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'BEST QUALITY at MODEST PRICES.

LADIES’ DRESSES

of Georgette, Taffeta and

LADIES’ COSTUMES

of Silk,
Delhi, Velour, etc.

READY-TO-WEAR
UNTRIMMED and
PANAMA HATS. -

Foulard.

Gabardine, Tricotene,

LADIES’

LADIES’ and CHILDREN’S JACKIE
SAUNDERS MIDDIES.

LADIES’ JOAN. OF ARC MIDDIE

SMOCKS.

LADIES’ BARONET SATIN, CREPE DE
'~ CHENE, GEORGETTE and SWISS

NECKWEAR.

LADIES’ NEW DRESS WAISTS opening

daily-

. and VEILINGS.
SLIP-ON VEILS.
' CHILDREN’S
READY-TO-WEAR
PANAMA and

BOYS’ AMERICAN
STRAW HATS.

VAN RAALTE VEILS

HAND MADE HATS.

BISHOP, SONS & COMPANY, LIMITED.

SHOWROOM.
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‘Florizel’ Inquiry.

The Following is a Summary of the
Address Delivered by Mr. Gibbs, K.
C., on Behalf of Captain Martin at
the Closing Session of the Marine
Court of Enquiry, on Friday last.

(Concluded. )

The Crown endcavoured to show
that the slob ice was of a density far
greater than any of the witnesses
would have thought and that it had
pressed the ship towards the land.
The wind was not on the land be-
tween 8 and 12; therefore, could not
press the ice in. All the witnesses
agreed that the slob ice was not of a
kind which would lessen the speed
of' the Florizel or cause her to make
any leeway. From 12 to 4 the ship’s
course was off the land. The course
steered up to 12 midnight, S. W. %
8., was the course steered when leav-
;ng port at night.

The Crown seemed to think that the
fact that one of the scamen on watch
said he thought he saw a light,
should have raised a doubt in the
mind of the captain. But the captain
made a careful examination of this
matter, as well as the officer on the
bridge, and could find no trace of it.
If such a thing as a light could be
seen at all it should have been vis-
ible when the ship was abeam and
not astern of it. No light was seen
or could be seen. The seaman thought
he saw a “glare” of a light but there
was no light anywhere between the
two Capes which threw a glare.
Ferryland light was a very poor
light. It could not be seen a mile
from the shore when the weather is
any way hazy. That it must be a
very poor light might be inferred
from the fact that the steamer Ca-
couna, about three years ago, after
leaving this port ran on shore under
the very lighthouse. The other light,
Bear Cove Head, as one captain
stated, is only a “nuisance” and it
might be a very good light for men
cutting in the wood. Even assuming
the course traced by counsel for the
Crown to be correct, it showed that
on account of the distance of the ship
from the shore it was impossible for
anyone to see a light. Another fact
commented on by the counsel for the
Crown was the fact that books were
thrown out of the bookcase owing to
the condition of the sea, and the cargo
getting adrift. The evidence showed
that no glass was broken in the
cases, therefore the doors of the
bookcases must have been open and
an extra heavy roll of the ship would
cause them to fall out. He (Mr.
Gibbs) crossed from Sydney to Peort
aux Basques a few years age and
when about half across, out of fifteen
passengers sleeping on the side of
the ship where he was, twelve were
thrown out of their .berths through
the violence of the sea. There was
nothing unusual in cargo breaking
adrift or in valises being thrown
across the stateropm floor. If mat-
ters of this kind caused captains to
view things as serious or to doubt
their position, very few ships would
cross the ocean.

It has been hinted that the captain
should have continued sounding all
that night. There was nothing in the
svidence or in the rules followed by
captains leaving port to bear out this
contention. The captain did sound
between 10.20 and 12 and made sure
of his position. When he altered the
ship’s course at 12 and continued on
that course until 4 he was running off
the land, not on it. When he again
altered his course at 4 a.m. he was
pot then running on the land. His
position according to his reckonming,
wnd he had no doubt in his mind
wbout it, was about 21 miles east by

south half south from Cape Race and |
wbout 10 miles S. E. Cape Ballard.!|

The course he was steering was par-
illel with the land. It should have
mabled him tp pass Cape Race about
! or 4 miles off. 7 5

