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NEW CROWN WITNESS SWEARS 
SIDNEY MURRELL CONFESSED

HENRY SAYS FERGUSON COL MURRAY
NO CHANGE PROMISES APPOINTED

FIRING FIVE SHOTS FROM GUN OF ISSUER FISHERMEN 
FAIR PLAY

AS POSTALran (6.)

IS LIKELY INSPECTORRobert E. Campbell and John 
Little Also State Bandit 

Admitted Firing.
Minister of Highways Has Re­

ceived No Official 
Protests.

Londoner With Brilliant War 
Record Named To Fill New 

District Post.

Strong Deputation From Lake 
Erie Ports Wait on Ontario 

Premier.
GOES TO JURY TONIGHT

Evidence Is Expected To Be 
Completed Late This 

Afternoon.
INCIDENT IS CLOSED BUSINESS IN DANGER HEADQUARTERS IN CITY

Intimates London Motor Club 
Not Apt To Have Privilege 

Restored.

Has Served in Railway Mail 
Service for 26 Years—Of 

Boer War Faroe.

Standardization of Fishing Reg­
ulations Is Urged by Men 

in Trade.
CALLED “FOOL" BY BILL * MRS. H. W. PADDELL, 

president of the local W. C. T. U., 
which is arranging a week of prayer 
in the cause of temperance, beginning 
on Tuesday next.

R. E. McCANDLESS, 
manager of the Home Bank of Mel­
bourne when the bandits attempted 
their robbery. Mr. McCandless, testi- 
fying, told of being struck down by 
the bandits.

Witness Relates Conversation! 
of Bandits While Tied 

to Post.
By WILLIAM SHARMAN.

Special to The Advertiser 
by a Staff Reporter.

Toronto, Feb. 5.—Hon. G. S. Henry, 
minister of highways, stated today 
that he “had heard something about 
protests in London regarding the ap­
pointment of H. J. Childs to the posi­
tion of issuer of auto licenses."

But, he added, for general informa­
tion, that he “had heard nothing from 
any one of any authority that would 
prompt him to move for a reconsid- 
eration of the appointment.”

As far as he is concerned at this 
moment, the incident is closed, and 
from this it can be gathered that Sir 
Adam Beck has yet to submit his 
communication of protest from Col. 

! W. G. Coles, on behalf of the London 
|Command of the G. W. V. A.

Reviewing the situation briefly, Mr. 
„Henry stated that unfortunately the 
iLondon Motor Club, issuer of licenses 
last year, has assumed without any 
official justification that the respon- 
sibility was permanent, and had un­
dertaken to expend about $1,600 for 
special office equipment and facili­
ties.

The club had not just cause to

By WILLIAM SHARMAN.
Special to The Advertiser 

by a Staff Reporter.
Toronto, Feb. 5.—A strong deputa­

tion of Lake Erie fishermen were told 
today by Premier Howard Ferguson 
that they would receive “fair play" in 
their competition with the American 
fishermen.

Following a reorganization of the 
local postal department, Col. K. E. 
Murray, Hayman court, city, lias been, 
appointed to the new position of 
postal inspector of the London dis­
trict, which extends from Toronto to 
Windsor, and from Niagara to the 

|Bruce peninsula. This district has 
1606 postoffices and 817 rural routes.

The position of postal inspector 
was formerly classified as assistant 
postoffice inspector. The head of the 
department is now known as district 
superintendent of postal service, with 
jurisdiction extending over the rail­
way mail service in Western Ontario.

Col. Murray has been employed in 
the railway mail service for the past 
26 years. He was in charge of the 
Canadian Postal Corps in South Af­
rica during the Boer war, and was 

|also in charge of the same depart- 
iment during the whole period of the 
|European war. with headquarters in 
France.

Col. Murray was three times men­
tioned in despatches during the re­
cent world conflict and was decor­
ated with the order of the British 
Empire.

Previous to coming to London, Col. 
Murray was on the staff of the Wood- 
stock postoffice.

The Canadian postal establishment 
in France, of which he had charge 
consisted of an authorized establish­
ment of 15 N. C. O.'s and men, every 
one being an established officer of

SLEET MAKES ALL IS READYSidney Murrell, alleged murderer, 
who sat. smiling and gay in the pris-, 
loner's box at the court house this 
morning, will probably know before 
the clock strikes midnight whether 
the jury sitting on his case considers | 
him guilty of shooting and killing 

Russell Campbell in a laneway next 
The Home Bank in Melbourne, April,

The case for the crown will be 
eluded this afternoon (unless un­
foreseen developments occur), with 
the examination o fthree witnesses, 
namely the two brothers of Russell 

Campbell, and Mr. Theaker, manager 
of the Union Bank, Melbourne.

