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XL WM. WALLACE.

Died, et Shubenacadie, on Wednesday, Aug. 
6th, Mr. William Wallace, aged 63 years. Mr. 
W. was a native of Ireland, and emigrated in 
early lift to this Province. Some years ago, 
while redding in Great Village, he became 
enlightened, under the ministry of the Bar. J. R. 
Karraway, as to the necessity of entering on a 
religions course, and would then, had circum
stances favoured hie inclination, have joined our 
Church t but, in consequence of his removal 
about that time to a farm on the Shubenacadie 
liver, he was prevented from carrying out his 
views. Being unfavourably situated in his 
new home in reference to the means of grace, 
he lost his religious impressions to a greet 
extent t and, to his subsequent sincere regret, al
lowed lie mind to become too much absorbed in 
his temporal avocations. About two years ago 
his health became so impaired as to incapacitate 
him for labour, and compel him to retire from 
the active pursuits of life. Under these circum
stances his spiritual concern became reawaken
ed, and he was led to call upon God in his afflic
tion, and not in vain did 1m seek him. About 
six months ago he obtained a sense of the di
vine mercy,—felt peace with God through Christ, 
—became resigned to his will, and was enabled 
calmly sad comfortably to wait for the coming of 
the Lord. As hie end drew nigh, he expressed 
himself as feeling safe in Christ, whose atoning 
merits alone constituted the basis of his confi
dence and hope, and dosed his earthly career in 
peace. Glory be to God ! T. 8.
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A Contrast
Upwards of fifty years ago, Sydney Smith sat 

down to review the cause* of (he increase of 
Methodism. His wit flashed in vivid gleams 
over the pages of Magatinee, Pamphlets and 
Sermons, which had emanated, according to his 
statement, from three classes of fanatics ; Calvin- 
istio and Arminien champions of the new sys
tem, and the evangelical clergymen of the Ang
lican Church- Words of the keenest sarcasn 
and scorn flew to his aid, and ranged themselves 
in the most attractive style against every form of 
sanctimonious heresy and fanatical piueelytism 
The literary epicure bad here a 
quet, prepared by no ordinary skill, and served 
up in high places. Gloomy cases of asefeurMin 
were placed beside narratives of imaginary Pro
vidences, to prove that Methodism eschewed de
light and derived ite strength from ignorance. 
Causes explained were followed by cure suggest
ed. The world wee warned of rapidly approach
ing immorality universal, as » natural 
queues of the unavoidable reaction to follow, un
less indeed ths panacea suggested by this prince
ly reviewer should be acted upon to the letter. 
The tribes of men may well laugh now as they 
read his fears and warnings ; he would have 
laughed himaalf had he possessed half as much 
prescience as wit We stand appalled at the al
most blasphemous utterance, that the vivifying 
power which was at that hour arousing the dor
mancy of the Establishment, was but the offspring 
of ambition and heresy i our horror however, 
gives place to contempt when this aurpliced dig
nitary gravely hopes, that something may per
haps be done, in the way of ridicule, towards 
turning the popular opinion so rapidly verging 
toward God and Methodism. The Reviewer’s 
crowning prescription, is—the education of the 
poor, and his supreme expression of astonish
ment, that the Established Church of England 
was not awake to this means of arresting the 
pestilent heresy. His prescription has been tried, 
vigorously and continuously, by the Church and 
her eldest beta ; and the latter stands this day 
quite the equal of her venerable compeer fo gen 
■n'i» intelligence—her superior in numbers and 
territory. Gratefolly, without boasting, we say 
it, these predictions of half a century ago, might 
have been reversed, without exhibiting any 
greater antagonism to consistency and truth than 
when the facile pen of the Reverend Sydney re
corded them.

We stand now upon a promontory which over
looks the surface of these fifty anxious years. 
The tempest’s violence and the placid calm have 
succeeded each other time and again. The shore 
around is strewed with shipwreck ; but the great 
Methodietic armada has not diminished in speed, 
entrgy or numbers, to » greater degree, at leaat, 
than the other floating squadrons. Traces of its 
suffering appear among the general mass, it 
true ; here and there a shivered wreck floats un
governed upon the stream of error, or lies strand
ed upon the dark, frowning rocks of temptation 
but in these respects our regrets and sorrows are 
not more generally demanded than in ordinary 
cases, while the result of our mission to the na 
lions has been, not the dreaded immorality of 
Sydney Smith, but tbe prosperity and joy of 
Isaiah's predictions.-

Yet the giant Reviewer did discover one secret 
of our success. He noticed tbe untiring indus
try ot the Methodietic converts in strewing holy 
literature broadcast over the earth ; carrying the 
true spirit of propagandise! into the navy, the 
army, the Legislature, the commercial circle aud 
the world ; reproving sin, whether met in the 
ho.eia of degradation or upon the threshold of 
the Cathedral ;—in abort, imitating Christ amid 
fhr ■-.Jen of ecclesiastical wits and the sophis
te ies of ingenious infidels. All this he saw—and

.ored ! His conceptions of the cause and hit 
uiea.ria of the result, were alike false. Men 
lived then in the spirit of duty, not because their 
constitutions were morbid, but because their souls 
were vigorous and healthful. Men so live still. 
Vitality, fire it infused into the soul of the man 
and the heart of the church ; action, prompt and 
powerful, is the natural consequence. But «!■■■ 
energy we must have to retain our usefulness, 
it i« well to have the favor of critics and the 
•miles of the press ; but let them be fairly pur
chased by genuine merit end uncompromising 
adherence to duty and principle.

