
FUR-TRADE.AND THE RUDSONS -BAY COMPAiY.

.ere- ommon enough lu those days ;~ but this charter of thé
Hudson's Bay Company is perhaps unique in, this respect-thatit
subsists-in:full. igour to: the present tine, in ail its literai and
venerable absurdit, eand forms the sole. title by hici a few mer-
chants-in london have retained:for nearly two:centuries the:entire
nonopoly of the fui-trade of British North Anerica-a commeree,

in proportion to its extent, the mostlùcrative perhaps.in the world.
The privilec-es granted by the charter of King .Oares:II.;on

the right unerstanding of wlhich some of the most impoÎtant
passages in the Company's -history- have. turned, are of three
distinct kinds.:-

lst. The -pnivilege of exclusive trade throughout certain ter-
ritories which the charter professes to- describe, and which it calls
Rupert's Land.

2d..The property and lordship ofthe soil of Rupert's Land.
.3d.. The pivilege of exclusive:täde<with ail the countries into

which: the Coinpany ·might fnd ecess:by:land or water out of
Repert's Land.

To .these privileges there were but two drawbacks: lst. The
charter received no parliamentary sanction or confirmation, without
which no grant of exclusivetrade carbe valid-a dëféct on which
we shal have to touch:again presénty. 2d. The téritories granted
to the Company by the charter hadbeen already,as we have seen,
granted by the Frenchi kiug tothe Company of New France, of
which Hudson's Bay and the adjacent countries formedan integral
p6rtion;::ad asile charteritself-expressly reserved the'possession
of any other Christian prince ,rstate,' it:was-not unreasonably
argued by the French, that-it carnied on its face itsown abrogation.
In reply: to this objection, it was stoutly iaintained that the
country arounc Hudson's Ba y formed no:þart of the continent of
North America at al-a viewlu.which it àppears the advocates
of thé Company .were not without-respectable authority to support
them. .' Surelyl need not :tel youýl writes Mn Oldenburge the
first secretary:of:the Royal Society, to: the celebrated Mr Boyle,
'what is said herewithgreat joy of the discovery of a north-west
pasagoe, made by:two English and one Freuchman, lately repre'.
sented by them to bis mnajesty at Oxford, und answered by a royal
grant ofaessel aoo;sil mnto Hudson's Bay, aiid thence into thè
SoutîSea.; these nen affiming, as I heard, that with a boat they:
wet-out of a lake i Canada into a river, whick7 dischargeditself
nort4westitothe South7Sea, into ;wkic& they w'ent,-and réctü~rned
nèwr27-estinto Jfudson's Bay.'

'Mieanwhile, pending these discussions, the Frénôh alarmed at
tlprgg:ct of:an opposition in a quarter which threätéred toutõt
offthe mot:valuablepart of -their trade, ïesolved on takin-gactive.
ànesussfor expelling the new-comers as interloers. Their feas.

s ftheEnglish seidement upon thei trade had been
onffe byiéîatle eunanimous testimony of the coureurs des bois;
ho i infe hd establislied a regular intercourse by laùdiO;65. 9 ul r


