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METHODIST UNION.

The following communication* to the 
Christian Guardian are copied from 
that paper in accordance with the re
quest of the St. John Preachers Meet
ing

THOCOHT» ON THE BASIS.

Some time ago I wrote to one of our 
ministers who lias taken a place in the 
front rank, by pen and speech, tor Uni
on according to present Basis, and, 
among other questions, F asked this,
“ Did you understand, when you voted 
for the men who formed our part of trie 
united committee, that what they decid
ed on was to he final and not subject to 
revision?” Not one word of answer 
came to the question.

In conversing with my brethren, I do 
not find any who think thar'Che double 
Presidency will work well, but on the 
contrary, the friction which must arise 
from two ruling one body will necessi
tate a change. When the question is 
asked, Why accept that which must be 
changed? the only answer we get is, 
that this is the only bridge over which 
our M. E. friends will pass into Union. 
This is the thing I most strongly pro
test against. The Basis has in it the

think it, an 1 if so we might arrive at a I smiled a feeble imitation of one of 
Basis of Union that had in it an ele Brother Mac’s laughs, and he chucaled
ment of peace and continuity, and 
over which we should not have 
continuous contention. I presume 
that no sane man thinks that this double 
headed Presidency can live, and we all 
ought to know what is to be before »' 

and not leave it till after Union.unite,
Petek Avvisox.

BIBLE CHRISTIANVOTE BY PRIMITIVE AND
CHURCHES.

After all that has been said by mani
festoes—-ffieial, semi-official, and un
official—touching the unanimity ofviews 
throughout the Churches on the Basis, 
it is refreshing to obtain something di 
finite of the views of the membership 'f 
at least two of the Churches on the 
Basis. We have heard ad nauseam of 
- Union in the Air,” the “ unanimity 
everywhere expressed for l nion &.C , 
“the intense hunger for L mon, and 
then assuming,with charming innocence, 
that the Basis and Union are one, drop 
the word Uuion and supply Basis, or 
use both interchangeably—the one as a 
synonyme of the other ! That kind of 
writing and speaking has had its da\ • 
Very largely it may have accomplished 
its end; but the sober second thought of
hundreds can discriminate between the 

elements of bitter discord,and I do not question of Union, per se,and the Basis 
think that it will be less felt because Upon which the Union is proposed.

! The Primitive Methodist Church andwe are called one, and all the property 
is bound over to one Church, and those 
who cannot agree must either go out 
empty handed, or stay in the Union and 
feel they have been sold. When this 
reconstruction comes, as I think come 
it must in the near future should we 
have Union on the present Basis, what 
form will it take? One of two things 
will have to be : either the President of 
the General Conference must give up 
his place in the Annual Conference, or 
we must give up our President of the 
Annual Conference. Now, suppose the 
matter should be decided that the Pres
ident of the General Conference shall 
preside over all committees of the Gen
eral Conference and all other work that 
might belong to it, but in the Annual 
Conference he shall be an ordinary 
man, going in and out like any other 
brother, how would our M. E. friends 
feel when they could not point to one 
big man in our united Methodism, to 
whom they had been wont to look as the 
medium through which the “perpetua
tion of the ministry and the purity of 
the sacraments” were to be maintained?
Do you thick that men holding such 
views will stand by and see this great 
man brought in many respects to the 
level of ordinary men without feeling 
deeply, and without making free use of 
speech. I fancy I hear them saying, 
Why did not you let us know this be
fore the Union, when we at least had a 
chance to weigh, the matter and choose 
or reject as we pleased, hut you have 
drawn us in and got hold of our property, 
and now we cannot help ourselves. Or 
suppose that tiling to he true of which 
we hear so much, that there has come a 
great change over the Methodist Church 
of Canada during the last eight years, 
and that there is now a large following 
who desire the concentration of power 
in one man. Let this strong following 
of our M. E. friends unite and they 
might carry their point with great ease, 
and we should have to stand by and see 
the office of our Annual Presidency de
molished, and in its place this won
drous man, possessing some mysterious 
connection with Deity not common to 
other men, not indeed possible to other 
men, by whose mystic touch “ the per- 
petutation of the ministry and the purity 
of the sacraments” are forever to be 
preserved.

