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THE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

L’oRiGNAL, 18 Sept., 1831,
Jonnx B. Manks, Esq, President of the Agri- |
cultural Association of Upper Canada.

1
Sir,~Tn attempting to make a report to the !
Provineial Agricultural Association, T fear tllnt !
T shall fail in accomplishing the task, from cir- '
cumstances beyond my control, as Tghave not {
been furnished withi any report from the experts
in reference to the condition of crops for the
present season; and having been absent at
Toronto, for the purpose of advocating the
Northern Line of Railway from Montreal to
Iingston, from the time of secd-sowing until a
considerable part of the harvest was gathercd. in, !
1 am unable to speak from my own observation.
I have, nevertheless, received from one of our
best farmers the following note which T here
transcribe :—

Sir—1I forward you a notice of the state of
the crops in this locality. It is that of one
whose time and opporiunities of extended obser-
vation is very limited. Grass is a most abundant
erop, but the early part of the hay harvest was
very rainy and there is some bad hay. Wheatis a
heavy crop. But the carly-sown wheat is injured
by the fly. The farmers here must, we appre-
hend, depend for some time upcn Black sea
wheat, sown about the 25th of May. Basley,
oats, and peas are a most abundant crop, and
have been saved in good condition. Potatoes
were early rusted, and there are some indication
of rot. At best they must be but a scanty crop
ar.d of inferior quality. The seasonwas too wet
2nd cold for Indian corn, and it is late; but, if
the present favorable weather for ripening it
continues, it may be nearly an average crop.
Turnips are an exceedingly good crop, and it is
a favorable indication of the progr-ss of agricul-
ture, that the cultivation of this most excellent
yoot is on the increase. I enclose you a letter
of excuse to My, Buckland—please deliver it.

I am &e., signed, PeTER STIRLING.

I owe Mr. Stivling an apology for making use
of his name without his consent, but I feel that
it is an act of justice to him that it should be
known.

AsTIam about to retire from the Presidency
of the Agricultural Socicty of the United Coun-
ties of Prescott and Russell, a situation which I
have filled for the last twelve years, I think that
it may not be improper to make some remarks
that may be of service to Agricultural Socicties
generally. It is now twenty years since I first
became connected with the Agricultural Society
of the Ottawa District, since which period the
limits which then comprised this District, mclud
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ing the Townships of Gloucester and Osgoode
only, numbered 4,180 inhabitants in 1831, and in
1850 the number had increased to 16,502, being
four-fold ; and I feel confident that our Agricul-
tural improvements have advanced in an increased
ratio. I am heppy to learu that my expectations
as expressed in a letter to the Editor of the
Canadian Agriculturalist, dated 21st of May,

1850, and published in the July number of the
same year, have been more than realized in re-
ference to the World’s Grand Industrial Exhibi-
tion; and that the minerals taken to London by
Mzr. Logan, the Provincial Geologist, have been
of the greatest possible service in bringing Ca-
nada under the favorable notice of the British
Public. The wheat, peas, oats,and other grains
raised in this country must clevate the Agricul-
tural character of the Province, and our foe en-
gines, blankets, cloths, hardware &c., mnst satisfy
the good people of Britain that we have among
us both mechanics and manufacturers that will
soon be able to satisfy our wants.

Tt is with no ordinary degree of satisfaction
that T perceive that the views expressed in seve-
ral of my letters, written on the subject of Rail-
roads, within the last four years are being
realized in less tice anil in a more efficient mar-
ser than T could possibly have anticipated.
During my stay at Toronto I had the pleasure of
seeing several gentlemen from Nova Scotia,
New Brunswick, and other of the Eastern Pro-
vinces, and from them T learned that the same
enterprising spirit that has been evinced in this
Province, has been fully sustained in the other
Provinces situated between us and the Ocean.
Tn adverting to the city of Toronto, I feel con-
fident that it will bear a favorable comparison
with any city of the same populaticn in America ;
its population in 1850 amounted to 25,166 souls.
It can boast its Tiniversity with its beautifu}
grounds, a part of which has been appropriated
for an experimental farm,and a Professor of Agri-
culture is about to be appointel,and an Agricui-
tural Board has recently been established, which
will be of the lighest possible service to this
Province. Upper Canada College has been for
many years in successful operation. Knox’s
Coile: e and Toronto Acedemy, in connexioa
with the Free Church of Scotland, are makiny
great aud suceessful exertions to educate tle
youth entrusted to their care. The Congrega-

‘tional Institute under the able and pious instruc-

tion of the Rev. Adam Uillie, and the Nor-
mal and DModel Schools that are training
teachers, and iniroducing a system that wili
bestow the hizhest benelits on the rising genera-
tion ave situated at Toronto,and are but in their
infancy.  The amount of good that will arke