We thus contrast tbe decisions of the learned 
of half a century ago with the aentimeuts of kin
dred apirita of the present day. So far as Me
thodism is concerned, no blush mantles the brow 
of its votary by the comparison ; and we may 
e-lel1 decide that the caresses of our friends are

filai now a» the moat scathing inflictions of 
/•uciniea could possibly prove in days gone bye. 
there may be a larger degree of wisdom neces
sary to guide the ship while passing onward with 
the current, than when breasting nobly the fierce 
wares of tide and tempest. But the Heed of the

The Pulpit at the D»y.

tea is wonderful, and the distance immense. 
Nothing la more easy than to snarl and sneer. 
Not very difflcult, either, is it to fault-find, whe
ther soberly and earnestly, or ostentatiously and 
grandiosely, with genuine sincerity, or malicious 
candour. But to construct something positively 
excellent is as fflflsrent a matter as is the differ
ence between planning and erecting an elegant 
temple, and besting it down, carved work sod 
ell, with axes and hammers. In the present day 
we hear much of what are called “ pulpit plati
tudes ; " but not a little might also be said about 
those of another kind which are hurled
against the pulpit by divers parties.

It is true that the wearer of a shoe need not 
be a shoemaker in order to be a sufficient judge 
of a comfortable fit. A hearer may be a com
petent critic, without any talent for preaching. 
And to be disgusted by a miserably bad sermon, 
or to be pleased and instructed by a brilliant and 
excellent one, is within tbe range of every ordi
nary capacity and experience. But, notwith
standing a good deal lately alleged to the con
trary from many opposite quarters, we incline to 
think it probable that as well brilliant excellence, 
as disgusting incompetence, an now and always 
the exceptions, and an not the average or rule 
in this matter. Or if this be liable to be con
troverted, we should then be inclined to ask, at 
what period of history wen matters very differ
ent or very much better ? It will not do to 

t a few names of giants—of Primitive, or 
Reformation, or Puritan, or Methodist, or other 
conspicuous periods—whose reputations have 
come down to us, while their tens of thousands 
of unknown and unheard of respective contem
poraries an ignored. We knew an old clergy
man of the last generation (and one not very 
fastidious, either, on this subject) who declared 
that, in his younger days, you might ride from 
the Land’s End to London without hearing one 
sermon that could be listened to. We know, 
also, how Bishop Horsley spoke openly in hie 
charges of clergy ot his place and time, as 
“ Apes of Epictetus,’’ and ns “ infidels in 
quernde.” Without question things have gene
rally improved since then.

How easy it is to proscribe and to theorise, 
both negatively and positively. A sermon ought 
to be neither too short nor too long. It ought 
not to be exclusively doctrinal nor exclusively 
hortatory. It ought to address the intellect as 
well as the affections ; and the affections as well 
as the intellect. It ought not to be flat, tame, 
doll, and prosaic ; nor flighty, figurative, meta
physical, rhetorical, rhapsodical. It shoultl. nei
ther compose men to sleep, nor inflict pain, nor 
excite too intensely. It ought not quite to ignore 
the iptuhma verba of the Holy Scriptures, nor 
to be interlarded and crammed with superabun
dant texts. It should not soar above the capa
city of the most illiterate and vulgar hearer, nor 
be' too humble for the taste of the most educated 
and refined. In fact, it should exquisitely hit 
the nail on the bead ; and that neither too softly 
nor with superfluous energy. It should be just 
tbe thing ! Addressed also to a mixed congre
gation of baptised and still reprobate sinners, 
and of truly pious spiritual Christians, it should 
avoid giving offence or wearisomeness to the 
natural man, and yet not leave tbe hungry sheep 
unfed. The fastidious critic, seeking an intel
lectual stimulus, and the soul of tbe simple, seek
ing instruction in wisdom and righteousness, 
should both go away saying it was “ good to be 
here." To effectuate this as a preacher, you 
must, moreover, be a gentleman, yet, somehow, 
avoid letting it quite out that you are so. Be
ware both of Scylla and Charybdis. Eschew 
equally tbe college class-room and the conven
ticle, while you, nevertheless, blend an imper
ceptibly perceptible somewhat of both in your 
harmonious style of thought and delivery. Be 
natural and be spiritual No bookworm, yet 
full of learning and literature. No worldling, 
yet thoroughly acquainted with the world. 
Touching pitch, but not defiled. Living in hea
ven, but not abstracted from earth—and so forth.

How many bushels of the not scarce and some
what rubbishy wiadem, of which the foregoing 
slight sketch is a fair specimen, and not a cari
cature, would produce a preacher after the heart 
of the cynical critics of the Timet newspaper or 
the Saturday Review, it a question that may be 
left to the followers of the angelical schoolmen, 
if any there be, to investigate. But besides 
those not very sanctimonious oracles, the Quar
terly Review, the Bishop of Oxford, and many 
other grave authorities, do keep now ringing the 
changes upon tbe deficiency of pulpit power, 
and the general declension of clerical stature in 
our day. The first inquiry which sugge sts itself 
is, what is the feet ? Are the allegation actually 
well founded and trustworthy ? Supposing, in 
a rough way, that there are some twenty thou
sand preachers in ordinary to be supplied, what 
is the probable average of fitness to be season
ably looked for ? What is the minimum of 
proficiency to be tolerated ? Then again, if the 
actual average be too low—if even the intolera
ble but necessarily to be tolerated minimum be 
steadily sinking to s lower thd lower standard, 
like that of recruits in an exhausting and demo
ralising warfare (as some bishops seem to say), 
what are the causes ? and what the remedies 
needed ? How is the better supply to he bad ?

Men will answer these questions according to 
the standpoint from which they view the subject 
We. know of not any panacea or patent process 
to the purpose. Many causes are probsdily ope
rating, and many remedies might easily be sug
gested.. The principal thing that strikes us is, 
that if the things alleged be true, the Head of 
•the Church muet have been offended. If the Lord 
build not tbe house, they labour but in vain that 
ouild it When He giveth quietness, who then 
can make trouble ? and when He hideth His 
face, who then can behold Him, whether against 
a nation, or against » man only ? From the 
beginning, we know on the very best authority, 
that the harvest is great and the labourers few ; 
and that prayer to the Lord of the harvest to 
thrust forth labourera into it is the suggested 
remedy. But sweeping and indiscriminate 
“ complaints ” and “ lamentations" on the sub
ject are probably as ill grounded, as the ordinary 
critical prescriptions for manufacturing the raw 
article into effective preachers are likely to prove 
ineffectual.

