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PLEASURES OF GARDENING
Editor, Guide - The appenl you make
to your renders o make and prepare
their gardens s corbainly highly com
mendable. and H carried out would de
much to make our town and country
gardens and dutricts attractive and home
Bhe. A house withowt & garden, or »
man without some love of Bowers and
shrule and BSowering lrees, are Lwe ol
the most soulless objerts 1o be met with
in this pastorsl country. Very oon
siderably more oan be achicved n the
upbuild of & young town and it immediate
surroundin by » closer olwervation ol
the beauwtiful than by the stale processes
of so called boosting & town, which every
body reads with shy suspicion There
are sl the present Lime scores of towns
and districts lavishly advertised as the
very best districts in which 1o looate,
but do they keep clean and sliractive
houses to welcome their guests i they
should make it their choiee? The e
perimental farms have done handscomel
m trying to bring about this most desiralle
consummation by the distribution of
Bterature, seeds and r.hnh. and, best
of all. the most reliable adviee and n
structions. The result being that many
flowering shrubs and plants may now be
seen throughout the countey including
lilacs, gunnalian maples, holly hocka stocks
caraganas, columbine, larkspur and pop
ples, which please the eye and provoke
sdmirstion. One of the Brest things the
pew comer nolices on arrival to Canada
is the painful absence of well kept gardens
On the other hand, among the first things
poticed on a visit to the old land are the
asumber of beautiful well kept and pro
ductive gardens. Greatl encouragement
is given in the old ecountry by pving
prises for the most perfect specimen of
different flowers and vegetables. What
little hamiet has not s annual and
periodical fSower, fruit and vegetable
show, and ob! the ambition to carry
home to mother and the little ones that
ight copper kettle or fat turkey. The
milway companies, too, voffer every in-
ducement to the small rural stations by
offering prizes for (he most attractive
and prettiest -wnqhﬂ to the station
among the cherished ‘'memonies of the old
land across the sea are the raised banks
of neatly trimmed grass, with the names
of the stations outlined with daisies,
pansies, slyssum, and lobells, in subdued
and even swth. These are things
which are y neglected in this beautiful
Canada, which has far more advantages
and possibilities, with its vast  areas,
than the old country, with its eramped,
limited and dearer land. The vegetable
garden is not only commendable for its
usefulness and from its economic point
of view, but also gives the home a clean
appearance, for one of the first things
8 man does who loves his garden s to
make his place tidy by burning all super.
fluous rubbish and thereby also pro
viding quickly assimilated material for
the young planty and ensuring a good
erop for use in winter. Select the best
piece of land you have, land of the medium
texture is easiest worked and allows the
young plant roots to penctrate the soil
in search of nourishment Plow your
land fairly deep with the furrows dipping
with the lean of the land. This prevents
water lying after heavy rmins. Select
your site if sible leaning a little to
the north and protected on the west by
trees or shrubs. This prevents too quick
drying out of the soil and also protects
our crops from the winds. Avoid raised
or ridges, as this exposes too large
an area to the scorching sun and winds

Plander the winter of ot lonst one mont)
and add it o the summer. This can be
done by making & hot Sed, an old pran«
box s & handy thing for this purposs
and requires no shill, simply wheel 10
o 1% barrow loads of stable manure
fresh, and dump into your box, trample
well down. then cover with § or 5 inches
of good sil. When the mank heat has
passed away and the temperature re
duced 1o about 85" or W Fahrenheit
;J-M your seeds in small boses that can
be ennily carmied to your beds Keep
your hot bed well venttdated on Bae days
and close up st night In the garden
plant round smooth olly seeds, such 2
radish, eabbages, turnips, aboul one
mch deep, a8 these have a lendency U
wiggle down inte the snl when mking
which is the reverse wilh beels, parsnips
and carrots. These have a tendency to
rise on acoount of Lheir rough surfaces
and corners, and should be planted half
an inch deeper, and last, but equally
important, as your crop depends upon
i, declare continuous and relentiess war

sgninst weeds and insect pesis Theee
are the gardener's grestest and most
vigtlant foes A cdlose olwervation of

these few simple rules and your garden
will show s gratitude and you will have
cause for gratitude when you gather in
your harvest, day by day, of crisp sweet
lettuce, radishes, onions and cress, and
gladden the hearts of mother and the
httle ones, and stock your cellar for
winler use In selecting your seeds let
them be dean, bright and unform and
very plump Potatoes should e »
uniform, medium size, clean skinned and
free from worm holes and seab. shallow
eyes and perfectly white and round show
ing good stromg sprouts with the basis
of the shoots inclined to be purple has
indicales good constitution Cut into
pieces,each having two sprouts or not more
then three Setting aside when harvest-
ing the roots gives best '\wl.l for
succeeding cTops
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WHEAT RAISING