It is not likely that J. M. Donahue. 
I counsel for Murrell, will call any 
witnesses in defence.

Few. if any people, in the crowded 
court room realized at the noon ad­
journment that the case for the 

crown was drawing swiftly to a 
close. At the last trial, when "Slim" p 
Williams, a companion, was jointly 
tried for murder. 33 witnesses were 
called to give evidence, the trial 
lasting four days.

If the crown calls but three more 
witnesses it will mean a. total of 13.

Is thirteen Murrell’s lucky number? 
Sid will know tonight.

Not Nervous.
Although officers stated Murrell, 

was nervous as he made his way up 
Ithe jail stairs to the courtroom, ne 
showed no nervousness in court be­
yond occasionally wiping the per­
spiration from his hands. He beam­
ed at his family and seemed to 
throughly enjoy the evidence. Every 
once in a while he would whisper 

, comments to Provincial Constable 
T. Y. Stratton who was guarding 
him.

Murrell almost laughed out loud 
when John E. Little one of the wit­
nesses stated he wasn't going to 
keep on looking up a laneway when 
a man had a revolver in his hand. 
There were other bits of evidence 

Ithat also seemed to tickle Sid’s 
. sense of humor.

Seven witnesses gave testimony on 
behalf of the crown this morning, 

iThey were: Roy McCandless, man­
ager of the Home Bank, Meluobrne 

! In 1921; John E. Little, mail carrier 
who watched Murrell and the late 

. Russell Campbell tussle in the lane­
way; Mrs. Elizabeth Maylor, who 

, told of the conversation between Mur­
rell and Robert Campbell, when 
Murrell is alleged to have admitted 

, he shot Russell Campbell; Mervin E. 
McCallum, tire salesman, who picked 
up Murrell’s gun in front of the 

|Home Bank; Detectives Thomas 
1Nickle and Harry Down told of ar- 
iresting the Murrell brothers and 
IWilliams and also gave evidence re- 
Igarding Sid's revolver. Robert E. 
Campbell gave the most damaging 

evidence against Murrell during the 
imorning session.

First Witness.
Roy E. McCandless was the first 

witness called. He was manager of 
the Home Bank in 1921.

Q.—What occurred on that April 
morning, 1921?

A.—Four men came into the bank 
and I walked to my own office. They 
came down the public space. The 
first man had his hand in his pocket 
and the second man pointed a revol­
ver over his shoulder towards me. 
They ordered me to throw up my 
hands.

His Lordship—What did they say?
A.—Throw up your hands.
Q.—Continue, please.
A.—The first man turned me to 

the wall and the second or third man 
passed on into the bank.

Q.—Did you know the man then.
A.—No, but I learned later. He 

had a revolver in his hand.
Q.—Who was he?
A.—William Murrell.
Q.—What next?
A —The first man went into the| 

private part of the office and tried 
the safe in the private part of the 
bank. He came back and ordered me 
to open the safe. He struck me 
with a revolver and I staggered and

TRAVELLING OR OPENINGPRECARIOUS Headed by A. S. Brown of Kings-1ASTATE MURRELL ADMITTED SHOOTING.
Above are Robert E. Campbell and John Little, both of whom, in giving 

evidence this morning, swore that Sidney Murrell admitted firing five shots. 
Miss Elizabeth Mahler, a new witness, also gave similar testimony, declar­
ing that Murrell made this statement while tied to the post at Melbourne.

|ville, fishermen from Port Stanley,
j Port Colborne, Port Burwell, Port I WF N0I
Dover, Kingsville and other ports I

Many Auto Mishaps Caused by along the north shore of the lake, 
' petitioned the government for aWeather Change in Last

Two Days.
Members of the Legislature Are 

Arriving in Toronto For 
Tomorrow’s Ceremony.

standardized interpretation of the 
regulataions governing the use of 
nets.

The Lake Erie men fear that their 
business will be endangered if there 
is not a standardization of the regu-

SUMMARY OF TRIAL
DARKNESS DEPRESSING

Justice Lennox grants separate trials for Murrell and Wil- 
liams. Murrell is charged with the murder of Russell Campbell.

AWAIT ANNOUNCEMENTRain followed by sleet, which lations and an agreement between 
the American and Canadian authori-finally transformed itself into snow, 

has been the order of the weather 
since the beginning of the week in 
London. Varying temperatures from 
17 to 33 above have been recorded on

ties as to the interpretation of the 
word "extension’ ‘as it applies to the 
mesh.