The pulpit, somebody bee said, is the proper 
•eat of good sense, and of the good sente of 
good men. If the preachers who mount tbe 
pulpit stairs be not good men, full of the Holy 
Ghoet, it is of little importance what else they 
be, and of little use to admonish them. If 
they be such men, some inequalities end ble
mishes may wall be tolerated | they will do 
their proper and appointed work, probably 
with their Master’s approbation, though certain
ly not to their own satisfaction. The grace of 
God, sound good sense, convene with the Scrip- 
turn, sobriety, gravity, wncerity, quiet perform
ance of duty, may not make a mini-t— into a 
popular idol i but they will make Mm happy, 
ueefol, and efficient in hie generation. How to 
prevent man of a

nabaa, aad Cbryeoetom, and Luther, and Lati- 
r, and Baxter, and Banyan, and Whitefield, 

and Wesley, md all tbe other worthies of whom 
wo bear so much when erne set themselves to 
descant on this topic, were not manufactured 
into preachers by the rules and lines of criticism 
and rhetoric ; nor do we think it likely that any 
others of the stamp ever will. Swift, Cowper, 
Sydney Smith, and other wits of all agea, have 
also found fuel for their raillery in the Pedants,

1 Prigs, and Smugs, and Dryasdusts, who 
are likely to supply similar material in all time 
to coma. _

Meanwhile “ the preaching of the Croce ” is 
now, as ever, the power of God to soma, and 
foolishness and an offence to others. If instead 
of this we have dialectics ; or if a con
crete phantom called “ the Church * (meaning 
bishops and paraphernalia) be substituted for 
Christ ; and if sacraments supplant the Holy 
Ghoet ; if, in a word, the salt have lost its savour 
there is nothing wherewith it can be salted. 
How much of the modern disrelish for sermons 
springs from dislike of Evangelical truth in per
verted minds, inclined to false religion ; how 
much from the natural man’s ordinary an tag o- 

m to the humiliating principle» of Christ’s 
pure Gospel ; how much from the positive sub
stitution of formality and false philosophy for 
that Gospel ; how much from the impotency of 
some preachers, and the extravagance of others, 
it may be impossible to surmise. But it it equal
ly certain that preaching is the grand and dis
tinctive ordinance of our Lord for establishing 
and extending His kingdom upon earth, and 
that this ordinance is now the object of a curious, 
if not formidable, variety of assaults. Never-
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The pulpit, in the sober use 
Of its ligitimate, peculiar powers.
Must stand acknowledged, while the world shall stand. 
The most important and effectual guard,
Support, and ornament of Virtue's cause.
There standi the messenger of truth—there stands 
The legate of the side* ! His theme Divine,
His office sacred, his credentials clear.
By him thegiolated law speaks out
Its thunders ; and by him, in strains as sweet
As angels use, the Gospel whispers peace.
He 'stablishes the strong, restores the weak. 
Reclaims the wanderer, binds the broken heart,
And armed himself, in panoply complete,
Of heavenly temper, furnishes with arms.
Bright as his own, sad trains by every rule 
Of holy discipline to glorious war,
The sacramental host of God's elect !
Aax all at'CH teachers ?—

Would to Heave* all wane.

Church who acknowledged Methodism in her 
d*s of trial aa Hia own work, still ahowe, by the the Church at God, is epeehle 
iWer of the Spirit attending her operations, that " - — -
sbe bat an important mission yet to fulfil.

have baffled rulers and 
age. It ia bowvvet i that Paul, and Bar-

The Ministry of the Rev. Robert 
Newton, D. D.

When men preach the Gospel they ought to 
do so as well as they can. The subject is of 
importance to tbe glory of its Author, and to tbe 
welfare of man, so transcending every other, that 
it challenges the beet effort of the finest minds 
that were ever created to set forth its wisdom, 
holiness and mercy. And we frankly declare 
our belief, that the Divine Author of the Gospel 
bat taken care that those whom He calls to 
preach it, besides having a foretaste of its saving 
grace, should possess minds, both for strength 
and sympathy, naturally superior to those of 
their fellow men,—polished shafts in the quiver, 
earthen vessels though they be, yet for capacity 
and fine quality, fitter than any others to contain 
the heavenly “ treasure." Whether every one 
whom the heavenly artificer has moulded and 
attempered for this office, actually takes it ; or, 
whether, supposing him to have entered upon 
the awftil work of the ministry, be so purifies 
himself by prayer and self-denial, that he may 
become “ a vessel of honour fit for the Master’s 
use,” or not, may, perhaps, be matter of ques
tion. Certainly we find true Minister* of tbe 
Gospel, men of strong sense and of large hearts. 
These sterling qualities—good sense and good 
feeling—shone in Robert Newton. At the early 
age of nineteen he was called into “ the work of 
God,” as a Preacher on Trial ; but the gravity of 
his manners and appearance, and the power aad 
charm of his ministrations, not only excused his 
youthfulness, but obtained at once the cordial 
admiration of all classes of his congregations. 
At that time there were no “ boy-preachers ;” 
these have sprung up of late. At a very early 
stage of Newton’s ministry, two Yorkshire 
clothiers went to hear him for the first time at 
Huddersfield. As they came down the gallery, 
stairs, the one was heard to ask the other “ Now 
lad is he a barrel, or a fountain P " “ Nay lad,” 
reeponed hfe friend, “ he’s .no barrel i I think 
he’s a fountain. The man was right; is the 
Preacher’s welling-out evangelical truth—clear, 
fresh, and abundant—for fifty years afterwards, 
fully proved.

