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A Missionary’s Experi-.
i ence With a Lien

(From the Zambesi
Record.)
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missionary,

Loubiere, |
for nearly sixteen years been i
charge of the flourishing mission
at  Chipanga the
River. This mission station

on

who ht‘i walls.

Zambesi
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tn remain inside, I rushed out of

(m\ room and into that of the

| boys, hearing a gun- fired at the

| same moment.

A | S5
‘ The lean-to

was -empty, the

following stories we table in- it was overturned, and|W

there was a big hole in one of the
Where were the
lif)n the roof of the house,

1| which

boys?
upon
climbed,  and
all ~erying out,

[]H‘)' had

1l where they were

if he were interred at a distance
so I deter-
mined to have the corpse convey-
ed to Chipanga. We wrapped
the body up and placed it in the
covered boat,
used as a sleeping apart-
told
my boys to row back to Chipanga

from his own people,

shelter in my
which I

ment when travelling, and I

and inform the dead man’s rela-
tions what had happened. I
mained at Misongue

re-
tha

the witehdoctor.

kindled fire and
placed two small clay pots of
water on it, and while the wate
mumbled a lot of
incantations. Then he called up
the complainants and the accused
and told each pair to’ choose one
of the pots. When they had done
so, he cut six small pieces of grass
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stems and called out, “Now look,
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gyou, I am going to drop

: f

; to my host, was rowed across the
river in his small boat, and be-
gan my jourmey homewards.
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since
the boat was a large and heavy
one, and the voyage to misongue
had to be
stream.

We reached our destination
about sunset and I walked up to
the house, which stood about
fifty yards from the river and on
ita , north. bank:- I reeceived =
warm welcome from Senhor
Silva, who then asked me why

number was not excessive,

made against the

be all right there, he said, ‘“No,
lions are very bad in this neigh-

nightima.

to sleep in.’

my boys,
where they were.

replying in the negative,

and would himself go down and
fetch them. This he did, though
the boatmen; thinking them-

selves porfectly safe, were loth to
come,

A werd now about the house
and i{ts arrangement, It was a
gingle-storied three-roomed dwell-
ing, far from solidly built, the
walls consisting merely of poles
and - sheets of corrugated iron.
The inner partition walls did not
quite reach the ceiling, so that it
was possible for an active person
to jump over them and pass
from one room to another with-
out having to go outside. The
three rooms were in a row, and
on the right of them was a lean-
to, the flimsy wall of which con-
sisted of stout grass elosely-woven
together, It was this lean-to
which was apportioned to my boys
a8 their sleeping-room; my host's
room was next.to it, mine next
to his, and to my left was an
unoccupied room,

After supper I walked up and
down outside in the long grass,
saying my rosary and other
The sequel will show

I

prayers,
how, unsuspected by myself,
ran a great risk by doing so.
Nothing remarkable happened
till the time came for retirihg to
vest, but T had scarcely put out
my light and stretehed myself—
fortunately without undressing—
on the bed, when
hubbub arose in the room in
which the boys were lying.
Mingled with shouts'and  screams
I  heard of
knalamu! —*“a lion! a lion!”
jumped up at once, and,

a tremendous

cries

need not add that we took care
to shut and barricade the door.
Senhor Silva then came from his
over the
partition walls— he svasn't going

own ~room, climbing

to venture outside.

As the wounded man remained
~uuonscmtn and showed but
little sign’ of life, I asked for
some wine and a little salt to

knalamu!

he|sorrow for the past.
assured me that ha had by no|giving him a short instruction
means exaggérated the dauger,|and making sure of his disposition

I had left my boys at the river. rub into his wounds. This 45 a
On my replyigg that they would |most effective, if drastic, way of
restoring
the
borhood, aund it would be most |speedily
dangerous to remain outside at|opened his eyes, groaned, and
They must come up |cried out, “I'm dying I'm dying.”
here and I will give them & place Though he " bad .bheen through
Now lions on. the|s& course of
right bank of the Zambesi Riyer, truths of Christianity, this ycung
whera thers is plenty of game|man had always refused to be
for them to prey upon, very|baptized;
rarely, if ever, attack a human|been far from edifying. Seeing
being, 50 I felt no anxiety about that he was not likley to live
and let them remain|lon
A little later|of his sins and he baptized. At
my host asked me if I had told|first he demuyred, but he finally
the bays to come up, and on my consented

consciousness, and in
present instance
successful.

it was
Makwiza

instruction in the
in faet’ his life had
g, I now urged him to repent

and protested his
So, after

I baptized the dying mafl, Only a
minute or two later he cried out,
“Good-bye, Father, I am going;”
and, then, to his young brother-
{n-law, who was one of the party,
“Good-bye, Paulo,” and he fell
back dead,

Ileft the body in the room
and told the boys to remain there
till morning, Then I returned to
my own room, lay down and
tried to sleep. But a few
minutes later there were cries
from the next room and all the
boys came scrambling over the
partition into mine, yelling out,
“The lion is here, he has seized
the body of Makwiza.” I took fn
assegai which I had noticed in
my room, and asked where the
lion was, “In the next room,”
they replied.