Do you believe that the large body of 
men in our Church, not drilled in this 
class of thought, arc going to stand by 
ami see this good brother enthroned, 
wi bout feeling and speaking strongly ? 
Some one may ask, Do you blame our 
M. E. friends ? Not at all. I think 
the point where they missed it was in 
not demanding the continuance of the 
Bishop’s office, and especially the ordi
nation., service ; for while many things 
not^to the well-being of humanity are 
conveyed by touch, it is natural for the 
human mind to imagine that good might 
be communicated in tue same way; but 
to think that such power is to be im
parted to a General Superintendent 
simply by the vote of men in General 
Conference assembled, is not even to 
leave a shred tor imagination to take hold 
of. A word about the responsibility of 
the hour. To some it may almost ap
pear wicked to write or say one word 
against the Basis of Union. It appears 
to me that the responsibility is on the 
other side, to vote for the Basis where 

- there is no chance for peace, as Union 
must bring conflict. Peace and the 
present separation will honor God a ; 
great deal more, and do the Church a 
great deal more good, than heart-burn
ing with uniformity.

One thing may help us. Let us com- 
p ire the progress of one Church with 
the other, and observe well the fruits of 
each system of government, and we may 
be led to think that this one man power 
is not as great a blessing nor quite as 
needful as some men have been wont to

the Bible Christian Church, through 
their membership, have spoken. And 
where is the intense and widespread 
desire for Union, according to the Basis 
submitted, that we have heard so much 
of ? Let the following figures answer.

1. The Primitive Methodist Church, 
according to the published Minutes, has 
a membership of 8,223. Of this number 
3,843, or less than half by 204, voted at 
all on the question. The Bible Chris
tian, according to their published 
Minutes, lias a membership of 7,531. 
Of these, 3,403 voted : less than halt 
by 363.

2. Taking the 3,403 of the Bible 
Christians who felt sufficient interest in ! 
question to vote at all, 2.417 voted yea, j

| and 1)80 voted nay—giving net even a 
three-fourths majority of the small 

j number that voted at all.
The Primitives, 3,848 of whom, out 

j of a membership of 8,223, voted on the 
Basis, reached the following result, viz. : 
3,161 yeas, 687 nays—just a fraction 
over a three-fourths majority—and not 

j half of the members voting at all.
3. The combined membership of 

these two Churches aggregate 15,754. 
The number voting reached 7.251, less 
than half by 626 voters. And yet we 
have heard so much about the intense 
and all-pervading desire for Union ac
cording to the Basis ! Out of the joint 
membership, viz. 15,754, casting 7,251 
votes, 5,578 voted yea, and 1,673 voted 
nay. Deducting the 1,673 nays from 
the 5,578 yeas, you have the preponder
ance of 3,905 voters for the Basis, out 
of a membership of 15,754—less than 
one-fourth of the joint membership ! 
And these Churches confessedly the 
gainers by a Union !

Pro-Union, Anti-Basis.

liHO THEII MACKlllK S SOT 10NS.

I was looking through the photograph 
album, and, surprised bv the familiar 
features of one of our young preachers,
said :

“ Heyo, Brother Mac, what is this 
picture doing here?”

The old man dropped his foot from 
its resting-place on the “ cheer-board," 
shored it into its brogan deliberately, 
grunted an impaVcnt “ huh,” pulled 
out the foot, emptied the shoe of half-a 
gill of shelled oats, re-adjusted it, put 
on his spectacles, craned his neck over 
in my direction, and replied:

•* What picter?”
“ This,” said I, indicating the object 

in question ; “ isn't it Brother Pinkey?”
Brother Mac reached for the album, 

held it “ quartering ” to the light, and 
looked at the picture until the comical 
expression with which lie had begun 
the investigation broke into an audible 
smile that the boys must have heard out 
at the ham.

“ Yes, sir, you’re right; that's him. 
Hadn't thought of 'im in a year that I 
know of. He used to be on our circuit 
—'bout the time Boh was a baby, 1 
blceve. Do you know him?”

“ O yes ; I've nu t him at Conference ; 
roomed with him once.”

“ Is he married yet?”
“No, not that I've heard of. I reckon 

not.”
“ Where is lie now ?"
“On High Hope Circuit, Swampvilie 

District, I hi Ih ve,” i
The old gentleman tied his shoe care

fully, and remarked :
"■'I’m sorry for them folks, if he’s as 

b g a gump as lie wag when he was in 
this part of the c untry.”

“ Why," said I, in surprise, “can’t 
he preach?”

