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ways to prevent him from having any
knowledge of the English interloper."
While engaged in the pleasing diver-
sion of drinking each other's healths, a
number of musket shots were fired.
The crew of the vessel not taking any
notice of this, the bushranger con-
cluded that those on board were not
on their guard and might readily be
surprised.

With this condition uppermost in
his mind, the Frenchman quitted
Bridgar, having first allayed any sus-
picion which might have naturally
arisen as to the intention of the party.
The latter went boldly on board the
ship, and no hindrance being offered
their leader had a colloquy with Cap-
tain Gillam. This worthy, who while he
received the visit civilly enough, yet
found occasion to let Radisson know
that he was far from entirely trusting
him. When his visitor suggested that
he was running a great risk in allowing
the Prince Rupert to remain grounded,
Gillam bluntly requested Radisson to
mind his own business, adding that he
knew perfectly well what he was doing
-a boast which, as the sequel showed,
was certainly not well founded. Ra-
disson was determined not to be put
out of temper, and so, run risk of spoil-
ing his plans.

Winter, even in all its rigour, seems
to have had no terrors for our indomi-
table bushranger. For the next two
months, as we shall relate, he continued
to scour backwards and forwards
through this country, inspiring his fol-
lowers and urging them onward to the
prosecution of a plan which was obvious
to them all. Parting from Gillan the
elder, who had not the faintest suspi-
cion that his son was in the locality,
Radisson at once started to parley with
Gillam, the younger.

When he had gained the island
where he had left he was instantly
made aware that the New Englanders
had been considerably less idle than
the Company's servants ; having
completed a very creditable fort and
mounted it with six pieces of cannon.
With Benjamin Gillam, our bushranger
passed off the same subterfuge with

which he had hoodwinked Zachary.
He spoke fluently of his newly arrived
ship and her cargo and crew, and to
cap his narrative proceeded to intro-
duce her captain, who was none other
than the old pilot, Pierre Allemand,
who, from the description I have of
his appearance, looked every inch the
bold, fierce and uncompromising
mariner. He had a great deal to tell
Benjamin likewise of the Company's
post near by, which he said contained
forty soldiers.

"Let them be forty devils," ex-
claimed Gillam, junior, "we have built
a good fort and are afraid of noth-
ing."

Whereupon Radisson gently remind-
ed him that according to his agreement
he was to have built no fort whatever.
In reply to this Benjamin begged his
visitor not to take umbrage at such a
matter, as he never intended to dispute
the rights of the French in the region,
and that the fort was merely intended
as a defence against the Indians.

As the evening wore on, a manœuvre
suggested itself to Radisson. He re-
solved to bring father and son together,
No sooner had he formed this amiable
resolve than he revealed to Benjamin
Gillam the proximity of the Prince Ru-
pert and her commander, and described
the means by which an encounter
might be effected without eliciting the
suspicions of Governor Bridgar or any
of the Company's servants. It con-
sisted briefly in young Benjamin's dis-
guising himself as a Frenchman and a
bushranger. The scheme met with the
young man's hearty approbation and
the details were settled as Radisson
had designed.

On the following day the party set
out through the snow. Arriving at
the point on land opposite to which the
Company's ship lay, Radisson posted
two of his best men in the woods on
the path which led to the factory. He
instructed themto allow the Governor to
pass should he come that way, but that
if he returned from the ship unaccom-
panied or prior to their own departure
they were to seize and overpower. him,
on the spot. With such precautions
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