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forgotten thait the uscfulnc.. and evcn
the vcry rain '//,rr, of his otfice de-
pcnd tpon the uccssfu supplying
from time to time of the de6ricnics
which ncccssarily must be in evcry
education Art, no matter how rom.
plete , tnat 1%, uipon wisely attendn.;
to thos.c details which no l,cgislature
can provide for. If tin he rannot,
in the nature of thingi. surressfully
suîpply tiese dcficences, and rompe-
tently attend to thesc details, the vcry
cxistence of his officc is unneccssarv
-nd cven dchudng, for the peoplc
nturally repose confidenre in hin
wiscly to supply those rcgulations
which the l.cgislaturc lcavrs unen-
acted.

It is my natuired opinion that he
cannot in the nature of things supply
thec deficienries of the clucation
Acts; for in the nature of things ie
will be incompetent to do so. Ile
ought from his p>osition to be an cdu-
citional expert, and thoroughlv fa-
miliar, not only with the theories of
education, but wih their practical ap-
Yilication in other countrics, and more
epecially in our own Province. No
niman who has given the neccssary
study to educational matters to bc
thus familiar with them, will be of
sutlicient political eminence to be
made a Cabinet Minister. Neither
will a party-leader consent to take an
untrained and non-partisan politician
into his Cabinet, although an eminent
educationist. Neither will an educa-
tionist of ment enter a party Cabinet,
bound, as he would be, to consider
party triumph and majority greater
ends than educational progress. Nor,
even were the consummation reached
of having the most capable education-
ist in the country the Minister of
Education, would any real solution
have been made of the educational
problem. The day for autocracy has
passed. Authority which is unregu-
lated by discussion and the represen-
tation of every interest concerned, no

matter how wise in itself, never can
aItisfy an intelligent onstituenr

And our educational syteim conccrns
so niany tnterests, that no one n'an.
however wisc or expcriencd in thosc
mnatters whirh the I.rgislaturc leaves
indcnnite, ran absolitely excrcixc au
thority;arepîtably to trustcc, teacher,.
inspectors, and ail who arc dccIly
concerned in educational matter%, or
even to the great body of the peo,.
generally.

Tt will perhaps he argued that there
is no greater reason for separating the
cducational administration from the
regular goverimcnt, than for remo-.-
ing any other dlepartmnt-that of
Crown Lands, or of Public Works, from
ministerial control. At first sight
this sceens truc, but the re;cmblance
of the Education I>cpartment to these
others is very slight. In the first
place, legislation in regard to Crown
Lands or Public Works can be made
much more definte, and so as to
leave very nuch lcss to ministerial
absolutism than educational legisla.
tion can possibly be madc. Then
again, what is left to be donc
by the Ministers in these l)epart-
ments is of an every lay commercial
and legal character, requiring just that
experience and ability to effect which.
we are happy to say, are the ordinary
endowment of those men whon the
people delight to honour with places
of power. And again, their acts, con-
cerning as they do the g:-eat material
Interests of the Province, can be and
are intelligently and ably cnticised
by the members of the Legislature,
who foi the most part, are practical
business men. But educational mat-
ters, when once systematized by an
Act of the Legislature, are still left
very largely under the control of the
Minister of Education-much more
largely than people are aware of. As
I have said before, his acts are ab-
solute, directly to half a million of our
people, and indirectly to the balance.