The captain, not having any doubt
18 to where his 12 to 4

take any soundings because none
were necessary. All the expert tes-
timony given before the Court sub-
stantiated and corroborated the cap-
tain on this point.. If the captain was
in doubt there is not the slightest
suspicion that he would have sound-
ed on that 4 o’clock course. How
could any uncertainty arise in his
mind? The counsel for.the Crown
maintained that the captain not being
accustomed to use the revolutions of
the propeller in estimating the speed
of the ship, was not entitled to re-
gard with safety point C on the chart.
If he depended on the revolutions of
the propeller or took them into con-
sideration he would have been ashore
at one or half-past one. The revolu-
tions of the propeller would have
shown him that in the first watch the
ship was steaming at the rate of a
fraction over 12 miles per hour, or
for the watch 48.024 knots, and in
the second watch 43.848 knots, or
nearly 11 knots per hour. The great-
est amount of slip that Mr. McFar-
lane would allow the Florizel would |
be 11 per cent. This could only occur
in unusually severe weather. Hence
if the captain took into consider-
ation the revolutions of the propeller
and allowed a 11 per cent. slip in the
two watches, instead of computing
his distances in the first and second
watches at 26 and 24 knots respec-i
tively (and as low as 20 knots in the
second watch as a measure of safety),
his reckoning would have caused him
to alter his course to go around Cape
Race at about 1.30 instead of at 4.
He would consequently have gone
ashore at about half-past two or
thereabouts.

This showed how more reliable the
captain’s judgment was as to the
speed of his ship. The captain in
reckoning the speed of the ship knew
from the chief engineer that the en-
gines were turning over freely. He
coensulted his officers all through that
night and morning. He ahd his of-
ficers observed her going through the
water time and again during the
watches in order to determine the
ship’s speed and to make sure of her
position, and it was not possible for
all of them to be mistaken. That she
did not go over the bed of the ocean
the distance ‘computed was now
known, but that she was paqsing
through the water at the rate they
judged her ‘did not admit of any
doubt. Captains and officers on ships
should be and were able to judge the
speed of their ship when a log can-
not be used and when they cannot see
land. The captain and officer had
gone up and down that coast many
times without being able to use a
log or to see land, and in such cases
they had to rely on their own judg-
ment, :

There was nothing unusual in the
weather or sea conditions; at any
rate they were not of such a char-
acter as to cause them to doubt the
accuracy of their judgment or their
estimates. All forces and circum-
stances known to them were taken
into consideration. The captain made

1
|

every possible allowance; he went off
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the land, he underestimated the speed
of the ship for the purpose of safety.
He was on the bridge all night; he
did all that a reasonable, prudent and
cautious navigator could do. He could
not be expected to have the gift of
omniscience. This was not to be
found on the habitable globe. If it
were the millenium would have been
long ago ushered in. He could not
have foreseen the extraordinary con-
ditions of current which are testified
to in the evidence of the lighthouse
keeper at Ferryland or by Captains
Simonsen cr Perry, who were at the
scene cf the wreck the day it oc-
curred.

It was suggested that

not only

'courses, S.S.W. and W.S.W. So far as
their relation to one another is con-
cerned its effect need not be consid-
ered. If it retarded the ship on the
one course, it would have retarded her
with the same force on the other; if
it had accelerated her on the one
course, it would have accelerated her
with the same force on the other. In
other words if the sea had been per-
fectly smooth, and there had been
only such a current to contend with,
the Florizel would have taken the
same time to come back onto the
southwest course as she consumed in
getting off it.

As a matter of fact she took Iess!
than a quarter. (We can practically '
disregard the last change of course
to W. by S. since she must have been
very near the S. W, line before it was
made.) She was steaming for four
hours S.S.W. and only three quarters
of an hour W.S.W. The whole of this
difference must, therefore, be ac-
counted for by wind and sea. It is
quite impossible. No wind and sea '
could possibly make her speed on the
second course nearly five times as
great as that on the first.

The lowest speed which Counsel
for the Crown gave her on the S.S.W.
course was 5 knots. That would mean
that she went 20 miles from 12 to 4.
Even if the whole force of the current
was put against her and she was al-
lowed only 4 knots, she would have
still gone 16 miles. Then she must
have made aboat 20 or 16 knots an
hour on the W.S.W. course—an utter
impossibility.

Mr. Gibbs pointed out that Counsel
for the Crown avoided this difficulty
by allowing a lot of difficulty but he
would also point cut that there was
not only no reason to suppose that
she made it but the reversed or N.E.
current would more then correct any
such tendency. Its effect would clear-
1y be to keep the ship off the land
since she would be running across it. .
He further pointed out that the Crown '
put her head into the current on the
first course and away from it on the !
, other when she ought to be affected
>similarly by both.

