
To Bis J!=elZncy Sir Francià -Bond' Head, Ktight; Comnder-of the
RoY Hallnoveria Guelphic Order,-and of tie Prusin Order of Merit,
Liautenant Governor of the Provice of Tpper:Canada.5c -c. . C.

The Commissioners for the improvement of the na igation of the River St..Lawrenè,

RESIPECTFLLY REPORT,
That, the difficulties, which: in the course of the -season of

1835,. aperated against the. progress- of the works on the St. Lawrence Canal, have through-
out the-past season, been seriously felt ; and: although. it was deemed advisable :te obviate
their effect as much as possible, by affording an advance upon« the, cotraet prices, neerly
equivalent-to the rise in the value of labour and provisions at the time, (being ten per cent.
upon the amount of work performed in 1825, and thirty per cent. on that done end- to be
perforned in I836,) the remedy bas but'in part produced the desired effect: the prices of
provisions and the value of labour having continued to advance, and at this moment. averaging
an increase of about one hundred per cent. upon the rates in- 1834.

-Notivithstanding a very considerable -increàse in. th.e amount of enigration thi- season,
and-the application of every possible means to secure a suppIy of labouréi-s'för thè works,
both through -the agency of persons engaged in the Emigrant Trade in England, Scotland, and
Ireland, and their consignees in Quebec and Montreal, the average number of workmen
employed through the season has been very inadequate. The unlimited demand for labour
in the United States, and the inducement offered in the much higher rates of wages on the
public works in ,t1hât cuntiy « thin; could be afforded. on -this!.Cainal, have .c'aused. a continual
drain upon the supply of workmen, and the incessant change of labour which is thus pro-
duced ,has operated, against.the Centractors. as. respects the quantity of work .performed..

Circumstances whicb the -Reports,- Letters an- Resolutions connectedwith.the case in
the appended copy of the Minutes of the -proceedings .of this Board will. explain,. induced
fr. J.B. Mills to tender his resignation of the office of Resident Engineer,- in charge of

the works. Captain Phillpotts,.of the Royal Ehgineers, having, offered his .serviees,they
were;accepted, aàd the works have since proceeded. under his direction and superin-
tendenee

No materiâl altërati.on has. been.made in theplan of theÇCanal in the coursecfEthe past
season- otherivise than where it was necessary för the greater:security of*thet-vork The-prin-
cipal change has been on Section No. One, where the excavation-has- been caiied fartier
into the! bank,.opposite the most rapid part of* the- current at the Long Saulti. A stone -pro-
tection is also being constructed.on the outside of a partof. the-embunkinent at Section No.
Six, to prevent sliding, of wbich the soil has shown some indications. :.

To expedite the completion of Section Io. One, (the-ost difficult and important part of
the Canalkit- was considered necessaryto reliéve the.Conractorsof a po.tion:6f.theý section,
so- as to enable- them to direct their force.to the.excavation ofthe. section. below water Ievel,
for which,. with- th .excption of the work in question, they were otherwise prepared. -- That
part taken off their hands:has been divided into- sixsub-sections-and has beenre-let to diffe-
rent contractors. In the progress of excavatiorbelow water level, some difficultyhas-preseéntd
itself in the way of strata of guick-sand, through. which the water froin the river has been
foundto iorce itselfupon-ithe-woriks. The esidentEngineer expresses confidence inhich
he has.informèd the Bàrdthai.ewas- supported by the opinion:of the Consuling Enginéer)
that-bytreiconstruction of-, Puddle Banks,"A.this difficulty- can- be effectuallrovercome, and
hie fias accdingleonmencèd4te. adoption.of-this remedy.

.AMery cniderable portionof the.season best adapted to mason-worias unvoidably
suffered.to pssþ,.in conseqguence .of the quality of.the cement povided not being..approved
of liy tlïeßsidient. Engineen ~Eeeeertian hás:sneeheemsdtormove thsdifficulty,
andat:lengtha material isnow suppliëd, which. mets hi1.apprdval and .its maifacturehe-
iflåfCid2nI. tlieviritiiyr otlinäal,--villYsecùre aiigiåt igfintr So-
far asý thé workon: the .Locks has been'.carried on, ixt..resents aiery sätisfactory appearance.
Some ofteulési'tsa rel fàiis ed; a d other i.'_stat; f d T .
átc Mille RódliesLieïd iifsälf a' xiinmxiiation- bëtwen ihatillage ani4'the adjacént
coùn r1.< b t-ha
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