Premier Ferguson was entirely 
sympathetic in his attitude to the 
deputation and will arrange a con­
ference between the representatives 
of the fisheries departments of the 
States of Ohio, New York and Penn­
sylvania. Fishermen on both sides 
of the lake, the manufacturers of 
twine netting and the Canadian au­
thorities. The premier expects that 
entire satisfatcion will be derived 
from the conference and that a stan­
dardization of the interpretation will 
follow.

The law calls for a three-inch net 
but the Canadians fear that the 
Americans will be able by the latest 
interpretation to use athree andone- 
quarter inch. This would depreciate 
if not entirely ruin their business, 
they asserted.

Among the delegates today were: 
Reeve Dr. Jackson and W. T. Bell 
of Port Stanley. Frank Reid of 
Simcoe appeared in a legal capacity 
for the fishermen.

Canadian Press Despatch.
Toronto, Feb. 5.—Members of the 

Ontario Legislature started to arrive 
this morning to get their bearings in 
the parliament buildings before the 
formal opening tomorrow. The gov­
ernment is very busy with the recep­
tion of deputations requesting 
changes in legislation. The renova­
tion of the chamber has been com­
pleted, and the new legislature will 
go into a much brighter home.

There has been no announcement 
as to legislation as the government

Fifty-two men called in choosing the jury. Ten farmers 
on the jury, one carpenter and one painter. jump to the conclusion that 

would be no change, he stated.
The new government found.

there

the
the thermometer, accompanied by 
bitter winds and a rather depressing 
darkness.

This morning the mercury dropped 
to 17 above zero, and by noon it had 
crept up several degrees. Hovering 

clouds indicate sleet or rain will be 
the portion of Londoners by night­
fall.

Transportation has not been of the 
best, owing to the icy condition of 
the tracks of the London Street 
Railway, but no tie-ups of a serious 
nature have occurred. The greatest 

! sufferers from the prevailing brand 
of weather are automobile owners, 
and numerous slgiht accidents testify 
to the rutty and frequently hazardous 
condition of the roads. The strain on 
hydro power continues, and lights 
were unusually dim last evening and 
this morning as a result of the in­
creased load.

In country districts, drifts of snow 
four and five feet high are reported. 
The London Motor League advises 
motorists to avoid all small side- 
roads and stick to the main high­
ways. Even these are sometimes 
difficult to negotiate.

While the depth of the snow does 
not constitute a great menace to

minister stated, that conditions were 
such that a. change of policy was 
absolutely imperative. There were far 
too many issuers of licenses, while 
many of them did not make prompt 
returns, and the department was put 
to much expense and time seeking 
what was due.

This did not apply, of course, to 
the London Motor Club, he said.

Trial opened late yesterday with evidence of three crown 
witnesses—Dr. Dewar, Dr. Freeie and H. C. McBride, architect.

Seven witnesses called this morning—R. S. McCandless, 
John Little, Elizabeth Mahler, Mervin McCallum, Detective 
Down, Detective Nickle and Robert E. Campbell.

the postal department during civil 
life. The financial transaction of 
the military postoffice in France dur­
ing the four years of the war amount­
ed to $4,000,000. Col. Murray was 
supervisor of 31 fully-equipped field 
postoffices.

intends that its proposals in this re­
gard should become known through 
the speech from the throne. Tonight 
at Oshawa, it is said that W. E. N. 
Sinclair, Liberal leader, will lay 
down the course to be pursued by the 
Liberals in a speech to a party gath­
ering there. It is stated that he will 
emphasize six planks in a Liberal 
platform that are to guide the ac­
tions of himself as leader and of his 
party. With this speech tonight and 
the speech from the throne tomor­
row there will be indications of the 
attitude to be taken by both old 
parties.

Three more crown witnesses to be heard. Case may go 
to the jury this evening. WOMEN ARE URGED 

TO HOLD PROHIB SESSION OF SEPARATE 
BOARD IS POSTPONED

Crown witnesses have sworn that Sidney Murrell did not 
deny the murder when questioned on the day of the tragedy.

Mrs. M. R. Thornley Addresses 
Methodist Ministers Wives’ 

Society.

got to my feet and found I was alone.
Q.—What do you mean by that?
A.—No one was holding me down. 

I saw Stuart Campbell coming 
through the manager’s office.

Q.—Where was Robert Campbell?
A.—I’m not sure.
Q.—Where did they go?
A.—They both went through the 

office, but I don't know how far 
apart, I went to the side door and 
glanced at the alleyway. I saw a 
man lying in the alleyway on his face. 
I did not know who he was at the 
time. His head was lying toward the 
side door. Just over the street were 
two or three men. They were strug­
gling.