It therefore seemed to him

(Mr.}

foggy, be put under no necessity of

| sounding. Only such a current as he

had mentioned could falsify such an
assumption, and he submitted that no
captain could be expected to take it
into account,

The history of shipping along the
coast where the steamship « Florizel
went ashore, was of the most tragic
character. The first steamer carry-
ing mails to this country went to her
doom in that vicinity, and wreck has
succeeded wreck until the latest, and
perhaps the most tragic of all, the
one which is now the subject matter
of this investigation. Unusual and
extraordinary tidal conditions, some-
times occurred along the coast, but
they were never brought to the atten-
tion of the mariner. The public press
in June, 1901, records the fact that the
highest tide for upwards of half a
centary was experienced at Placentia.
In thal month the steamship Lusitania
went ashore near where the Florizel
went to her doom. Two hours after
the siranding of the Lusitania, another
ocean liner was almost ashore on the
same reef. The following day another
ocean liner almost met a similar fate.
A Bell Island ore carrier passed
through the channel between the
Whale's Back and the Sunkers. Cap-
tain Larder, who was in the Angola,
saw the steamer coming and was un-
able to account how this steamer nav-
igated the channel. Larder gave the
captain of the steamer his position
and thus saved the ship from going
ashore at the mouth of Renews Har-
bor. The Marine Court of Enquiry
into the loss of the steamship Lusi-
tania exonerated the captain from
blame. The Loyal Briton, which was
lost in June, 1906, was 35 miles out
of her course. The captain reckoned
that he had passed Cape Race. The
Marine Court of Enquiry investigated
into the circumstances surrcunding
her loss, and exonerated the captain
from blame. In both these cases the
cause of the loss was a cross current
such as the Florizel must have enr-
countered during the night and fol-
lowing morning after she left port on
that fateful voyage.

Mr. Gibbs next discussed at length

must the Polar current have been re- Gibbs) that the supposition of a N. the questions submitted on behalf of

versé@l on the night in question but

E current was quite impossible. It

the Crown, for the opinion of the

the captain should have taken such a ' failed to explain why the ship was as ' Court, and forcibly conterided that in

possibilily into account. While he ad-
mitted that there was a certain amount
of force in the contention, he (Mr.
Gibbs) thought that he could show
that the supposition itself was an im-
possible one so far from explaining
the facts as set out by the evidence,
made the occurrence even more in-
explicable. :
The captain steered South West one
quarter South up to 12 am. then
changed to South West up to four,
then changed again to West South
West. These last two courses were
on exactly equal sides of a south west
course, one being two points south of
it, the other two points west of it.
Now a reversed current would have
flowed straight along this south west
course, i.e., tg the north east. Con-
sequently it would have exactly the
same effect on the ship on both

SURFACE -
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near the land at 4 a.m. as she must
have been; in fact it made the mystery |
deeper. The only way to account for '
it was to assume at least a North!
current possibly one bearing even to:
the west of north, that is on the land. '
Such a current of a strength of 2
knots or even less would fully explain !
everything. As it would be dead’
against the ship from 12 to 4, it would
bring her speed down to about 3 knots
or a little more, giving her about 12
for the whole course. It was reason-
able to suppose that when she turn-
e¢d W.S.W. and goth both wind and
current slightly behind her she would
easily make that speed and strike land
in about an hour, as she did. If it was
allowed that the wind helped her a lit-
tle more than this on her second
course, it was not necessary to put the
current as high as 2 knots though he
thought it must have been somewhere
in that vicinity.

He, Mr. Gibbs, submitted therefore
that the only possible explanation of
the ship’'s proximity to land at 4
o’clock was to be found in such a cur-
rent as he suggested and not in a
merely reversed current such as the
books and other evidence mention. He
also. submitted that the captain could
nct be held to blame for not taking
such a current 4nto consideration,
whatever may be said of the ordinary
Polar current and its reversal. He
also submitted generally that having
regard only to the question of dis-
tance from shore, and not up or down
it, any captain would be justified, even
under the conditions of that might, in
assuming after he hac steered S.S.W.
for four hours from any point, how-
ever near the land, that he was
far from the land that when he alte

at the same angle as he left it, he
would be able to see the land long be-
fore ho was ‘n

He would

view of all the circumstances, the
Court’s answers should exonerate the
captain.

In conclusion, he, Mr. Gibbs, point-
ed out that here was a coast line of
almost 60 miles without a lighthouse,
without safeguards of any kind for
navigation; there was no coast more
dangerous. It was rightly called the
“graveyard of the Atlantic,” The
public were indifferent as to the fate
of those who must navigate it or who
take passage in ships along it. The
Court was investigating a loss of life
and property, which all by their in-
difference and apathy contributed to,
and a victim was sought in the per-
son of some unfortunate captain
whose ship came to grief because pro-
per safeguards were not provided to
enable him to tell the position of his
ship and to protect the lives of those
on her. He was sent out along a
treacherous coast, at the confluence
of two streams, the Polar and Gulf,
where at any ‘moment the most extra-
ordinary conditions of tide might ac-
cur, and he was expected to guard
against and to be responsible for the
hidden forces of' ' nature. Was it
right? Was it just?
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Owing to the collapse in Russia,
which allowed Germany to remove
the main part of her Army from the
Eastern to the Western front, the Al-
lies have been severely handicapped
in meeting the greatest offensive of
the war.

