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other purpose than to
find markets for our manufacturers. Another
big tariff tax 1s in the form of the subsidies
that we pay to steamship companies to carry
our manufactured goods to the people of oth
r countries. Evervthing is handed over to our
: foreign consumers,
while the whole bill is laid before the [-"‘l{r]'
of Canada to be paid. And yet this is build
ing up ‘‘a well rounded Dominion,”’ and if
we do not agree with it we are disloyal and
Judging by our laws the farmer
is a sort of noxious weed, to be discouraged
as much as possible
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Some farmers have expressed the idea that
it is not worth while for the farmers to
organize because they never get anything
they go after. This is a dangerously plaus-
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SOUTH AFRICAN FARMERS AND THE
TARIFF

\ 4 diispat from Cape Town states
18 { nmer and Industries Commis
sion appointed son months ago by the Goy
r nt i Soutl Ariea has presented a
report 1in w n hea imnereases n t pro
t M arer mended. South Afriea.
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ntaining 1 sittings of the
{ T, ' Industries Commission show
how r, that the South Afriean Manufa
turers’ association s much bolder in its de

ands than the Canadian Manufacturers
issociaton As A result of the 'l‘H.r!HtI! 1!1.

the Canadian farmers for lower duties and
or reciprocal free trade with Great

ind the United States
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presented to the Goy
rnment at Mtawa by S0 farmers from
very part of the Dominion in December
1910, and reaffirmed since by the organized
farmers at all their conventions, the Cana
dian Manufacturers’ association is now on
the defensive, and instead of asking for a
higher tariff, s devoting all its energies to
the effort to maintain the duties at their
present level There is a considerable sec
tion of the people of Sovth Afriea which
15 in favor of low tariffs, but unfortunately
many of the farmers are supporting the
manufacturers in their demands for more
protection, under the belief that a higher
duty on wheat will be a benefit to them-
sclves. If the South African farmers knew
as much about the result of high tariff pro-
tection as the farmers of Canada do. their
influence would be on the side of Free Trade
At present South Africa is a wheat import
img country, and the consequence is that
South African farmers are receiving the
world’s price for their grain plus transpor-
tation charges, and the duty, which is now
one shilling (24 cents) per 100 pounds under
the British Preferential tariff and one shil
ling and two pence (28 cents) under the
general tariff. The farmers of the coastal
distriets of Cape Colony are now receiving
$£1.06 to £1.08 per bushel for their wheat,
while the
nearer to the mining distriets, which are the
large consumers of wheat, are receiving con
siderably more The wheat production of
South Africa has inereased much faster than
the consumption during recent years, how
ever, and statisties indicate that within a
few years there will be a surplus production
When this oceurs the [Hml'i()” will be re
versed, and instead of securing the world’s
price plus transportation and duty, the South
African farmer will have to take the world’s
‘.riru- less transportation charges An
import duty for the present inereases the
price of wheat to the South African farmer,
but it is clear that it will cease to be of any
advantage whatever as soon as South Africa
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% & duty of twelve conta & bushel on whent
ntering Canada, but this does not affect the

r owheat in this country. which at the
present time ranges from 56 to 9 conts a
bus! at Fort William, with a deduction of
6 eonts 1o I8 conts & bushel for the cost of

transportation from interior points to the
ake front. In order to gain a temporary
Advaniage the South Afriean farmers are
onsenting to an inerease in the protection
given to manufacturers, which, in the light
of Canadian experience, is astonishing. The
to take only a few in
or an increase of duty on general
sanitary earthenware,
from 156 per cent. to 40 per cent

on school furniture and fittings from 3 per
ent. to 25 per cent.; on carts, wagons and
other vehicles from 26 per cent. to 35 per
cent. or O pounds ($25.00) per wheel; on
ready-made clothing from 15 per cent. to
i 1.3 per cent., on agricultural implements
from 3 per cent. to 156 per cent.; on printed

matter from 25 per cent. to 100 per cent. ; on
o

nanulacturers ask
stances, |
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our from 54 cents to 96 cents per 100
pounds, and on leather goods from 15 per
cent. to 20 per cent., In addition the manu
facturers ask for an export duty on hides
and other articles which are at present ex
ported from South Afriea We eannot bhe.
lieve that if the farmers of South Africa
realized the burdens which these duties will
impose upon them, that they would for one
moment consider that they were in the slight
est degree compensated for by the doubling
of the duty on wheat which they ask for, and
which is evidently only a bait held out to
them by the manufacturers in order to secure
their support. If the farmers will obtain a
higher price for their wheat by reason of
the duty, it must be plain that the manufae
turers will also be able to charge them higher
prices for their goods from the same cause,
and whereas the farmers will obtain the bene-
fit for a few years only, while South Africa
continues to import wheat, the toll which the
manufacturers will extort will go on as long
a8 the duties remain. Another surprising
feature of the situation is that the South
African farmers appear to believe that their
interests and those of the millers are identi
eal. Our own experience proves this is not
the case. Farmers are consumers of flour,
and though flour should be cheaper in Can-
ada than in any other country in the world,
it is actually dearer here in Western Canada,
where it is produced, than it is in England,
where much of the surplus is sold. The farm-
ers of Canada sell their wheat at export
prices, but the millers, being comparatively
few in number and thus able to combine to
fix prices, base the selling price of flour in
Canada not on their own cost of produetion,
but on the price of flour in the United States,
with the Canadian import duty added. If
the South African farmers assist the manu-
facturers to secure higher tariffs they will
simply be delivering themselves up to the
exploitations of the trusts and combines,
which always grow up under the protection
of a tariff wall. What the farmers of South
Africa want, what the farmers of Cinada
want, and what all producers want is a lower

cost of produection, cheaper implements,
cheaper building material, a lower cost
of living—which can be secured under

free trade conditions—and cheaper transpor-
tation for their produce. The Government of
South Africa owns prdetically all the rail-
ways in that country, and it would be far
better for the South African farmers to make
an effort to secure a reduction of freight
rates than to play into the hands of the manu-
facturers by asking for higher duties. We
would like to see a deputation of South Afri-