REPORT OF GEM FIND 
IS NOT SUBSTANTIATED

Several Members Unable Tot 
Attend—Date of Meeting 1 

Not Set Yet.Offer of Extra VotesThe quantity of spirituous liquor 
which is still being manufactured in 
the province of Ontario in spite of 
the Q. T. A., was a point to which 
Mrs. May R. Thornley drew the at- 
tention of the Methodist Ministers’

Proves Big Attraction 
---- * ------------

w Seven Enter Contest Monday—
One Candidate Gets Two 

Million Votes.

Mrs. G. MacGillivray Has Re- 
ceived No Word From Son 

in South America.

Last night’s meeting of the separ­
ate school board was postponed on 
account of the fact that several of 
the members were unable to be pre­
sent. Chairman A. H. Murphy, was 
attending the Lucas inquest as coun­
sel for the defence, while other 
members of the board were out of 
the city.

Father Brisson, in speaking of the 
matter this morning, stated that no 
date for the postponed meeting had 
been set.

motor cars, the soggy nature of the 
ground underneath has been re­
sponsible for many an abandoned 
car and much inconvenience. Heavy 
cars that get in these drifts sink 
quickly into the soft under-layer of 
mud. and shovels must be used to 
extricate the wheels.

Wives’ Association, when she ad­
dressed them yesterday afternoon at 
their regular monthly meeting. Mrs. 
Thornley's subject was "The Prohibi­
tion Land of Promise," and she told 
of the great good which might be 
accomplished if 15,000 or so Ontario 
women banded together as eleven 
million women had done in the United 
States to retain the prohibition laws 
of their country.

Mrs. Thornley pointed out that at 
the present time there were in the 
province 6 distilleries, 29 breweries, 
and a number of concerns where wine 
was made.

The Bible lesson was read by Mrs. 
J. B. Hunter.

A special despatch to the Philadel­
phia Public Ledger yesterday con­
firming the report that a rich field 
of precious gems had been found by 
the Canadian Diamond Expedition in 
South America has not been sub­
stantiated as yet by any word from 
Lester MacGillivray, the London 
man, who accompanied the expedi­
tion

Mrs. George MacGillivray, mother 
of Lester, said today she could not 
understand the lack of news from 
her son. The last letter received from 

|him came the day before Christ­
mas. In the meantime stories of 
rich yields of diamonds have been 

|broadcasted in the press although it 
was not until yesterday that confir- 

!mation of these tales was published 
|in an American newspaper.

“Of course the party is far in the 
|interior, so it would take some time 
1for mail to reach us. The report that 
one of the party died recently is un­
true. The person who died belonged 
to a different organization. There 
are still seven Canadians and 100 
blacks" in the party.

Saw Struggle.
Q.—One with the other?
A.—It appeared that way. I went 

back into the office and obtained my 
revolver from my drawer. I went out 
into the street. I saw one of the men 
implicated in the holdup in the center 
of the road, with villagers about him. 
I saw another man farther west on 
the north side of the road. He was 
running westerly and two or three

Please See Page 4, Column 1.

CASH PRIZES, TOO

SEI DV SCHOOL
TOMOPROI

The list of candidates in The Ad­
vertiser Cash and Automobile Prize 
Contest was increased by seven yes­
terday.

Three of these were attracted by 
the extra votes offered for every two 
subscriptions sent in by Feb. 25.

They realized that by jumping in 
now, they could pile up a consider­
able vote during the next three 
weeks, and thus place themselves in 
a fairly safe position for at least one 
of the eleven automobiles.

Then again the chance of winning 
$200 in cash made a strong appeal to 
many.

One contestant earned over 2,000,- 
000 extra votes over the week-end 
by securing fourteen yearly sub­
scriptions.

Hemember, anyone wishing to sub­
scribe regularly to The Advertiser 
may do so, and still have the services 
of the boy carrying for him now. The 
only difference will be that instead 
of paying the carrier boy 15c each 
week the subscriber will be furnished 
with a book of coupons for the num­
ber of weeks for which he has paid. 
The carrier boy will collect a coupon 
each week and will receive his com­
mission direct from The Advertiser 
or from an agent.

Do not hesitate. Plunge right into 
the game. Do not think that some­
one else has a better chance than you 
have of winning one of the eleven 
automobiles.

This is a business proposition from 
start to finish, and from $500 to 
$2,000 in cash is waiting for you if 
you will use a bit of surplus energy 
during the next few weeks.

Make your decision today and send 
in your nomination to the Contest 
Department of The Advertiser. Tele­
phone No. 7352.

THE WEATHERPARLEY
FORECASTS.