“ Christ ; ” “ Christ and Him crucified," was 
the great theme of Newton’s preaching. There 
he found everything: God reconciled to the 
world ; forgiveness, peace, consolation, hope for 
men in this life, and in the world to come 
There was a geniality, too, in his sermons, not 
often felt in other men’s. Happy himself,— 
knowing Christ had died for all,—overflowing 
with good health by constant travel spared the 
pain of interior views of society,—he was accus
tomed to give those representations of the Gos
pel which serve to win people by their beauty, 
and glory, and kindliness : undoubtedly, whilst 
many where bis converts, ell his hearers were 
moved with devout delight. As years brought 
forth experience, his sermons became still more 
enriched by their pratical character : he appeared 
ready to sacrifice graces of rhetoric in the forum 
of usefulness ; be taught what must be done by 
us, as well as what may be believed and enjoyed. 
We have heard him in a few of his most popular 
sermons, in which undoubted truthswere treated 
with tbe utmost interest of novelty ; delivered 
with dramatic effect, and sent home to one with 
a power never to be forgotten : instances these, 
when be quoted the dignified verses of Milton or 
Young in the highest style of nature and art. 
Yet, enrapturing as were such effusions, tbe more 
quiet, practical, and discriminating Gospel of hie 
later years rests upon us with most effect. For 
such a Minister, in labours so abundant, of a life 
so blameless, of a spirit so catholic, and of elo
quence so sanctified, the Methodist connexion 
will long cherish an affectionate admiration : fa
thers will tell their children in time to come of 
Robert Newton. But let no mac ape him : let 
no man try to be a Robert Newton. The God 
of nature is so wealthy in ingenuity, and so 
copious in resources, that in all this earth, “ each 
herb and flower” is different from every other. 
Were it otherwise, how poor would all appear ! 
Vast deserts are wearisome enough; but then, 
earth itself would be a desert. Now the God of 
nature ia the God of grace, and He provides 
with equal skill and power Ministers, and many 
other helps, for Hi* people, but never a dupli
cate of any one. There was but one Paul, one 
Cephas, one Apollo* of old ; and amongst the 
Méthodiste let there be but one Adam Clarke, 
one Bichard Watson, one Robert Newton, one 
label Bunting.

Tha vocal organ ia most men has two tones,— 
the singing tone and the speaking. The differ
ence between the two tones in the individ
ual is so decided, that we have but a feint 'de* 
at what may be tha quality of a man’s voice in 
singing, whom we have heard only speak. If 
wa did not as* th* person, wo might affirm that 
the singer end the ^aakw ware not one, but 
twain. THeis iwgmfr iHuia. In a few other 
•He, th* vooal organ gives bat ana vote through- 

r register. In owe pmooit may be 
I in anether, baritone; in a third,

ior ; and in another, alto. But, hear them 
whenever wo may, ringing or speaking, aloud or 
softly, it is ever the same pure, natural unitone. 
This is perfection. Tbe rarest, most admirable, 
moat manly of all these is the first, the contra

lto. It is double the depth of baritone, and 
imparts dignity to song, and majesty to speech. 
Dr. Newton’s voice was of this character. From 
the moment that it broke, in youth, it was con
tra-basso ; although it deepened and strengthen
ed with years. Perhaps it eras excelled by that 
of no other man. It was extensive in register, 
rich, flexible, and of vast power. Unconsciously, 
he often talked in tones as deep as the lower 
notes of the viotioeello, or of the bassoon. In 
the pulpit, his voice was in perfection. Forth it 
poured in a mighty base melody. It awoke all 
the music of one’» aouL We forgot all time 
People had not to lean forward and listen : the 
word was nigh them ; tbe voice was among them, 
and surrounded them ; everyone felt it : like the 
sound of the Pentecostal wind, “ it filled all the 
house where they were sitting.” But Dr. New
ton bad a correct ear, besides. Other Preachers 
may be found with as good voices : but where is 
the ear ? Hie parents affirmed that “ Robert 
could sing, before he could say.” Without his 
well-tuned ear, his splendid voice had been a 
splendid monotony. But that outer organ 
taught him to play skillfully on his instru
ment Whether his theme were argument
ative, didactic, sympathetic, or declamatory, hia 
voice obeyed his ear, and his ear good taste. 
With all its volume, hia audience were never 
overborne with voice : hi» tones, so firm, did yet 
so wave and undulate, that whilst the ear of hia 
congregation was filled and kept full, it was most 
delightfully regaled with their endless variations. 
And “ because the Preacher was wise, he sought 
to find out acceptable words.” His diction was 
his mother-tongue. He did not Latinize. Hia 
pronunciation was in keeping with hi» noble voice, 
foil ; and, as in all men who love good tone, in
clining even to broad. Such a weight of voice 
employed incessantly in every extreme of heat 
and cold, in large congregation» and in small, 
must have worn him down long since, aa it has 
done many other men, had he not been discreet. 
But aa the very beat performers prefer the mid
dle of their respective instruments, so Dr. New
ton did likewise : suppressing, where others begin 
to about, and always keeping within hia strength, 
he retained hia incomparable organ unshaken 
and unhurt to the UtL—MieetUancy,.

evade the defence at Ms country. Before the 
war negroes had no rights which any white man 
was bound to respect ; (the atrocious deliverance 
of the Chief Justice of the United States, in 
wnicb the nation seemed to acquiesce.) Now 
their good quilities are set forth and their aid 
sought by a large and rapidly increasing party.

Before the war it was loudly proclaimed, that 
if the slaves were not held down with an iron 
hand they would burn, plunder, and ravish their 
masters’ property and families. Now, it is seen 
clearly, that with every opportunity to rice upon 
their master's families, they prefer to wait for 
deliverance from the hand of God. They seem 
to have that message of Scripture given to them 
“ Ye shall not need In this battle ; * * 1
stand ye still, and see tu. salvation of the Lord.'

