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for the great battle of life. Twenty-fivo years lience this number
nay be augumented by as many more. Wo can ill afford to fold
our arms and let the progress of the age whirl by. If ive do so,
we may expect to go to the wall. The watchword of this age is
" educate." Our schools arc our lines of fortifications. " Educa'
tion," says au cminent writer, "is a botter eafeguard of liberty
than a standing arnmy." Let us thon see to it that our liberty is
ensured, our army of educators well disciplined, our narch one of
continued triurnli. Ours are noble conflicts-truggles for the
mastery of intelligence and virtuo over ignorance and vice. Go
oit, then, teachers of Ontario, with your noble work. Build our
educational institution so high that it may reach heaven in ils as.
pirations; so noble and pure as to be a temple of living aid sancti-
fied souls; and nay the spirit of our country's greatness throb in
it.sstructure, itscorner stone, and belfry, its dustunito with inimor-
tality, and the beauty which lingers around its suznnmit moelt away
into eternal sunshine.

SLANG.

(Fron the Sackville College ".4rgosy" for April.)

DEn& EDirous,-In the last issue of the Argosy there appeared
an article front the pen of " Slap Bang," advocating the extension
rather than the suppression of slang. I have nom idea that the
editors or a inajority of the patrons of the Argosy coincide with
" Slap Bang " in that particular. Nor do I think that he himself
would liko to be bound down to his own vocabulary. Were such
the case, we certainly night tremble for our "noble tongue."

"Siap Bang " objecta to Worcester's definition, and gives us his
ideu. that slang embraces all words and phrases that are not clase-
cal. " To'call," says ho. " all slang 'vulgar,' is. I think, unfair:anu.
untrue." It may be unfair aud untrue to call all the words vulgar
which bis wide classification would brinig under the appellation of
slang ; but doues it make the luw, unieaning jargon, now known
as slang, purer or more comprehensive to place it with all the
other words in the language nut pumel> classical '

Vithi all due deference tu the ideas of " Slap Bang," in my
humble opinion, front the origin of the word, Worcester's defini-
tion of slang is the correct one. Fron good authority we claim
that the word itself caine in use in the following way. In niany
countries criminals were sent to the galleys for pnishment. While
there they were chained in couples to prevent then from escaping.
These fetters were usually fast ened un their legs, so as to leave
their hands fre for labor. Now the bnnds with which these con-
victs were thus hampered, were called slangs, and their dialect was
called slangus talk, or talk peculiar to those wcaring slangs, and
fron that expression ve receive the tern slang. Thus wu see that
slang is only an abbreviated name for the language of thieves,
robbers and all kinds of criminals and convicts. Since language is
the expression of thought, can it bo expected that from such a
source we would get strong expressive terms, refined and polished
speech ? Would we not, on the contrary, expect the language of
such a class to correspond with their thoughts and actions? And
must we now surrender the thoughtful expressions of our master
minds for a coarse, unmeaning dialect, originated in doens of vice
by the lowest refuse of society ?

" The polite world." says he, " is sickening of a 'vague discase,'
that disease is propriety, and the malady is 'catching.'-' Were the
above truc, does lie expect te armst the "vague discases" and for-
ever stay its ravages by substituting for words that "go with
freedoi, thought and truth te rouse and rule the world " those
born in slavery, destitute of uicaning, and abora of virtue and
truth 2 Thon if this " vague disease," propriety, is " catching,"
the use of slang must be still m.re contagions, for ho claims te
have a majority.

In my opinion, the use of slang, in most cases, is a proof of
ignorance, for no gentlcnan with a noble language at bis con-
mand would be compelled to draw front the vôcabulary of coughs
and rowdies to express bis ideas.

Go on, Slap Bang," if you want to, and instead of saying
aristocracy say big-bugs, or uppcr crust, as I heasrd a pupil in one
of our schouls defino the word a fow days ago. "Sling your

slang" around if you think youi can do no with impunity, but re-
meiber that of it you cannot say-
"It goes with all that Proplots told and riglteous Rings deaired.
\Vith all that groat Apostles taught, and glorious Greeks admired-
With Shakespoare's deop and wond'rous verso and Milton's lofty mind-
Witl Alfred's lavs, and Newton's lore-to cheer and bless mankind."
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Values.

20 1. Show that î = 'W and that =9-÷5.
SimplifV

21×4.75 of (4¾-8fi)+ + 4 2 .
8j 21.5×X18}÷.2 î5

of (8½×å÷9) of £5 16s. 8d.).
20 2. Expain ithe rule for " pointing " in division of decimal

numbers.
Divide 81-47 by 839-2765 correct te five decimal places,

and find the product of 8-706205 by -0084005 correct te six
decimal places. [20 narka if done by contracted methode,
otherwise 10 marks.)

20 3. Extract the square root of •097199881 to six docimal
places.

Simplify (V-54-23'-00008925)÷1-16+#'02).
20 4. A rectanigular courtyard, 180 feet long and 185 feet

wide, lias a path running round it of the uniform width of
10 feL 6 inches; the path is covered with gravel at a cost
of 22.4 cents a square yard, and the remainder of the court-
yard is covered with turf at a cost of 17J cents per 100
square feet: find the utire cost.

20 5. The amount, at simple interest, of a sum of money at
a certain rate per cent. is 8698.38 for 8 years, and 3640.80j
for 51 years: find the principal and the rate per cent.

20 6. A grocer mixed two kinds of wine, worth, respective-
ly, R2.40 and $3.20 a gallon, in such proportion that by
selling the mixture at -2.80 a gallon hè made a profit of
10 %: find the proportion in which the wines were mixed.

20 7. A morchant invested a sumn of money in Federal
Bank stock at 112, and after receiving a balf-year's divi-
dend at 4 % lie immediately sold out at 115j; lie received
atogether (i.c., from dividend and profit on sale of stock)
$810 more than he lad invested. Find tho amountorigin-
ally invested.

20 S. A and B form a pirtnership, A's capital being to B's
as 5:8; at the end of 6i months A withdraws 20 % of his
capital, and a month after, B withdraws 881 of his capital;
at the end of the year the profits are found te a $8047:
how shouhl this be divided ?

20 0. A note draw'n at 185 days, with interest at 8 % per
anunm, is discounted by a broker 75 days before maturity;
the broker 1 ives $375.80 for the -note, and makes at the
rate cf] ! % per annum on his money. Find the amount
for which the note was drawn.

e -