“ O yes, tollai.lt—preaches middlin' 
well for his chances; but lie did’nt have 
sens enough to tarty a goose to water 
half th : time he was with us. Had 
marryir,' on the brain, sir—had it bad

until his spectacles fell off
“ Banged anything I ever witkçsscd,” 

lie continued : “ regular what-ybu-call-
’iin—ladies’ man, you know. Wore a 
white choker, and u^ed a heap of hair 
ile. Mighty starchy cha,—alius a pull
in’ at his pore little moustache, specially 
when the feminine gender, singular 
number, was around. They till me he 
made love in one »*ay an’ another, to 
mighty nigh every good-lookin’ gal on 
the circuit, and sot up to a lew of ’em 
that waant—out vf respect to their 
daddies’ taxante property, as it were. 
Like to a gut into trouble a time or two.
O. i elder hauled ’lin over the coals 
p jwerlul, but it didn’t seem to phase 

i ’mi any more than water on a duck’s
back. Instid of studyin’ his books, an’I ,
visitin' his members, an talkin’ religion,

! it was n .thin’ but Miss This an’ That an’ ,
| T’uiber from Dan to Berslieby. Every- ,
! body got to noticin’ it, an’ talkin’ about

it, and wonderin’ why lie didn’t marry.
i My notion was that he didn’t have pluck
; enough to make up what little mind he :
| had on that subject. The last gall he i
j seed alius seemed to get away with ’im. j

Put me mind of fullers I've seen before
I now bangin’ ’round a store—alius gullin’

ready to buy some’n as soon as they
could collect what was owin’ to ’em.
’Bout the time one gal ud think lie was
goin’ to pop the question, she’d iiear of
’im carry in’ on with another un at t’other
tiend of the circuit. Fact is, one circuit
wa’n’t big enough tor a man of his talent,
so lie used to swap appointments with
neighborin’ circuits, an’ come back
ravin’ about somebody’s gal lie seed
while he was gone. My notion was that
rulinin’ out of some'n to preach had a
right smart to do with his sermon
swappin’. Every time a likely gal got
married he took the blues, an’ talked
powerful about what a fine preacher’s

j wile slic’d a made—just like a preacher's
wife ought to he better than otner folks’ |
wives. My daughter Nancy and Jim ;

j was ir.gaged the whole time he was on
j this work, an' it looked like he was
| all the time afeerd they'd git married— I
j which they did when they got ready ;
! without askin' his permission. ’Pvared i
j like lie paid more attention to her than \

Jim did. Bein’ the preacher, she treat-
I ed 'im civil, of course, and he got the
! i ly she was in love with 'im. The
i green-Mf-n, he might a knowed lie was

toolin' away his ti ne. He had his picter
struck, an’gave her one, an’ that's how

sin bruised hearts. Over earth’s melan 
choly map it inaugurates a welcome 
dawn, which shall brighten yet more 
and more, until the loveliness of a sum
mer's day shall mantle this sad and sin
ful world of ours. For that day the 
weary and sin-laden centuries are ever 
looking with unfailing expectancy and 
brightest hope.

Beneath the outer-parable or figure 
of those Holy writings, the touching 
story or plainer word, we find God s an
swer to the world’s deep cry ; the best 
and richest out-pourings of the Eternal 
heart are here; and tor a famishing race 
bread enough and to spare. Eighteen 
hundred years have come and gone 
since the last words in this marvellous 
book were penned, and yet how vital 
and world-arousing are its teachings in 
this later and progressive age ! Not in 
the rear hut away in the front of all 
books does this volume hold on its way ; 
and its leadership in all that is ennobling, 
manly and consolatory will he main
tained to the very last hour ot time. 
Nor is this an idle dream nor empty 
guess. Its triumphant march across 
the storm-swept periods of nearly two 
inilleniums, and the rich harvests of 
far reaching and beneficent results al
ready gathered, are sufficient apology 
for the existence, place and power 
which this book holds in the world of 
to-day. And such achievements, won 
in spite of all the fierce maledictions of 
wicked men, and of all the dolorous 
and malignant forces with which it has 
ever had to battle and contend !

But who can tell the influences, ideas, 
and streams of holy, upward tendencies 
its teachings have started and main
tained in the great arena where men 
live and labor, think and grieve, and 
suffer and die ? Who can describe the 
intensity and magnitude of that living 
human gaze, which has fastened itself 
upon the revelations of this book during
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; the long periods of the past ? A gaze,
I representing in its splendid aggregation 

nearly all races of men, and producing 
•the profoundest feeling, the loftiest 
thought and most heroic and beautiful 
lives of which the world has ever seen 
or read. Thank God, that the human 
look and attention upon these trium
phant records were never so wide, so 
full, and deep as at present. Over three 
hundred different tribes and peoples are 
reading their soul-stirring truths, and 
with a celestial imperialism those 
truths will press their way through the 
thronging multitudes of men, until the 
earth is filled with their enlightening 
power and the darkness of ignorance,

it happens to be in the album, she left '
it when she moved off; said wlien she 1

„„„ , ij« r.. t* . * superstition and sin is swept away for-wanted one she could timi it in most any ! 1 r J
house in the county where there was an 
attractive gal. lie beat the Jews, sir, 
on advertisin' himself—wuss than a 
circus agent.