Editor, Guide I want to talk about
wheat-raming We have been often told
that there is nothing new under the sun,
but | hope to throw some new light on
an old sulgect. Please pardon me if
my preamble seems lengthy and irrele
vani

Several years ago | lived in a small
town in that part of Minnesota to which
Bishop Ireland took his colonists. One
of those colonists had left in the public
library-—us a sort of memorial of himself
his books. The man was Ignatius Don-
nely. I/ happened at the time to be
pondering over that theory of Darwin's
that the female always shows a preference
and protests vigorously against any
violation of her right, while the male
is always responsive, when a remark of
Donnely’s attracted my attention and
refused to be disassociated with this
theory of Darwin's. It 'was something
like this: that we can never fell where man
may have stepped_in, and, disarranged
the plans of nature. Taking my cue
from this | began to arrange all the facts
I knew, or could learn of nature, both
animal and vegetable, into a broad scheme
under two general classes, those which
were under the original plan of nature
and those which showed evidence of man’s
interference. The conclusions are some-
thing like this

Those animals which are under the
original plan, mate (pair) for life, the
female r{...-una her mate. The males
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pever Sght, sevther parest destroys the
y o ng They are pever subject o
Larasr o eprdomcs of any ind nor rﬂ.lo
such s Bew, Uieha ols and  wldom
songht thetr Toenl among the domestin
products of man, sand that the winged
animals and plants are subject o Lhe
same rules a0 Bear a0 Ay e That
those amimals which were not under this
plas of pairing purely for Be showed
evidence of man's having “butted W’
st some stage of their existance. There
were severs!l females to one male The
males fght and even kill each other, go
n hands or herde, kill their young ocens
wmnall destroy fomentic products, have
great fear of man, and show greal cunning
" cireumverting and avoiding Mm
Are subject to pests, epidemics and dis
caws That “winged animals and
plants wre snbject these same rules

T T T b
Lot wn leave this for & moment and
whk st B from asother point of view
Those men who make use of hyhridising
o oblain new varieties select the Bower
which they wish 1o use as the female
or mother-fower, and cut out thows
rans which contain the pollen or male
viement. and sy bstitute pollen from some
plant of their own choming. They
then cover the Bower so that the ynll-n
from no other Bower can get In because
they know, whether they have stopped
to put it in words or not, that the female
flower prefers 1o do her own choosing
of pollen, that she will take the pollen
the hybridizer has provided her with,
only berause she can get no other Now
we are not hybridizers, but we are all
trying to rmaise pure strains of graine
In other words we are restricting the
pollen the female must receive to kinds
d our own choosing, by surrounding her
with grain plants hke bhersell. She has
no chowce We are very careful to aveid
wed of another vanety knowing how read-
Iy they mix; yot this is just what nature
wanis w to do. What, mix our grains’
Yes mix them in the seed bins, in the
drill, the more the hetler, or smutl, rust,
Muestone, formaline, small yields, sickly
grains, the prey Lo every adverse weather
condition, whether wet, drought or frost
E W WILLIAMS

Marcelin, Sask

RE DIRECT LEGISLATION

Editor, Guide: 1 notice in your issue
d March 6, that Mr. Dizon in & mild
way firies to putl stalements nto my
mouth that | never said, as follows: That
sometimes the majority rule is alright,
and refers to action of Chauvin Union
m Direct Legislation. | would like to
point out to him that what | said was
that it was defeated by the Chauvin
delegates by a majority of those present
He tells now that when the excitement
created by the politicians has subsided
seventy-five per cent. of the people of
Canada would vote for Reciprocity
May God grant you are all right for
then there is hope yet for Canada. But,
sir, in admitting the above, you give to
the opponents of Direct Legislation a
strong point to use against it. How
will you guarantee to the people under
Direct Legislation that the majority will
not be swayed by prejudices, by the
nasty  politicians and spell-binders
The history of the world shows many
instances. where popular clamour has
driven nations to war and other crimes
President Taft and other great leaders
of thought have condemned Direct Leg-
islation. Take the vote of the people
of Manitoba on Reciprocity. A measure
that would undoubtedly benefit them
if anybody. . Thousands voted against
it. Wil youn give us some sane cause
for this? How will you guarantee in
the future when some good measure
is before them that they will vote any
more intelligently on it than they have
done in the past. Make up your mind,
dear friend, at next election to do your
duty at the primaries and see that good
men are sent to the various conventions
to select the best to represent us and we
won't need those fads. [ won't admit
for one that we cannot find in this part
of Canada hinest men to represent us
It is a terrible indictment for any locality
if they cannot produce an honest leader
If such is the case how can you trust
the locality as a whole. "Nuff said
The farmers may lack education but not
a fair amount of horse-sense

