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I N resuming my series of ar-
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ticles .on “Crimes and Crim-
inals” I am pleased to ob-

serve that last year ,at . the
His Majesty's Penitentiary here, the
Government decided to - make &
change that represents a very marked
advance in the more humane treat-
ment of offenders. I refer to the -do-
ing away with the conspicuous black
and white suits worn by convicts, and
the adoption of a quiet and unpreten-
tions dark brown color for -all pri-
soners working at Government House,
the General Hospital and wherever
else employed outside the grounds of
the institution.

The High Commissioner for New-
foundland, I understand, made men-
tion of this new and popular experi-

Bnﬁm mn GOOD ‘RE 1 'Mil ouht to- bo‘o.rdl for by thdi'. T
; rﬂendu at hozne—frlcndl . who, 1t ﬁ‘ 3
‘I'satd, are well abie to suppor; thém. ¢

Thén, as to the reformation. of the
criminal! There has never been a time

when' this duty has not been insiatod'
--ipon by sages and. monlhu The

1

brew' prophet ascribed to the
mighty the question: ‘“Have I  any
pleasure at all that the wicked should
die?” Seneca said that punishment is
designed to protect society by remov-
ing the offender, to reform its sub-

edient. Plato held that the proper end
of punishment is not merely to ren-
der to the guilty their due, but at the
same- time.to, make them better. He
so far anticipated the course of mod-
ern reform in his dream of an pleal as
to propose the comstruction of three
grades of prisons—one for persons un-

der arrest, one for minor offenders, |

and one for great criminals.
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jects, and to. render others more ob- |
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tering to us, seeing that the stern old
Mother Country does not often take
reformatory suggestions from her
children beyond the seas. One quite

totle defined punishmeént to be “the|

specific of the soul,” and said, that law
should be “wisdom without passion.”
St. Augustine, the venerable bishop

ic Von Strohelm.
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row, which for many years has been'
the prison symbol and sign of degrad- |
ation, is being removed from the out-
side of prison apparel, and a new style i
of clothing is being devised which, ,
though of the simplest kjnd, will give i
a better chance to self-respect. As in
the treatment of inmates of the Peni-!
tentiary here for some time past, the
“convict crop” has been practically
abolished in many of the English pri-
sons, pretty well all prisoners’ hair
now being cut as in ordinary life. The
opportunity of a shave before dis-.
charge, or before going to court for
trial, is aldo. provided.

Even in conservative England to- i
day, prisoners, when being transfer-'
red from one building to another, will
dressed in civilian
cléthes, so as to avoid exposure to the
public. gaze in prison gérb Wires and
bars are being removed as far as pos-
sible from the compartments in which"
visits ® are paid by . relatives and
frierds, and governors have been ask-
ed to exercise freely the option of al-
lowing visits to take place in a room,
if no risks are to be apprehended: In
such cases the prisoner and his friend

atrocious crime may be, it should not
awaken anger and the desire for re-
venge, but should rather be looked
{upon as an inward malady which it is
our duty to heal. Pope’Boniface VIII.
anticipated the famous dilemma of
i Mr. Frederick Hill, “reformation or

| incapacitation,” in one of his edicts,

in which he said that, “whlle the pri-
son is to be regarded as’'s place of de-
tention rather than of retribution, yet
the Church would not disapprove the
incarceration of confessed or convict-
ed clerical offenders for life or until

they should give evidence of repent-.
| ance.”

It will be observed that these were
the utterances of individuals. They
were «in direct opposition to the hea-
then spirit;-- and -the Christian hés
never made more than a partial.im-
press upon social and legislgtive. .in-
stitutions, even in.go-called Christian’
lands. Yet -it- is the: reformatory idea
which distmxuinhes the penitentiary
efa of criminal~jurisprudence. The
honor of having inaugurated that era
is generally accorded to- Pope Clem-
ent XI., who, whén he founded the
Hospital of St. Michael, at Rome, in

i
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