“ Noxv, I don't want to do him any ! 
injustice. Outside of his crazy courtin’ j 
propensities, 1 never lieerd any harm of ! 
im. Eight clever sort of à fuller, in | 
fact -smart in some things—and would 
a made a considerable preacher if he'd 
•tuck to his callin’ ; hut he’ll not amount 
to much, unless lie's mightily changed 
since I knowed 'im. A double-minded 
man is had enough, hut when it comes 
to one lookin' seven ways lor somebody 
to set up to, lie’s a perfect catastrophe to 
any circuit. Some people thought that 
brother was too hard to please, but my 
notion is he thought too much of 'im- 
self to think much in particular of any
body else.”

“ I'm surprised that you didn't talk to 
him, Brother Mac.”

“ I'm surprised that you hav n't got 
sense enough to know that I did talk to 
him—and that with the hark on. Of 
course I did. And now, just between 
us, young man—sub rosy, as Brother 
Hyines would say — from what I've 
lieerd of late of your maneuverin' my 
notion is I'll have to 'tend to you pretty 
soon."—Nashville Advocate,
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ever.
Is it not a consolatory and undeniable 

fact, that across the ever-changing skies 
of man's mortal pilgrimage, this im
mortal book lias flung one grand arch of 
holiest inspiration and of undying hope ? 
At the helm of the universe it places 
not a blind and iron necessity, or a soul
less pitiless fate of chance, but an Al
mighty and merciful God, who rulcth 
all things well. Into the presence of 
ten thousand of sorest calamities, and 
human desolations of saddest kind, it lias 
brought a light and promise, without 
which there must have been the dark
ness of a starless night and a great de
spair.

That volume, therefore, which has 
poured its influence and teachings into 
the life-blood of sixty generations of 
men, in all the multitudinous conditions 
of their earthly lot, and has always pro
duced health and noblest life, cannot 
be dismissed at the bidding of a few, or 
dislodged from the deep place it bolds in 
the intellect and most cherished and 
lasting affections of the purest of the 
race.
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No man is more nobly born than an
other, unless he is born with better 
abilities and a more amiable disposition.

“ They amuse the-nselves sadly,” is 
the shrewil French comment on the 
Anglo-Saxon race.

Two drinks a day, remarks an ex
change, will supply a family witli flour. 
This, of course, refers to the saloon 
keeper's family.

An aristocrat, whose family had ra
ther run dowr,boasting to a prosperous 
tradesman of ni» ancestors, the latter 
said, “you are proud of your descent.
1 am on the opposite tack, and feel 
proud of my ascent.”

An old citizen in a country village 
being asked for a subscription towards 
repairing the fence of the graveyard, de
clined, saying ; “I subscribed toward 
improvin’ that buryin’-ground nigh onto 
forty year ago, and my family hain't 
had no benefit from it yet !”

List Christtnas-e/e Mrs. J------went
up stairs to see if the children had 
hung up their stockings for Santa Claus, 
and found that little Fred had pinned 
his up in a prominent place, with a lit
tle slip of paper attached, containing 
Ibis suggestive sentence : “ The Lord 
lovetli a cheerful giver.” 

lation which man’s wrong has wrought I ,
. ... „ | “ Doctors make fewer mistakes than

there spreads the radiant light-of Ilea- ,;iwyerV re<p(,ndt.d the physician.
ven’s redeeming theme. This message ; “ That’s not so,” said the counselor; 
crowns the book. This gilds and floods 1 “ cut doctors’ mistakes are buried six 
the 
which

w. II.

Nor is this procession which mores ; 
before us on the canvas of inspired his- ! 
tory, all made up of beings of a human 
kind; personalities of celestial charac
ter, of unearthly build , are here seen 
and something of their mission among 
the crowded ranks of man is here madt- 
known. Through these Bib! -pages 
we can feci the pulse heats of earth's ; 
older ages, and of worlds and beings in- ; 
visible- to mortal men. In that touch \ 
there is inspiration of the noblest kind, I 
and warning too. This “ dim spot which 1 
men call earth” has been a vast Water
loo, where forces of hellish and of di- j 
vines! kind have met in deadliest con- | 
flict, ami where the largest victories 1 
have been lost and won. The battle 
rages stiii, but the final triumph will be 
God's. The sad, sad story oi man’s fall 
and loss, his misery, sin and woe is for- ' 
ever told : hut over all the piteous deso-
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