There is an urgent call to all parts
of the Empire for men.

In the United Kingdom steps are
being taken to conscript all men up
1 to the age of 51 years.

As a self-governing Dominfoa New-
| foundland has been called upon to Jo

her part in filling the gaps. We have
{ been specially called upon by the
| Secretary of State for the Colonies to
: keep the Royal Newfoundland Regi-
ment at its full war strength. Three
' hundred men (300) are required im-
mediately and sixty (60) men

|

|tiona1 per month: The need for these
' men is set forth in the despatch Te-;

ceived Tuesday, April 9th, from _the
Secretary of State for the Colonies,
which reads as follows:—

“April 9th.—Statement has been

effect that the Newfoundland Regi-
ment in France is now short of the
authorized War Establishment by
170 men, and that the number of
men under training in England is
not sufficient to make up this de-
ficit. Since very heavy fighting must
be anticipated, at least 300 men will
be required from Newfoundland as
early as possible in order to bring
the Battalion up to strength and an
additional ‘'sixty men per month will
be required to maintain it in the
field.

H. M. Government trust that your
Government will be able to supply

these men.
(Signed) LONG.”

Conscription prevails throughout
Canada and the United States,  and
Newfoundlande~s in Canada are be-
ing conscripted.

Under the War Measures Act the
Newfoundland Government have or-
dered:—

That no unmarried man between

who is eligible for the Army or
Navy, shall be permitted to leave
the Dominion.

That no person whosoever shall
be allowed to leave the Dominion
without a Passport.

Newfoundland must do its part, and
cost what it will, the Regiment must
be maintained. Our Regiment has
performed deeds of valor equal to any
in the history of the British Army.

It8 gallantry in the field has won
the recognition of the King by the
bestowal of the glorious prefix
“ROYAL”.

It has earned so many encomiums
from the Commander in Chief, the
Divisional and Brigade Generals, that
we  cannot allow it to be withdrawn
from the scene of conflict.

It has placed the name of New-
foundland on the Honour Roll of the
nations. It would be an eternal dis-
grace to the eligible men of Newfound-
land to allow the name to be erased
from that Honour Roll by failing to
keep the Regiment up to its full fight-
ing strength.

An opportunity is now afforded the
young men of the country to join the
ranks.

On St. George's Day, the 23rd April,
the Legislature will be convened, and
immediate attention will be given to
the consideration of ‘the steps to be
taken to maintain the Royal New-
foundland Regiment at full war
strength.

In the meantime the need is urgent,
and every effort should be made to
answer the call from His Excellency
the Governor and from the War Coun-
cil, to enlist as many men as possible.

W. W. HALFYARD,
Acting  Colonial Secretary.

Dep’t of the Colonial Secretary,
April 11, 1918, :

- Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis,
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the ages of twenty and thirty-five, |

Thoughts Upon
“le Tmes

(By PATRIOT)

The success of the
made by the returned i%?m
rejected men to fill the 8aps iy
Royal Newfoundland Regiment,
before the public eye two facty

(1.) The failure of the Govermms
to do its duty; and (2.) the .,; v
as loyal and patriotic ag ever, »
very unfortunate for Newfoundlad
the present time that she shopid g
for her rulers, men who g
capable of appreciating the graaty
lic questions now confronting yg
the strangest part is the weak gy
ments put forward by their g
papers and public men to j
; policy of drift. The results of
general election in Canada last f§
should have been sufficient to g
vince them as to what the bulk of
pecple wanted. They will not now
satisfied with anything short of §
ive Conscription. = There is nofi
‘wrong about this methed. Itfs
only method which is fair and ft
the individual as well as to the S
Tr3 voluntary enlistment method
*.0st unfair and unjust. The re
are so apparent, and have been ¢
merated so many times by diff
writers, that there is no need to
tion them here. Even His Excelle
{ the Governor’s appeal, published a
the great meeting in the Casino
tre, contained a clause to the eff
 that Selective Conscription was
to be enforced. It showed how utte
out ef touch with the people his
visprs were. Fortunately that ¢
has®since becn stricken out of
appe nL. The country now und
stands 't at as soon as possible aff
the House of Assembly meets a mé

dorse their actions.
simply be inviting disaster.

