
LORD ELGIN

of a respectable class in society, pelted the carriage
with missiles which must have been brought for
that purpose." A meeting was held in the open air,
and after several speeches of a very inflammatory
character had been made, the mob rushed to the
parliament building, which was soon in flames. By
this disgraceful act of incendiarism most valuable
collections of books and documents were destroyed,
which, in some cases, could not be replaced. Sup-
porters of the bill were everywhere insulted and
maltreated while the excitement was at its height.
LaFontaine's residence was attacked and injured.
His valuable library of books and manuscripts,
some of them very rare, was destroyed by flire
-a deplorable incident which recalls the burning
and mutilation of the rich historical collections of
Hutchinson, the last loyalist governor of Mas-
sachusetts, at the commencement of the American
revolution in Bostcn.

A few days later Lord Eglin's life was in actual
danger at the hands of the unruly mob, as he was
proceeding to Government House-then the old
Château de Ramezay on Notre Dame Street-to
receive an address from the assembly. On his
return to Monklands he was obliged to take a
circuitous route to evade the same mob who were
waiting with the object of further insulting him
and otherwise giving vent to their feelings.

The government appears to have been quite un-
conscious that the public excitement was likelyr to
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