Before the war, it was thought that if the 
slaves were set free, they would become lazy va
gabonds, and overrun the Northern States. 
Now it is seen that they greatly prefer to remain 
where they are—all their desire being to work 
for wages, instead of the lash, and to be able to 
call their families their own,—a desire which 
does not appear unreasonable.

Before the war, the debased character of tbe 
African race was generally admitted, even by 
their friends, who accounted for it by the bru
talizing effects of slavery. Now it ia admitted 
on all hands, even by their enemies, that that 
race has conducted itself with uniform and un
exceptional propriety ; and the testimonies of 
Northern armies which have marched, through 
Slave States is, that the loyalty, piety and intel
ligence of those regions is chiefly to be found 
among the slaves.

The Negro Question in the States.
The deeply-seated northern prejudice against 

the coloured race has shewn itself unmistake- 
ably on several occasion» recently, and especial
ly in tbe late outrages upon the coloured labour
ing class, exhibiting a hatred toward that down
trodden people which the better sort of Southern 
slave-owners have never shown. Political party 
aima have probably been at the bottom of these 
outrages, thereby aeeking to make interest with 
the foreign population of the Union which might 
be employed to advantage in the coming elec
tions. The N. Y. Christian Intelligencer shows 
up the wickedness of this pioceeding :—

In all this we have an allusion, which no one 
can mistake, to that vile negrophobia, negro con
tempt, or, in other words, that contempt for a 
portion of our humanity, which is now becoming 
eo rife among us. We say it is a worse thing 
than slavery, for it breathes a more infernal 
spirit, while it has none of its palliations, none 
of its pleas, none of ite logical perplexities. It 
is not only tin per et, but a very vulgar sin ; it 
ia the malignity of mean and vulgar spirit», with
out a moral or prudential reason of any kind to 
hide its naked deformity. Tbe utterly depraved 
moral sense which would isiae a political cla
mor because some poor negro, in his extreme 
penury and helpless ignorance, would “ work for 
ten cents a day,” how inexpressibly vile it ia ! 
“ This country was made for white people,” 
says the heartless demagogue, appealing to the 
lowest feeling that ever held sway in the human 
breast,—“ this country is made for white peo
ple, and he, if he is allowed to live and toil 
among us, will lower the rate of wages.” Who 
that has a soul can help feeling that this is im
measurably meaner, immeasurably guiltier than 
the Southern servitude ? Grossly aa that de
bases man, it does not debate him to so low a 
pitch as this, ft was but a short time since we 
read in one of dite leading political newspapers 
a grave article on this high branch of political 
economy. “ White men” were called upon to 
awake to the coming danger. So threatening 
was the peril, that a newspaper, enitled the Cau
casian, must be got up expressly to oppose it 
The prompting spirit in all this was something 
lower than the amtoal antipathy which ia ever 
found among the most animal of our whites. A 
prejudice may be stupid and sinfol, but, if unaf
fected, it ia entitled to some consideration. A 
Christian man may have it but, of course, he 
will make every effort, and ask the aid of grace 
toYject it from hia breast. But in the case to 
which we refer, there was not even this poor 
plea. It was pure political calculation. The 
man who wrote this “ ten-cents" article waa not 
eo nice in his sensibilities. He had once stood 
beside the negro on the Buffalo platform.

How utterly offensive must this be to the 
Great Being above, who made us " all of one 
blood, to dwell on all the face of the earth !” 
To the Christian feeling there ia nothing so sad, 
nothing so discouraging, nothing so fearful in all 
this odious rebellion. We might better hear of 
defeats to our armies, than read such paragraphs 
in our newspapers. The Bible everywhere 
teethes us how God hates pride, and the con
tempt of man for man. It ia the insufferable sin. 
All the grave writings of antiquity express the 
thought ; the solemn Greek trsgedy everywhere 
abounds with it as though it were the echo to 
some primeval relation made to our fallen race, 
warning them that, though God bear long with 
other sins, they must be very careful about this. 
Such a spirit seems to challenge the Almighty to 
take the side of our adversaries, as really less 
guilty in this respect, less man-despising, less 
Heaven-defying than ourselves. We may well 
tremble for our Northern cause if this feeling is go
ing to prevail, or even pass unrebuked among us.

out ite <

How wonderful in working is the counsel of 
tbe Most High. The recent movements in the 
American States, unintentionally on tbe part of 
the great leaders in the struggle, are working in 
favor of the coloured man. Tbe Montreal Wit
ness thus notes the altered position of tbe slaves 
since the breaking out of the war :

Before the war, the colored race were exposed 
to hardships and privations, while their masters 
lived luxuriantly on their toil Now tbe- colored 
race stays at home in peace and comfort, with 
few or no task-masters over them, while their 
master» an exposed to every kind of fatigue and 
danger in the field.

The destruction of life in this war, reckoning 
deaths by diaeaee and battle in the armies of the 
South and North, cannot be leas, by this time, 
than half a million of man—all white, Had tbe 
colored race suffered in the same proportion, it 
would have lost 100,000 men ; but who believes 
that it has lost tan thoumnd or even one thou
sand f \ ÎU. .

Before this war it was negroes who fled from 
the States into Canada; Now, it is white men! 
Tfcm ia not a single colored man seeking to

A Short Sermon.
BY PETES PLAINTALXER.

We copy the following sketch from one of 
our exchanges, believing that although but few 
would like to hear such a discourse from the 
rfdpit, yet none will object to its being lead 
in the domicile. It will probably be as appro
priate to our meridian as to the locality where it 
was prepared. Of course we do not assume 
that our readers need such a lecturing ; but, if 
any of them should have any doubts upon the 
questions here suggested, it might be as well for 
them to examine themselves, and then make the 
application :—

“ Beware ot dogs."—Philippisns iii. 2.
My friends, my text may seem strange to 

fastidious minds, but it ia good scripture never
theless, and full of instruction. It may be taken 
literally or figuratively. Doga are mostly mean 
animals, naturally disposed to snapping and 
biting, and withal dangerous ; and, if you have 
not a personal acquaintance with the particular 
canine that comes in your way, it will be pru
dent to watch him.

