
ON WAR MEMORIALS
By P. G. KONODY

REAT nations," says Ruskin inhis preface to "St. Mark's Rest,"
"Cwrite their autobiographies in

three manuscripts :-the book of their
deeds, the book of their words, and the
book of their art. Not one of these books
can be understood unless we read the two
others ; but of the three the only quite
trustworthy one is the last. The acts of a
nation may be triumphant by its good
fortune, and its words mighty by the genius
of a few of its children, but its art only by
the general gifts and common sympathies
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in events to'trouble -about the daily life, the
appearance, the surroundings of the pawns
on the chess-board of history. There was
no need for him to describe what to him
was obvious. A war, for instance, means
to him statistics, strategic and tactical move-
ments and their resuits, treaties and alliances,
and the glory of individual ruiers or
generals. The scuiptor and painter, on the
other hand, have to visualize their subject
and to build it up of those material details
which the chronicler scarcely touches upon,
as being too obvious, but which, in their
ensemble, constitute the life and civilization
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