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duty to God and to man. It Is ncccssary for
you ail not only to be stirr-d up to the keen
pursuit, which I should be the last to dis-
courage, of those prires which are open to
you, cither at school, in college, or in life,
but nevcr to forget that thcre are higher
enjoymants and higher dutics connectcd with
the due appreciation of knowledge for its
own sake, and to remember that it is the
effort to win, rather than the victory, which
bas real value. For while the victory in a
competition may bc the means of laying the
mind aslecp, and inducing it to rest upon
what it bas donc, yet the effort, the truc,
honest, manful effort, whcther it be successful
or not, will have left its mark upon the char-
acter, will have left you more competent and
more vigorous for the discharge of cvcry
other duty, and better disposed to face and
grapple with the difficulties which in one
shape or another must bc your lot in life.
Well, gentlemen, you are here destined for
many careers, rnany of you, no doub.t, foi-
lo>ing probably the example of distinguished
parents, will devote your lives to the defence
of your country in the military profession;
some of you will find your way into the
sacred profession, which has in other times
been held to be one of the loftiest to which
a human being could devote himself, and
which I believe, so far from dcclining in its
importance or in that true promise of internal
reward that it offers, is bccoming from day
to day more and more arduous, and for that
very reason more and more honourable, more
and more attractive, as it ought to be, to
honourable minds. Many of you will find
your way into other professions; some of you
will probably take part in the government of
your country, but rely upon it that it is not
fnr one of those professions alone, it is for
aIl, that the benefits of education are intend-
cd. They ail rest upon the same footing.
They are ail directed to the same end-the
end of giving glory to God by the perform-
ance of duty, by the due use and full im-
provement of the faculties which He has
given. In this process you are engaged-;
you are not the first generation, of scholars
that bas passed the Wellington College,

but youi are amongst the first. Lct us think
what this College is to be in future times.
I do not cntertain any doubt but that, as it
has already taken, so it will pcrmancatly
hold, a high and honourable place amongst
the institutions of the country. I triut, and
I believe, that generations hcnce, others, wor-
tbicr I hope than I, may stand where I am
now standing, to encourage the youth of that
day, as I would fain encourage the youth of
this day, to honourable, determincd, and
manful exertion."

MR. BRIGHT AT BIRMINGHAM.

The prescnt Mayor of Birmingham, Alder.
man Collings, having occasion to inaugurate
the opening of the new municipal building,
did not seck, as is customary, to secure the
presence of some royal or other distinguishcd
personage for the occasion; but preferred to
do it in a much more significant and praise-
worthy fashion by inviting all the clemcntary
teachers of that important midland town to
a conversazionc. This event is noteworthy
as indicating the estimate in which the teach-
ing profession is beginning to be held in
England. Its importance was enhanced by
the prescnce of Mr. John Bright, who made
a speech on Education, the sentiments of
which were quite in harmony with the oc-
casion. In the course of his remarks, Mr.
Bright said: "Ibeg to thank the Mayor for
permitting me to bc here to-night. I think
that to see these rooms, to see this audience,
to feel that I am in the presence of five or
six hundred perzons who are engaged in the
honourableoffice of teaching in theelementary
schools in Birmingham, is a great pleasyre.
The meeting I hold to be one of a peculiar
and of a very interesting character. I do
not know where such a meeting bas been
held before. Certainly, for myself, I have
never been present .t such a meeting, and
I think the Mayor bas acted wisely, kindly,
and in accordance with his cl;aracter, and in
accordance with the course he bas taken dur.
ing his year of office, in asking the school
teachers here to-night, on a night when these
rooms are being opened for the first time,
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