant-Governor of the North-west
Territories with a recklessness that is
appalling. Last year a return recently

gerous substances cannot be sold even
by druggists otherwise than under
certain assurances. Therefore, the
selling of drink which leadx so often to
madness and crimne, and is the cause of
many a broken heart, should be com-
passed round with even greater guards
and guarantees.

“ Bring your unquesitoned power to
bear. Stand for temperance always and
everywhere. Make yourinfluencefelt in
elections. See that the names of good
men are registered on the voters’ list.
Make yourselves a power in the land.
Then success will crown your worthy
efforts ; gou will have done a noble, a
holy and a patriotic work, and Gaod,
who has promised the recompense for
a cup of cold water given in his name,
will reward and bless you here and
hereafter forevermore.”

ALCOHOL AND THE DEATH-RATE.

Some interesting information s
given by Mr. William Bingham, of the

| take in dealing with this serious evil.

laid before the House of Cominons!Sceptre Life Assurance Company, on
shows that last year from May 5th to i the practice of insurance offices as to
August 30th inclusive, permits hadthe lives of publicans. Eight offices
been given covering 17,737 gallons of ' consider the risk too unfavorable, and
spirits and that all the quantities were ; decline to except this classof life. The
not reported. { Prudential used to charge an extra

The Governmeut is alive to the.premium of £1 Is. per cent.. but about
danger that exists. Of course the|a year ago this was raised to £2. con.
wealthyandgreedyliquortrafficwilluse | sequent on the unfavorable experi-

L every possible argument and influence | ence of the office in this class of lives.

to secure permission to continue its| At first these lives were taken at the
deadly work. Friends of temperance |ordinary rates, then after disastrous
must not slacken their efforts, The |results, about twentv-three years ago
Govermuent should be given to under- ; the company restartedt with an extra
stand fully that the Christian temper- premium cf 153, afterwards raised to
ance sentiment of the country will: £1 1s, and finally to £2. In other
sustain them in the most oxu'emelﬂfﬂces from 5s. up to 30 per cent. on
measures that they find necessary to the premium ; but the majority charge
i £1 1s. There is only one at the highest
figure, one addes seven years, one

cating beverages. These advantages
must be won at the cost of some
sacrifice. Diligent effortsmust be made
to secure a thorough enforcement of

opinion upon prohibition. Any such
action would be decidely premature.
Even if thete were a stroug probability
; that the ballot to be used be in some
. desitable form it would be improper to

I charges 7 per cent., another £2 23, It
“is somewhat remarkable that the same
. class of life should he weighted with
such widely-differing rates of extra
wwemium. This lcoks as if each office

THE SALOON IN POLITICS.
From anable sermon recently preach-
ed in St. Ann’s Church, Montreal, by ;

the law. Fora time nodoubt taxation gav what course of action should be
must he) increased in some ather direc- ko until the form of ballot had heen
tion. Parlinment is, however, alveady oo and considered. We are strongly
committed to the declaration that the hopeful that the Government will not
prohibition policy is right, and that present the question in such form as
the advantages are such as to warrant.| unjustly handicap people in the
the proposed legislation. i voting. As soon as the Bill is intro-

The benefits are as necessarily related ' Guced into Parlisament there will be!

to the proposed legislation as are the held a conference of representive
other anticipated results. Some ene | prohibitionists, who will carefully
mies of prohibition, however, conceived | consider its provisions and watch its
the idea that an advantage to the liquor | progress through Parliament. On that

RRev. Father Cavanagh, 8.J., of Lovola
College. we clip the following para.
graphs, and cordially commend them
!t,o the careful consideration of the

ad rated according to its own experi-
ence. As to licensed grocers, whose
rise in mortality ‘was commented on
by Dr. Farr shortly after grocers’
licrnses were instituted, it is most
remarkable that two offices rate their

! friennds of temperance, who are, we
; fear, paying too little attention to the
- growing and dangerous influence that
the liguor traffic is exercising in politi-
cal affairs :

* The saloons are almost everywhere.
There is not one of you but must unfor-
tunately know too many who are sad

| victims of intemperance. Among these

extra at 10s. r cent.,, and one
office at 16s. s the publican alone
among traders has to produce evidence
of Food character, and is generally
well housed, clothed, and fed, the
offices must consider the mortality
risks very high to demand such extra
premiums, and somne even to absolutely
decline to accept such lives at all.— The
British Mediwcal Journal,