But the dogs alluded to in the text are of a 
two-legged kind. It ia evident, from the con
text, that Paul referred here to a class of men 
who, like true dogs, sought the injury of the 
Philippian», and hence he called them " evil 
workers.” These were probably those who urg
ed upon the church tbe ceremonies of the Jews, 
and tried to pervert the gospel which they had 
received.

And now, my friends, let me say that the 
Philippian» were not the only people who have 
been troubled with dogs. If I am not greatly 
mistaken, there are dogs in existence yet, of 
whom we do well to “ beware." Allow me, for 
your instruction, to point out a few of these 
mean dogs :

1. There is the selfish dog.
These are plenty in every community, and 

they show their selfishness in many ways. These 
dogs, whether m church or state, must always 
have their own way. They must superintend every 
thing, and do everything, and nobody else must 
dare venture a suggestion or interfere with their 
plans. The moment any one approaches them 
to interfere with them, like a dog munching at a 
bone in a fence corner, who snarls and grits hie 
teeth at any less fortunate animal who comes 
near him, these begin to fret and scold, and use 
every possible influence to drive them away. 
The selfish dog cares not who suffers so he has 
plenty, who fails so be succeeds, who is displeas
ed so he is gratified. In a word, the selfish dog 
is a very mean dog, of which I advise you to be
ware.

2. There ia the cross dog.
This dog is naturally inclined to be quarrel

some. You may speak to him ever so kindly, 
and you will get a growl for your pay. He 
seems to be in a constitutional bad humor with 
everybody in general and everything in particu
lar. He can keep a whole neighborhood in an 
uproar. If he is in the church, be will quarrel 
with the preacher, fall out with the leader, abuse 
the members, and compel hia own expulsion for 
hia very crossness. This dog ia very mean in 
the family and society at large. Tbe women 
hate him, the children dread him, the neighbors 
avoid him. Tbe cross dog is a detestable brute.

3. There is the lszy dog.
This dog conceives that the object designed

in his creation was that he might eat, sleep, and 
do nothing. In the winter you will find him 
wasting by the fire, in the spring stretching hi» 
fat carcass in the warm sunshine, and in mid
summer skulking behind the bushes to enjoy the 
benefit of tbe shade. The pigs may annoy you, 
but you cannot buy him to drive them away. 
Ask him to do anything, and if he moves at all 
it will be in the opposite direction. The lazy 
dog is of no use anywhere. He ia a burden to 
society, a disgrace to the church, and an incubus 
to himself.

4. Another mean dog is the whining dog.
This dog mokes day and night hideous with

his howls. He acts as if nothing was right. He 
makes everybody feel as if they were afflicted 
with ten tertian agues, and the universe itself 
waa going to pieede At home, abroad, every
where, he whines. He whines upon all subjects 
and occasions. The nation ia going to ruin, the 
church is on the road to destruction, the whole 
world ia on the back track. A moat uncomfort
able dog ia thewhining dog.

6. And the barking dog ia no better.
This dog ia usually a whiffet He makes much 

more noise than hia character or size justifies. 
His whole soul ia in hia tongue. He barks about 
everything. The moat trivial circumstance awake* 
him equally with the most important He barks 
as heartily on suspicion as when he sees the 
game before him. He keeps everybody awake, 
and does no possible good to himself or others.

My friends, we might enumerate several other 
classes of mean dogs ; such as the aly dog, who 
bites first and barks next ; the dirty dog, who ia 
mentally, or physically, or both, tbe repository of 
all unclean ness ; the proud dog, who disdains all 
other quadrepeda, and the mad dog, whose no
tions are crazy, and who may give you, if he 
bites you, the moral hydrophobia. But we have 
enough to elucidate our subject, and will close 
with a word of application.

1. Take care and be not dog* yourselves. 
Cure yourselves of all doggish habits, that you 
may be decent and respectable.

2. Don’t amooiat* with dog*.'* Be«»—»>■— it 
haa been mid, -■ He that lies down with dogs, 
will rim up with fleas.”

3. Keep your doge at home, *d doe* let them
moy people at meeting. Notirny is meaner

than at church than the annoyance of dog*. .

__ l-

Our people in Iowa are now very much stirred 
up about the " dog lew" enac led by the late 
legislature of the state, taxing all dogs, and out
lawing all uncollared and unregistered members 
of the canine race. The law, I have been expend
ing, is more ancient, of higher authority, and of 
far greater consequence. I exhort you, therefore, 
to keep it, and “ beware of dogs.”

Gospel Ridge, July 29, 1862.

Notes and Gleanings.
A QUESTION OF CONSCIENCE.

Is it right to discharge a pastor at the dose of 
the year without meeting his full claim 1

It is another form of putting either of these 
questions ; viz, I* it right to violate a Christian 
covenant I Is it right to refuse the laborer hia 
hire ? Is it right to fall short of our engage
ments ? Is it right to withhold temporal things 
from those who minister nnto us in spiritual 
things ?

This mode of stating tbe question is not savory 
to him who considers his pastor a pauper, to 
whom he may or may not give as he wes fit ; for 
whom if he has a quarter after paying his barber 
and butcher, hia blacksmith and hatter, hia car
penter and grocer, after paying for tea and cof
fee, tobacco, and other indulgences, all well Nor 
to the man who clamors about honesty, and says 
he despises a mean man, but is willing (not to 
say anxious) to repudiate the minister’s claim, 
upon grounds on which he would never think of 
disallowing any other claim, or of permitting 
any other man to disallow hia ; or to him who 
baa just collected a bill from his pastor for corn 
or wood, and haa refused to pay hia subscription 
to the stewards.

