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I think thI e Iroxosal that -the mîenbers of the Le islative r vuil should elect théir own
President, is judiiicituls and salutary, adt Y :1, 1a. epaeuil to urg it on Your Graces favor,
able consderation. But .1 venture to think that ier Majesty's asseit to this schemlle,
should be coupled vith a pîrovisioi t the Presideiit so lhoei slould le elected, eitier
for lif'e, or for a.eertain ternîof years not coinciding wtit that fixed lor the duration of the
Ilouse of Assemblhy.

It is very desirable that the decision of ler 31ajesty's G moveî aent upon tle.proposnl
now subiitted, should be made liere ut as early a period as is consistent with its due con-
sideration by Yoir (rae

I. have &e. (Sge)AIn-rwn 11.Gno.
His Gracc- the- I)îhle i vcî.IF.f.& c. .&

No.4.

The Se-retary of State for the Coloiies to the Lieutenant Govertnor.

Doweirny Strect, 121h Dcemir, 1861.
SI,--I have had under ny consideration your Despatch of the 11 th Novemnber, enelosing

a Minute of your Executive Couneil, expressive of tieir desire that the President of the
Legislative Comuncil 'of New Brunswick shotuld, for the future, be elected froi auougst its
niembers, and should hold his appointment as i%4 Canada, for thie duration of the Parliaient.
Your Council also explain'rt-bat it is not desired tiat the cianîge shotuld take eflèct until
the office shall next beomie vacant.

I an of opinion thauit the right of -elcting tleir President, is a privilege which it will
be advantageous to confer upion the Lègislitive Council, and 1 shall be prepared to advise
Her Majesty to give effect tio.thievishes ofyour Governnent in this respect.

But with regard tu the tenure of the oilee, 1 own that it appears to ne that this inport
antpost would gain in dignity if its duration·were to be soiewliat longer and more certain
than that (f a singfle Parliaient. This object night he attained by niaking the appoint-
ment lhr fbur vears, and util the end of the Parliaiment then existing. The effect of this
would be, that the Presilenît, whilst lie could not holid bis office lor less than four years,
would usually retain it during two whole Parlianments.

I have, &e (Signed) NFwcATI.E.

The Ion. Arthur il. Gorden, &e. &c.

No. 5.

The Lieutenant Governor to the Seeretary of State for the Colonies.

Fre<herieoni, Ist Spfrnber, 1062.

MyLonn DUKÈ,-I have the honor to enclose fwo Minutes of muy Executive Council
in Committee, upon the subject of-the Pres.idency of the'legislative Council.

2. Your Grace will perceive that my Executive Council are willing to accept the sug-
gestion of Tour Grace, thatthe office should be held for four years certain, but are indis-
posed to view with favor its further retention until the close of the existing Parliament.

3. Although I retain unchanged thé opinions I expressed in my Minute of the 3rd
December 1861, and in my Despatch to Your Grace 1' li th November,. I aui disposed,
under all the circumstances, to recomniend Your G race to conply with the wishes of- my
Couneil, provided it be shewn that their wishes are in, accordance with those of the Body
most affected, by the change-the Legislative Couneil itself;-and I would therefore request
of Your Grace nathority to carry the contemplated arrangement into effeet, on the passage
of a Resolution of the legislative Council affirming its desirability.

I have, &e. (Signed) ARTHUR I. GoRDoN.
His Grace the Duike of Newcastle, K. G., &c. Lc. &c.