AUSTIN DRONEY.
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RESTRICTING COMPETITION

Editor, Guide —What are the western
jobbers trying to do to the farmers and
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others! lnstend of Urying o e how
small lots and how varied they can gt
b ot car rate, they now bave
spplication before the Radway Commie
won o make the amounts larger and ol
of the same commodity before they can
get car rate on shipments, as for instance
we geed 1o be able to get 1at, fad Nd
Mh and Mtk class goods all into & oar of
groceries and sow they are lrying o
make it all canned goods, or all corenls
or all woodenware, or all biscuits, before
H owill take oar mtes. Consequently
the western dealers are compelled to deal
with the local jobbers without competition
from outsders whatever Then f they
the retailers) pay more. the consumers
must otill pay more as the retaders’ profit
W put on his cont, st on the worth of
the artidle. This is & very serious ques
tion st present for the west if they only
thought so. It is the same 1o the western
merchants as the defest of Recrproeity
was to the western farmers
ALEX. B HUDSON

Manager of The Peoples’ Supply Co Store

lLumeden A Farmers Store

GOVERNMENT SEED OATS

Editor, Guide 1 wonder if many of
your readers have had a similar experience
to mine with seed oats supplied by the
government. The oats supplied to me
besides being & very poor sample, in fact
only feed onts, are full of wild oats, buck-
wheat, ete., and totally unfit to sow. |
regret now | did not open & bag at the
station and refuse to accept them. If
one sowed such seed as likely as not &
weed inspector would come along And
order the crop plowed under. | call it
simply disgraceful, as with the facilities
at their disposal nothing but the very
best should have been supplied, especially
st the price charged. | suppose its just
a case of graflt and somebody has got »
rake off. | am sending you a sample
I shall be glad f you would take the
matler up In your paper

E. CHAS F. MURRELL
Mannville, Alta

Note —The sample enclosed was ceor
tainly not ft for seed Ed

FREE TRADE FARMING

Editor, Guide:—Mr. A. Coleman says
“Free Trade has crushed the farmer
in England™ Is he sure? Most of
my old country friends are farmers and
I have yet to hear of any such fate coming
to any one of them. When last | was
among them they gave no evidence of
being crushed, not even pinched. All
of them so far as | know continue to live
in commodious, well furnished houses
and to wear good, well made dothes,
and to enjoy many things that are un
dreamt of in this land of promise. |
chance to have a relative on the same
farm that my great grandfather occupied
a hundred years ago in the blissful days
of protection. My protected grand-
father, poor old chap, made a living
that my unprotected relative would
turn his nose up at. Yet thisrelative,
cursed as he is with Free Trade, pays
more rent and more wages per head than
the old man blessed with protection
And he manages to live a life of comfort,
even of luxury, and to send his children
to college, whereas his fortunate ancestor
lived the life of a drudge and turned his
children into the fields. Another relative
died six years 0, leaving a fortune
of 50,000 dollars all made out of free trade
farming. Still another relative there
who spent seven years in this golden
west and who, notwithstanding an offer
of free land to him as a South African
veteran, chose to try free trade farming
at which he is doing well. Beyond this
I could give numerous cases where men
now only in their prime are doing well
in free trade farming, and who started
without a cent of capital. If Mr. Cole-
man would prefer more scientific proof
as to the state of farming in England
I simply refer him to the price of farm
lands now current. Where land of
moderate quality and farthest from
populous centres brings 150 dollars an
acre it cannot be said that farming is
crushed. If all other English laws that
touch the farmer had been so beneficial
to him as the Free Trade enactment he
would have been the happiest man in
the Empire. As it is I know few who are
as happy as the English Farmer, and,
sir, | know the English Farmer.

TWB
Manitoba
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