One needs to be a Philadelp
lawyer these days to understand
what the Iris! ationalists want T
Home Rule question is as old asd
oldest living person. To the aven
person Home
greatest need. )
pass a Home Rule Measure for &
land, and in return will apply
same law relaiing to man power
has been in foree in England forfif
years. To this the Irish object W
should they expect to be
| cxempted from dcing their dug!
{does seem strange to the @
| Britisher who is making such
| rifices to defeat the Hun, and saf
j the world the very freedom which i
I Irish people have been clamoring
! that they are not willing 1
| against the enemies of freedom
| justice. Their actions appest [
| very inconsistent. ¢
A writer in yesterday's Dtﬂ!'
| refers to Hon. Jchn Andersons
| picture gallery, and mentions el
I that Mr. Anderson intends f0 ®
i the matter before the Goveriiy
| with a view of selecting & S
which would be known asa "‘
{ (why not Sailors’, too?) “
{ Hall. The writer has on sev!

{ casions referred to Hon. MI 2
i son’s praiseworthy cfferts I8
spect. But why should e “.
other person have to interest the
in doing what is clearly thelf
to do? The Ministry of Miilh
recently moved into their new ;
ers on Water Street. This j
admirably situated for such
gallery as Mr. Anderson
Why not use it for that pu
the war is over?

The description of Port Ulr
yesterday’'s Advocate c9ntaln! ;
ment which the public &
would do well to notice. ’
has already been made to it ]
columns by the writer. Hmm
statement: “Just starting I8 S0
pier, which wikg be a termitititeg
northern coast@ service. L wad
the fact that Government ¥
ed upon sometime ago
thousand dollars for &
railway to Port Union, i
teresting to know if this ;
which is to be the new tSFoyg
the northern coastal servicé ¥
be paid for by the (love"“'-"I
when the public, by petitiod ¢
wise, asked for this Very fo

\oe

SUget

; benefit /%
novation, which will o, ‘

class of people in the i
writing thus the writer has ™% %
ous feelings against MT. 0"‘ gl
his F. P. U. enterlpailse; 8k
He is entitled to all the

real and lasting ben;t:ty ;
dustry and enersy s
people of the North. B“:i 1
with an established 1DSHUCAS
the Coastal Service, and G
the exclusive benefit of ’
schemes at Port Union, |
 too much from tte publie
and the little place

John's, the Capital of 5

When you want ¥

ure will be introduced to this efed
If this is done public opinion will &
If not they W

gpeciss

¥
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NEW SCRIMS—Here is another batch
of vgry handsome Scrims at 4 low-
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PRETTY SCRIMS. — The Iloveliest
we have ever handled. Prétty
——bpeyond compare — ‘White and
Cream with delicately tinted floral
patterns, and border to match, 36
inches wide; ¢hoose from these your
 Summer Curtains, the reduced price
is helpful. Reg. 50c yard. 45C
¥ri. ,Sat. aid Monday ....
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Saturday and Monday .. ..
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a glove like this. Reg. $2.80.
day, Saturday & Mon.

Gloves. .Reg. $1.00.- Friday,
Saturday and Monday .. .. ..

" board Runners, wave edge.

( pretty Scrims and Pretty C
‘ Eas_y-Paying ;

HIN
othe
eric
see
shad

tone g
slip-

luric
furn

Friday¥

day .

ART 9

piec
thes
sate
tare
obve
Fri.,
SIDEH
maki
ched
board
wou,
value
Mony

| 2 Leaders in Ladies’

| LADIES’ GLOVES—Best quality Tan Cape
g Kid; the Glove that gives you t;ed ut-
ome

wrist. You make no mistake in buying
$2.60

LADIES’ SILK GLOVES—Our Dollar line
of Black and White Silk Gloves, wrist
length, dome or button wrist; now is the
time to buy in your supply of Summer

89c

SIDEBOARD RUNNERS—Very pretty Lag

You would

prised at the wear these give, and the &
lay is helpful; easy to wash and laund
each, Friday, Saturday and Mon
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COTTON BLANK-
ETS — Coloured,
Cotton Blankets in
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We have just a do
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for Pillow Cases. Regular 50c. Friday,
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- BOLSTER CASES—FExtra heavy and strongls

best quality English Pillowings, size 20 x
ster Case that will give years of wear.

$1.20. Friday, Sltnr@ny and Monday

- -

ENGLISH SHEETS—Lar;
rge size family Bed S
best of English Sheetings, plain finish; s
hemmed. These are value to-day for $4.70
pair. Friday, Saturday and Monday .. ..
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