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nowly elaked it is very efficacious, as hasbeen
ptoved from experiment. It was found that a
steep of lime water alono, n which wheat was
immersed for four and twonty hours, proved o
powerful preventive of disease, while the good
oﬂ;ccts of unmixed brine were very inconsider.
able.

Of the two kinds of steeps mentioned, urlne 18
thought the most efficient, and it shuuld be used
neither too fresh nor too stale, as in the first state
1t is ineffectual, and in the second injurious.—
'The seed should be sown as soon as dry§ for if
allowed to lic in sacks or heapa beyond a day or
wo, the lime may be very hurtful. Another
steep, which is recominended by Sir John Sin.
clair, and is much used in Flanders, France, and
Switzerland, is a weak solution of the snlphate
or copper, or blue vitrol. ‘I'he modes of using it
aro as follows :=—

Into eight quarts of boiling water put one
Eound of blue vitrol, and while quite hot, tliree

ushels of whoat are wetted with dve quarts of
the liquid; in thrce hours the remaining threc
quarts arc added, and the wheat is suffered to
remain three hours longer in the solution. The
whole should be stirred three or four tunes during
tho six hours, ond the light grains scimmed off.
Afterthe wheat is draincd, slaked lime is thrown
on it to facilitate tho drying. Aunother way of
using it is to dissolve five pounds of the sulphate
of copper in hot water, and add as much cold
waterto this as will cover three bushels of wheat,
'The wheat isallowed to remain five or sax hours,
or even longer, in the hquid. After two or
«hree bags, of three bushels cach, have passed
through the hquid, one pound mote of the sul.
phate for cach bag shuuld be addcd ; and after
twelve bags or so have passed through, new
hiquid will bo required.—From a Treatise on
Agriculture, by James Jackson.
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Communications.

‘fo the Edltotof the British Amcrican Cultivator.
Six;

Having always takena deep intorcst in the
Agricultural prosperity of this country, and
haviug ever been of the opinion, that a well
conducted periodical, puroly devoted to that
subject, would bo one of the miost cfilcient
means that could be mado use of to advauce
those interests, it gives me great pleasure in
witnessing thoexertions you have already mado
to establish one of that character; and I hail
it as one of tne most promsing indications of
the future prosperity of the country, and inost
sincerely hope, thas those whose intercsts you
are advocating, will from eno cnd of tlio Prov-

ince to the other, como forward and sustain it!.

with their subscriptions. Iam-well awaro that
in order to onable you to do justico 10 yoor un-
dentaking, you must havo a large list of paying
subscribere. and § hope 2 sufficient number
will bo found amongst tho ¥armers and Me.
chanics of Canada, to givo vour paper such
a crcalation, as wll awnply reward your patri-
wtic undertaking. To makethecolumnsofthe
Cultivator intercsting, you musthavea number
of Contributors; although I am very incompe-
tent, and cannot clothe my language inaatyle
as cdifying asenany, yet 1 fcel it anincumbent
duty to do what I can, toset an example for
wthers. and encoarage youin your praiseworthy
undertaking, particulazly o, 2 1 have had the
bonor tobe placed at the head of the Agricoltu-
ral Society of this District for some time.

I foll in hopes that many of thoso practical
¥armers interspersed through our country who
are more competent than mysclf, will be in-
duced to exercise their pens for tho purposo of
promoting the great and leading interests of
tpascountry. 1fthossioterestsacs ina healthy
and prosperous condition, all others in their
train will advance proportionatoly , butado-
pression of thatart in which nine-teaths of the
whole population aro engaped, inust inovitably
have & deadening influence upon every other
branch of business in the country. i

1trust your Journsl will have an extensive
«irculation among the mechanical classot the
community, sad knowing that there are many
among that class who, from their 1ntelligenco
and habits of application to usefal reading, are
well qualihed 1o contributo to your columns,
1 kope they will not allow diffidence or 2 dread
©f oriuciym te doter them &rom comung befors

tho public, for there is no doubt they could
communicate much useful informnation. that
would not only amuse but instruct.

No doubt, that class who have been qualified
hy a superior etlucation (I inoan the gentlemen
of the lsurned profbssions,) will, occasionally
enrich your columns with an anicle couchedin
a more clogant stylo, and with a hughly polsh:
ed literary finish; which will serve as modols
for those, who like myselt, are mors practical
than scieantific, but nevertheless, xre anxious to
soe tho country ﬁroaporing in its agricultural,
oommercial, mechanical, and litorary interests

E. W. THOMSON.

Bronzio, Toronto, Jan. 15, 1841,

To the Editor of lhe Brltlsh American Cultlvator.
Toronto, .10th January, 1842,
St

Pormat mo as one of the many vwho will, [am
sure, bo benefited by reading the Culavator, to
return my thanks to you for that service which
1 anuapate the publicanon of an Agneultural
paper will render to the country,

That the tarmers of Canada are as anxious to
advance their interests as any in the world there
canbeno doubtt and as agncultural 1nstructon by
means of the press, has been found so highly
benchicial in England and elsewhcre, 1am saus-
fied you will mcet wath that public cncourage-
ment which 13 justly dite to you as the first Edi.
tor inthis Province, of a paperdevoted extlusive.
Iy to the extension of 1ts agncultural interests.