It was difficult to understand
how the brute had entered the
room! but if it had really seized
the body and made off with it
there was nothing to be done, 8o
this time I kept quiet. As a
matter of fact the lion had not
entered the but we soon
prowling Outside’

house,
him
loudly

against the walls of the

heard

smthng A and pnﬂhmg

house
This
he continued to do for hours, to
our great alarm, but he was un-

in his endeavors to get in.

able to effect an entrance. There
of

one that night, and we were all

was 1o chance sleep for any-

mightily relieved when morning
dawned and the lion went away.

though ! possible; but ;
; 25 i . .
Senhor Silva shouted out to me relations would make a big fuss were Fr.

My host was anxious for me

I|to bury the dead manas soon as

I knew that his

really greateful. and I was much
relieved. 2

Then came Makwiza's young
wife, and again I expected to be
blamed and anathematized, How-
ever, they lady had offen been
treated harshly apd eruelly by
her husband, afid she was far
from dJsconsqla.te &t his_death.
I guve h;{‘t% poundls- and a

»‘bao of rice, and she went away
perfectly happy.

How I Exposed the Witchdoctor

Along the Zambesi, as in
many other parts of South and
Central Africa, the most influ-
ential, as well as the most feared,
among the native population are
the witchdoctars, styled nganga
or inyanga, in practicaly every
portion of the sub-continent. Of
these perhaps the greatest rouges
and imposters are the akumbasa
(the ibanusi or izangoma of the
Zulus and Matabele), the “smellers-
out,” 1. 8., witechdoctors who are
summoned to detect and name
the authors of real or supposed
crimes, The following story tells
how omne of these cheats was de-
tected and exposed at Chipanga,
Some fourteen years ago two
pagan natives lost their money
while travelling from Beira to
this neighborhood. On reaching
Chipanga they went to a kumbasa
to inquire who had robbed thew,
and he declared the thieves to be
two working boys of this mission
The complainants then ocame up
to the Mission Station and charg-
ed our two boys of theft. On
our putting the question. “How
do you know that these two are
the - culprits?” -they replied.
“The kumbasa told us”; and on
being asked, “And how does he
know?’ they —answered, at once,
“Why the kumbasa knows every
thing, the past, the present, and
the future’ I then inguired the
name of this wonderful kumbasa,
“for,” said I, “I should like to
make his acquaintance.” They re-
plied that his name was Apezu.

Apézu was accordingly sum-
moned to appear before us, and
when he turned up, I asked him
how he knew that the two boys
he had named were thieves. His
reply that his mitombue
(medicines) had told him. I there-
upon taxed him with being an
imposter, . and told him that he
must come up next day and give
a public display of his power.

On the following morning we
summoned all the people of the
neighborhood to be present at the
entertainment. They came, and
after Apezu arrived with
all his paraphernalia. The people
were told to stand in a large
the centre of which
Torrend,

was

SOQn

circle, in

myself, and

equal portions of his powder into
the pots. Let him put in ecqual
amounts, and we _ shall see what
Happens.”
Apezu  at " once . changed
countenance and began to tremble
while all the people cried out,
“Inde, Inde,” ie, “Yes, yes, very
good.” I then brought a pair of
scales and made the.
out two equal portions of his
powder; he had then to repeat
his experiment, and of course
nothing happened. There was
at once a great uproar and Apezu
was loudly reviled as a liar and
cheat. Then, by way of further
discrediting this rascal in the
eyes of the people, I said, “Now
I am going to prove to you that
Apezu killed his own father.”
The man protested loudly that he
had never done anything of the
sort, but I insisted on putting the
matter to the test. I thereupon
brought two glasses apparently
filled with water, but one of
them in reality contained some
oxalate of potash. Holding up
both of these, I said, “You ses
both of these glasses contain
water, Now I shall take one and
Apezu the othet, I shall then put
equal qnantities of some medicine,
weighed in your presence, into
each glass; if it turns the "water
in his glass into blood and has
no effeat on mine, then he is &
murderer.”

All were highly interested and
loudly expressed their approval,
I then gave Apezu the glass con.
taining the oxalate of potash and
weighed out two equal quantities
of sulphate of iron. On this being
put into the glass I held, there
was, of course, no visible result;
but on dropping some into the
other glass, the water in it be-
came blood red. A great shout at
once arose from all sides and the
unfortunate Apezu was ina ter-
rible state and screamed out that
he was innocent. But the people
would not listen to him, and all
cried, “No, no, you are a murderer
you killed your father,”

It was with some diffieulty
that I managed to silence them;
but having done so, I explained
the trick and showed them how
easily the witchdoctors played
upon their ignorance and de-
ceived them. They were quite
convinced, and thereafter would
have nothing to do with Apezus
or any other kumbasa.—J
Loubiere, S. J.
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