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THE OQOUIET HOUR

HE WHOM THOU LOVEST

beloved friend

vs Him¥to be near of kin to us,
though so far above us in heroic se f-
torgetful endurance His pain - was
intensified by taunts and unspeakable
imsults, instead of being soothed by
the mmmstrations and sympathy of

friends; and vet He reached out in
watchful kindness to the disloval dis

ciple, to the weeping women

to1gnorant
entant 1 er, to His
loved disciple and holv mother. not for

getting to commend H

]
soldiers, and rej
1

1 departing
opirit at last into His Father’s waiting
Hand Not one word of pain, after
the victory in Gethsemane, exc ept one
ppeal 1 man’s sympath which

ywed that He was not stoiciallv and

cold] ndependent, and one crv to His
Fatl i { lack cloud hid His
Face f nent
H that lerful elfishne
€ k¢ 1 1T H wshamed
it r 1impatient roamng and
1 of our it of consideration
1 Ir way ol magmf I our
] ind thinking of no one but
elve I'hose hi lair { ¢
friends of Christ must prove their clain
! . ‘ S

VILLAINY AND NERVES

Many overrought villains of the past,
it they were alive now, would be sub
jected to a rest-cure, which. though 1t
ould not turn them into good men,
might make their vilainy less irrational
ind dangerous. The worst tvrants of
he Middle Ages and the Renaissance,
he worst Roman Emperors, seem to us

ncomprehensible monsters of iniquity,
men who did evil for the love of it We
should understand them better if we
considered how likely their wav of liv

mg was to disorder their nerve No
loubt Nero, even if he had been brought
1p 10 the most modern way, taught
from a « to take an interest in nature

and to eat only the most wholesome
things, would never have been a very
usetul o1 pleasant person But he
might have been a harmless faddist or
- annocent it undistinguished minor
poet ‘

As 1t was, he was the monster of the
world, with no one to prevent him from
eating and drinking what he chose o1
from taking whatever other unwhole
some pleasures he was inclined to. No
doubt he exceeded in everything, and
uffered from extreme irritability in con
sequence.  Unfortuneately, he could
indulge his irmitability without restraint
If, when he felt cross of a morning, he

ordered a Senator to die, the Senator

lid die, and he heard no more of it
Moreover, there was alwavs fear to work

upon a tyrant’ nerves: and some
emperors became tyrants because of
that fear Domitian was a martyr to
it, though a good man of business I f
he were a stock-broker of to-day no

doubt he would worrvy himself incess

the markets,

h

1 evie ne would 1 ftor m
ervousnse \ he was a Roman
mperor, we think of him as a sinister
villain who killed men for the pleasure

Wi ften hear talk of that termble

taedium vitae from which Roman noble
ffered We should call it nerves now
ur doctors would prescribe a strict

liet and a course of golf or gardenn
for it But the Roman noble did not
know how to treat it He made a feast

ind crowned
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