There are some who say, “ The minister haa 
not been faithfoi, and haa no claim.” We sub
mit that it is too lato to make that plea. If it be 
ao, complaint should have been earlier made and 
discipline instituted, but receive a man’s labor 
for a twelve-month, and then come up at the 
heel» of the year with the charge of unfaithful
ness, as a ground for refusing to pay a debt, ia a 
very mean thing. A man never imposes on others 
by such chargea. They see that it is not love 
for spiritual spotleaaneaa, but a determination to 
keep his money—that it is love of money, not 
purity.

But there are other cases. Some churches 
have a slovenly way of suffering accounts to run 
until the close of the year, meaning then to pay 
up. We must remind them that conference is 
rapidly approaching, the preacher has been com
pelled to contract debts by your policy, and he 
looks to you for means to pay. He can not pay 
the debts you compelled him to contract unless 
you pay him.
# It is also true that in tome charges the aire St
ages can only be paid by sacrifice on the part of 
a few. But, I at, May you not need that very 
sacrifice ? 2d, Is it not easier and better for you 
and your neighbors to divide tbe sacrifice than 
to lay it all upon your minister ? 3d, Is it right 
to withhold that balance from him after accept
ing his service ?

No wrong goes unpunished. It is true many 
do not esteem it wrong to hold back the support 
of those who ministessin the sanctuary, but they 
have no vindication—it is ain, it is dishonesty, 
and He who judges in righteousness will ao con
sider it.—North Western, by Dr. Eddy.

CAMP MEETINGS.

Dr. Haven of the Zion Herald, giving an ac
count of Martha’s Vineyard Camp Meeting, thus 
refer* to the influence of such gatherings :—

The order in as perfect aa in a Christian par
lor. The preaching ia as good aa ever, the pray
er» aa fervent, perhaps as large a portion join in 
them ; but the outsider* are no longer acoffera or 
or loud and sneering opposera, but indifferent 
hearer», who seem to have resolved that if they 
can not or will not be Christians themselves, 
they will at leaat treat Christian worship with a 
respectful and civilized courtesy. There are 
something like thirty or forty acres of small tenta, 
making a city like Vanity Fair, all but the 
vanity, some simple and primitive, some elegant 
and luxurious, occupied'by families or friends, 
all regulated by strict rules, the most of whose 
occupants attend more or lees to the religious 
services held in the central audience area, or in 
the large society tents. Thus it is a grand, 
cheap watering-place, where thousands, wearied 
with the cares and confinement of city life, avail 
themselves of the public accommodations, and 
rigid order, and respectable character of the 
camp meeting, to etyoy the simplicity and 
tion of a pure country life. This waa not con
templated by the originators ot the meeting. It 
ia purely accidental. It need not interfere with 
the spirituality and power of the meeting. It 
rather brings hundreds to hear the preaching of 
the Gospel, as plainly and forcibly presented by 
Methodist ministers, who would never otherwise 
hear it 'It thus introduces many a soul to th* 
knowledge of Christ. It should therefore be an 
occasion of rejoicing to the Church.

The Church should never retract from the 
world, but follow men to their gatherings, and 
seek them out—if they come voluntarily within 
its courts, rejoice in it, and fear not the multi
tude. If we would fish for men, we muet go 
where they are, or use such bait as will bring 
them to us.

HAD TO SAY IT.

The late eloquent and learned Dr. Rice excel
led in the fervor and unction of hia prayers. In 
hia congregation waa an aged negro, very pious 
and excitable, who would always ahout “Amen!" 
when any petition waa put up which touched hie 
feelings. This at length became quite annoying 
to Dr. Rice, especially aa Cesar’s hearty amena 
not unfreqnentiy filled tbe room. Finally, tbe 
Doctor told him that hia shouts disturbed the 
congregation, who were not accustomed to them ; 
and if he could restrain them it would be a great 
favor. The good negro was shocked to learn 
that be bad disturbed any one, and faithfully pro
mised silence in future. Bat it happened the 
very next Sunday that the Doctor waa ■■nn.ii.Hy 
earnest in hia supplication» to the Throne of 
Grace. In the gallery, as usual, eat Caesar, 
writhing sympathetically with the emotion which 
he could not repress and would not utter. More 
and more fervent waxed the prayer, deeper and 
deeper grew Cesar’s emotions, more and more 
violent hia struggle* to avoid giving vocal utter
ance to them. Nature at last could hold out no 
longer. “ Amen !” shouted Cesar. « Massa 
Rice, I had to say it or burst."

THE WOUNDED—HOW MANY ?

As I read over the namsy and " counted th. 
numbers my thoughts came back from bloody 
field anMadfering hospital. «'These are not 
all,” I said. “Alas, not all! The ball struck 
twice, thrice ; sometimes oftenar. There ia pain, 
there ia anguish, there is wounding even unto 
death, in many, many homes within a thousand 
miles of that gory place. Some are alone and 
neglected—dying on their battle field, with none 
to put even a cup of water to their tipe—eome 
are with loving friends who yet fail to «♦■— 
the flow of blood, or Hngt the shattered H—h 
—eoaae cover their wound*, hiding them from 
all eyas, and bear the pain in ehowe eolitode. 
Th* sum of all thia agony who shall ghrok I

Our wounded! If you weald And them all 
yon must look beyond th* borstals. They are 

•VW7.VM bwrted,aed in male attirtv-

There sat beside you, in the car, just no» 
a woman. You scarcely noticed her. She left 
at the corner below. There was not much life 
in her face ; her steps, as they rested on the 
pavement were alow. She has been wounded, 
and is dying. Did you notice Mrs. D 
Church last Sunday ? " Yes, and now I renjem- 
her that the was pale, and had an altered look " 
One of our wounded! Did you see a face at 
the window ? “In the marble-front house3 " 
Yea. ” It i* sad enough ; what inlooking eyes ! - 
Wounded! Ah, air, they are everywhere about 
us. Already from over a hundred battle-field» 
and skirmishing grounds have been such mis. 
aivea as pain and death. They have penetrated 
unguarded home» in every city, town and neigh
borhood of our once happy and peaceful country, 
wounding the beloved ones left there in hoped- 
for security. For auch there is balm only in Gi
lead—God ia their physician.—Harper's W<tkly

LAY TREACHERS.