Today—Strong northeast winds and 
gales, with sleet and rain.

Wednesday—Strong northerly winds 
and colder, with local snowfalls or 
flurries.

Pressure continues high from the 
Northwest States to the Gulf of Mexico, 
while the deep depression which was in 
the Mississippi Valley yesterday is mov- 
ing slowly northeastward.

The weather has been cold from Mani­
toba eastward, and mild in Alberta.

Snow and sleet have fallen in West- 
ern Ontario.

Temperatures.
The highest and lowest temperatures 

during the 24 hours previous to 8 a.m. 
today were:

Provincial Supervision of Edu­
cation To Make Survey of 

Local Situation.

Dr. F. W. Merchant, provincial sup­
ervisor of education, is expected to 
spend tomorrow in London. He will 
make a survey of the secondary 
schools with a view to advising the 
board of education concerning the 
matter of greater accommodataion in 
the London collegiates.

During the day a meeting of the 
special committee appointed to look 
into the matter of converting the 
Technical school into a technical col­
legiate will be held.

It is understood that Dr. Mer­
chant will address this meeting and

ABBE DELORME, 
whose trial on the charge of murder­
ing his half-brother has been post­
poned until February 25th owing 
financial difficulties preventing 
defence from proceeding with 
trial at once.

to 
the 
the Stations. 

Victoria ... 
Cochrane . 
Toronto ... 
Kingston . 
Ottawa ... 
Montreal . 
Quebec ... 
St. John... 
Halifax ...

High. 
.. 50 
.. 0 
.. 16 
.. 10 
.. 12 
... 8 
..10
.. 18
.. 22

Low.
40

—20
14 
JO
10

6

12

Weather, 
Fair 
Fair 
Snow 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Cloudy 
Fair 
Fair

CUSTOMS OFFICIAL NOW 
RECOVERING FROM ILLNESS FIVE LONDONERS WILL 

ATTEND TRUSTEE MEETINGDr. J. P. Whitehead, excise officer 
at the local customs house, who has 
been ill for several months at his 
home, is rapidly recovering, accord­
ing to information received at the 
customs house this morning. It is 
expected he will be able to resume 
his duties soon.

give his finding on the situation. The 
regarded by the local 
education as the best 
settling this vexatious

meeting is
W. A. Tanner secretary of the 

board of education, announced this 
morning that five delegates from the 
London board of education would 
attend the convention of urban 
school trustees at Kingston, Febru­
ary 26 to 29 inclusive.

The members of the delegation are 
as follows: Trustees B. N. Camp­
bell, A. N. Udy, Rev. Q. G. Warner, 
Mrs, J. I. Hunt, and Inspector Greer.

The party will leave on the Cana­
dian National on Tuesday evening, 
arriving in Kingston on Wednesday

board of
method of 
question. Minus (—) means below zero

No reports from Calgary, Winnipeg, 
Port Arthur, Sault Ste. Marie.

LOCAL TEMPERATURES.
The highest and lowest tempera­

tures recorded in London during the 
24 hours previous to 8 o'clock last 
night were: Highest, 26; lowest, 17,

The official temperatures for the 
12 hours previous to 8 a.m. today 
were: Highest, 27; lowest, 19.

Barometric Readings,
Monday—8 p.m.—28.95.
Today—8 S.m.—28.70.

fell to the ground.
His Lordship—What was that man?
A.—The man who has never been 

captured (Pat Norton). They dragged 
me to the safe and ordered me to 
open it. str king me with a revolver.

Q.—Did you open the safe?
A.—I did not. I just pretended to. 

Then some one said. "Here they 
come," and two shots were fired.

Q.—Where were they fired?
A.—Thej seemed to be behind me

TOM MOORE, MOVIE ACTOR, 
TO BE GUEST OF KIWANIANS

EXCISE OFFICER IN CITY
TO UNDERGO OPERATION Tom Moore, noted movie actor, who 

plays here in person at the Grand the 
latter part of the week, will be a guest 
of the Kiwanis Club at their weekly 
luncheon on Thursday. Mr. Moore 
wired an acceptance to the invitation 
of the Kiwanis to speak before the

Thomas Cousins, excise officer of 
the London customs house, was 
taken to the hospital yesterday, 
where it is expected he will und rgo 
a slight operation.

DETECTIVE HARRY DOWN, 
who on the witness-stand stated that 
Sidney Murrell claimed a .45 calibre 
revolver as his

INSPECTOR T. NICKLE,
who told of the dash to Melbourne 
and capture of the bandits. Mr. 

the building. About that time I Nickle corroborated the evidence of association yesterday. $ morning.
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