1If the farmers will freely make known to each
other through tho mediun of your paper, the
results of thair expenence and opintons on the
prepanng ot the ground, the tme of sowing,

the quanuty of sced requisito 1o cach vanety of

lsull. and tho trcaunent of their stock, &c., &c.
they will, by contnbuting such matucr o the
columns of the Culuvator, not only encoursgo
your undertaking most effectually, but support
tho best interests of the Province.

Wishing vou overy success,

I am, yours,

W. A. BALDWIN.

The Properties of Gypsum and
Linme,

Tothe Edltor ofthe British Amerlcan Culiivator
S!R’

As there is a growing prejudice against
the use of Plasterof Pans and Lime, through
an mjudicrous application of those substances
;as a stunulating manure, I hope the follow-
ing remarks will be the means of correcting

ti—

The value of Plasterof Parisuponall sandy
Joams in dry situations is mcontestable—
Plaster having perhaps the greater attrac.
tion for carbon and moisture than any other
substance; attracting by its affinity mouis-
ture from the atmosphere, and asan agent
giving it out to vegetable matter.

Lume also has a great attraction for carbon
and moisture, so much so that in about four
daysit will absorb one-fourth part of its weight
when tahken from the kiln. Itis very sel-
dom found in its pure state being impreg-
nated with carbon, whence lime in the

uarry, is called Carbonate of Lime—

t contains 56 parts of lime and 44 parts of
carbon and earthy matter—plaster contains
50 parts of phosphate of lime and 50 of floric
acis and other matter-  The breath exhaled
b

y man or beast, although ever so pure,
when taken into the chest, i highly
impregnated withit. ~The impure air caused
by corrupted vegetation, which arises from
marshes and swamps, shows plainly the
reason _those places are unhealthy—as
there 1s morc carbonaceous gas formed than
the vegetable substances can consume, Lime
18 essentally necessary o vegetation. —
Every plant or shrub, if dried and burntto
ashes, comtains nearly Lalf its weight in

aal ita
lime. This speaks volames to the farmer
of understanding. If he sells his hay
and straw from his farm, he robs it of a
great deal of the lime which wasinco

. TpoTat-
ed 10 the soil, 3 practice, whichif followed,

would 1n a short time make it nearly dead
matter. . Barth in its primeval state, hasa
roportion of lime, some greater and somo
ess, which 18 seldom (oumf too groat for the
nourishment of plants.

Plaster has a powerful agency for attrac-
tion to carbon, which may Ee understood by
noticing the effects of about one bushel sown
upon an acre of meadow. On adewy morn.
ing in the spring, throw it over your frut
trees ; if they are forty feet high the influ-
ence will be the same. This fact will be
sufficient to convince the ignorant, who im-
agine that plaster extracts all the virtuo the
soil contains. I will venture to assert, ifiall
be taken back on the land in the shape of
manure, which plastery lime, mar), or other
stimulating mineral substances caused to
bring forth, that no alarm nced be given as
to the result. But the great discrepancy
rest upon this point, by giving a dressing' of
these substances, a great return will almost
invariably be the result, consequently the
land is impoverished in proportion to the
produce. The common practice is to dis-
pose of much of the hay and straw, and
those who practice that system, forget that
they have robbed their farm, and omit to pur-
chase manure from those who purchased
their hay or straw, and by that means fail to
keep up the original qualities of the goil.—
It is not uncommon, through the agency of
plaster, on red clover meadow, to get a re-
turn in one summer of four tons per acre,
(including first and second crop), that quan.
tity judiciously fed to stock, might be con.
converted into manure, sufficient to top
dress an acre, and by following out the plan
of plastering and top-dreasing, and allowing
nothing to be wasted which is produced from
the land, the fertility of the soil will be in.
creased yearly. This doctrine may appear
strange to some, but it is no more strange
than true. To conclude, I hope those who
are under this false impression, will take
the trouble to read these few lines, and Jf
they digest themn properly, I flatter myself
that I may bethe instrument of convincing
them of their error.

WILLIAM WALLIS.

City of Toronk, Jan'y 20th, 1842

Rohan Potatoes.

Tothe Editorof the British American Cuntivator.
Mr. Epitor,

In your first number of The
British American Cultivator, [ noticed an
article, headed “To Correspondents,” 1n
which, amongst a variety of roots and plants,
which you set down as “ humbugs,” the
Rohan Potatoes is classed as one. I was
very much astorushed to see thus putatce
termed a humbug, knowing to the contrary
that it is an excellent potatoe, and well
wo‘;th culuvating by every farmerin Ca-
nada.

I raised 1n 1840, a patch of the Rohans,
which returned me a crop at the rate of six
hundred bushels to the acre, which certainly
cannot be termed a bad yield. A friend of
mine in this neighbourhood, planted one
acre of Rohans last year, on purpose to see
the quantity they would produce by com-
mon cultivation. They were planted in
dnils thirty inches apart—the ground pre-
viously being in a very bad state of cultiva.
tion—but was subsequently manured at the
rate of sixty single horse cart loads per
acre, and treated in every other resé)ect a8
his other tgout.oes. When ploughe ug m
the fall, they yielded a return o% four hun-
dred and thirty bushels of good sized pota-
toes.

I have been frequently told that those
potatoes were good for nothing but feeding:
Ppigs; but I can asgure you when they arc.
properly treated and grown on a Jight sandy.
#ail, you would find them to be a meally and