The St. John Religious Intelligence) makes 
some very judicious observations upon the im. 
portance of encouraging lay agency in the 
Church. We commend the following tô t|,f 
consideration of our readers

Among the important and useful agencies in 
the Methodist Church for the promotion of it» 
interest» ia the numerous class of lay preachers 
who are found in almost every circuit. But little 
is said of these men generally ; they attend to 
their secular callings like other men through the 
week, but on the Sabbath they are found in 
some field of labor, superintending a Sabbath 
School, leading a class-meeting, or preaching 
the word of life to a destitute congregation.— 
Many of them may have little credit for promut- 
ing revivals, and few souls may profess com ic- 
tion directly under their labors : but a steady ini 
fluence is exerted through their 'fostrunn utaiiiy 
of incalculable advantage to the people, and 
which in an unseen manner paves the wav for 
religious revivals, and ingatherings of souls to 
the church. The importance of this agency is 
beginning to be realized by other denomina
tions. Even Episcopalians and Presbyterians in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, have liegun to 
employ this class of men with much profit, and 
some of the moat successful laborers in London 
and other cities in England are nnorJinneil 
preachers, Bible-readers, aud Colporteurs, who 
never aspire to the clerical profession. Among 
Baptists generally it is too frequently the case, 
that anything like a respectable ability to com
municate, or any degree of usefulness in the 
work of God, must be followed by ordination. 
Now we have no doubt but many a tfian would 
be useful and happy in his proper aph|re of la- 
bor, but by being put beyond that his usefulness 
is destroyed. We should like to see among 
our own churches a class ot men which we do 
not now have,—men who would be willing to 
take a proper stand for God, as leaders in pub
lic worship, and expounders of His word, with
out aspiring to the office of the ministry , or ex
pecting salaries for their labors. Of course it 
should not be expected that auch would devote 
their whole time to the work—but on Sabbaths, 
and such other occasions as might be afforded 
them to do good. Too much encouragement is 
given to eoaae men to preach, with a view to the 
office of the ministry ; too little to others, with 
a view to usefulness irrespective of everything 

le.
HOLINESS IS POWER.

Never was it more needful for tbe church, 
than at present, not only practically to set before 
the world the example of a holy life, but in iu 
doctrinal testimony to give to the Scripture view 
of perfect holiness that place which its impor
tance justly claims. The mysterious power by 
which the Christian church haa gained iu po
sition, and by which it has not only kept iu own 
but bid defiance to a boat of foes, ia a power da- 
rived from no other source than the Spirit of ho- 
linea. It would be vain to sigh for the return o, 
those days when the disciples had “ favour with 
all the people,” and “ fear came upon every soul.” 
if we were no longer permitted to understand 
the “ holy calling” of Christians, and to expect a 
deep and joyous response in believing hearts 
Neither social position, nor outward activity, 
nor strength of organization, can, of itself, give 
to the church a pledge of reel and lasting proa 
perity, or of ultimate success. Nor must the 
mere fact of an increase in the number of church 
members be regarded as a sign of increasing 
prosperity, if, as numbers increase, the desire 
after holiness becomes less generally felt, and the 
nature of true holiness less clearly apprehended, 
and Its* strikingly exemplified.

“ I’LL KEEP ’EM AWAKE.”

Near Newark, N. J., lived a very pious fami
ly, who had taken an orphan to raise, who waa 
rather underwitted, by the wey. He had im
bibed very strict view» on religious matters, 
however, and once naked hia adopted mother if 
the didn’t think it wrong for the old farmers to 
come to church and fall asleep, paying no tletter 
regard to the service. She replied ahe did. Ac
cordingly, before going to church next Sunday 
he filled hia pockets with apples. One bald- 
headed old man, who invariably went to sleep 
during the sermon, particularly attracted his at
tention. Seeing him »t last nodding and giving 
nasal evidence of being in “ the land of dreams," 
he hauled off and took the astonished sleeper 
with an apple square on top of his bald pate. 
The minister and aroused congregation at once 
turned around and indignantly gazed at the Iwy. 
who merely said to the preacher, as he took ano
ther apple in hia hand, with a sober, honest ex
pression of countenance : “ Y on preach, I'll keep 
’em awake.”

REVERENCE FOR OOD’b WORD.

A contributor to the Wesleyan Methodist 
Magasine, referring to the custom of employing 
the Scriptures in games and riddles to excite 
youthful curiosity, thus writes :

In our younger days we enjoyed the acquain 
tance of an exceedingly well-read and witty man. 
Hia power in conversation waa remarkable. He 
loved religion and religoua men ; and an inquirer 
could hardly find a more agreeable or more pro
fitable use of an hour, than to spend it in listen
ing to that man when he discussed freely a re
ligious subject with an able respondent. But he 
indulged in one vicious practice. As men who 
wish to condense thought into strength, and to 
brighten it into vividness, often find that the 
best means of doing so is to embody it in scrip
tural phrase ; so he of whom we speak often 
threw a wondrous force into hia pungent sayings 
by pointing them with sacred words. We visit
ed him when he was dying ; and though by much 
junior to him, were led, out of grateful remem
brance of the advantages we had derived from 
hia friendship, to apeak to him of hia prospects 
beyond the grave. They Were dark, sadly dark. 
Pained to the heart, we quoted the strong and 
plain worts of the God of all grace. The an 
■war waa terrible :—>• I know them all, I know 
them all : but I have spoiled the Bible to myself'” 
And who that knows his own heart is unaware 
that any practice, any association of ideas which 
tend to abate our deep, heartfelt reverence for 
the wort at God, by ao much impairs the power 
of the Scripture» ; or, rather, builds op in the 
soul • grave hairier against the efficacy of that 

i which Almighty God haa Himaalf design
ed for the conversion and sanctification of ou


