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FIVE MINUTE SERMON
THE HEV. F. P. HICKEX, O. 8. B.

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTEK 
PENTECOST

THE STATE OF GRACE

“The grace of God that la given to you in 
Christ Jesuit." (1 Cor. L 4.»

Grace ig the gift of God and the 
life of our soul. By it we partici­
pate in the divine nature. If we 
pregerve our aoula in the state of 
grace in life, we make certain of 
our everlasting reward and glory 
hereafter. Grace is given to us by 
God freely, lovingly, generously ; 
our solicitude and daily endeavour 
must be to preserve it in our souls. 
But how few of us value it as we 
should ! In the world how many do 
not believe in grace : reject it for a 
whim, a pleasure, an indulgence of 
their passions ! And yet it is the 
all-important thing for each of us 
to preserve our soul in the state of 
grace. Yet can we know for sure 
whether we are in the state of 
grace ?—for Scripture tells us that 
man knows not whether he te 
worthy of love or hatred—that is, 
whether he be in the favour and 
friendship of God, or whether sin 
has driven grace from his soul, and 
left it " poor and miserable and 
naked ” in the sight of his heavenly 
Father.

True, we cannot know for certain; 
but there are signs, which guarantee 
us a moral certainty, sufficient for a 
solid hope to be built on it, that we 
are friends with God, and have 
grace within our souls. " The 
grace of God that is given to you in 
Christ Jesus." Let us examine 
these signs, these tests, to help us 
to be solicitous and earnest in treas­
uring this heavenly gift.

The first is the testimony of our 
conscience. Conscience acknowl­
edges that we have sinned, but can 
also claim that we have done that 
which is required for sin to be for­
given ; that we need not fear that 
those sins of which we have repented 
can be our accusers at the Judg­
ment. " If we confess „ur sins. He 
is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
iniquity." (lJohni. 9.) This testi-

LIMBS AND BODY 
ALL SWOLLEN

“FruU-a-tives” Relieved Both 
Dropsy and Sick Kidneys

The Wonder of Fruit Medicine
Those who know they have Kidney 

Troulile— who suffer with pain in tlio 
back—who are up frequently at night 
—wiII welcome the newstImt "Fruit a- 
tives", the wonderful medicine made 
from fruit juices and tonics, will 
positively relieve Kidney and Bladder
Tr -M mu m mmTroubles—ns proven by this letter.

“Our little girl had Kidney Trouble 
andDropsy—her limbs and body were 
all swollen. Wo decided to try 
“ Fruit-a-tivee". In a short time, the 
swelling went down. Now, she is the 
healthiest one of the family".

WM. WARREN, 
Port Robinson, Ont.

GOe. a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 25c. 
At dealers or from Fruit-a-tives 
Limited, Ottawa, Out.

care for the preservation of grace 
within us. How this life seems to 
fade away and lose all fascination 
to attract us ; and how near the 
brightness of heaven seems, because 
of " the grace that is given to us in 
Christ Jesus."

OUR BLESSED LADY

TRIBUTE OF ST. BERNARD

There is perhaps no more beauti­
ful tribute to the name of Our 
Blessed Mother than the words of 
her devoted client, the great St. 
Bernard : "Whosoever thou art, 
seest thyself, amid the tides of this 
world, tossi d about by storms and 
tempests rather than walking on the 
land, turn not thine eyes away from 
the shining of this star if thou 
wouldst not be overwhelmed by the 
hurricane. If squalls of tempta­
tions arise, or thou tallest upon the 
rocks of tribulation look to the 

[ star, call upon Mary. If thou art 
i tossed by the waves of pride or 
ambition, detraction or envy, look 

the star, call upon Mary. If 
anger or ava ice or the desires of

mony of our conscience is one of the i £0
greatest tests of grace, because we an____ ___ _____ ____ _ _____ __________ _
are only judged according to our t^e flesh dash against the ship of

thy soul, turn thine eyes towards 
Mary. If, troubled by the enormity 
of thy crimes, ashamed of thy 
guilty conscience, terrified by the 
dread of judgment, thou beginnest 
to sink into the gulf of sadness 
or the abyss of despair, think of 
Mary.

“In dangers, in anguish, indoubt, 
think of Mary, call upon Mary, 
Let her be ever on thy lips, ever in 
thy heart ; and the better to obtain 
the help of her prayers imitate the 
example of her life. Following her, 
thou strayest not ; invoking fier, 
thou despairest not ; thinking of 
her, thou wanderest not ; upheld by 
her, thou fallest not ; shielded by 
her, thou fearest not ; guided by 
her, thou grnwest not weary ; 
favored by her thou reachest the 
goal. And thus dost thou experi­
ence in thyself how good is the 
saying, ‘And the Virgin's name was 
Mary.’ "

beggar at our gate, but In robes of 
unfading splendor. For we know 
them now to be pining in pitiful 
anguish and poverty, divested of the 
comfort, joy and brightness that 
had once been theirs in life. Tne 
love of God indeed still remains 
with them, but this is the greatest 
of all their torments that they now 
long for Him With untold yearnings, 
yet cannot reach Him unless our 
efforts hasten the day of their 
release. Thus can we exercise to­
wards these our brethren the social 
words of mercy. It is net because 
of our own strength that we achieve 
these marvels of charity, but by the 
mercy of God which applies accord­
ing to His Divine love and wisdom 
the offerings that we make for 
them.

To know in full the secrets of 
God’s prison-house is not given to 
us here, but we can well under­
stand how great beyond our com­
prehension tnose sufferings must be 
where the souls that departed in the 
Divine grace are still to be purified 
in the chastening justice of an infin­
itely pure and holy God, until 
every least stain of earthly vanity, 
every last remnant of the dross and 
stubble of life has been cleansed 
away. They “shall be saved, yet so 
as by fire." By the greatness of 
their agony and the greatness of 
God’s love for these souls we can 
estimate the greatness of that char­
ity that now comes to their relief 
and performs for them all those 
sweet offices of mercy we have just 
described. The' are the friends of 
God, His Saints in duress. Thrice 
blessed therefore are the merciful 
who show them mercy, for God will 
bestow in return the gifts of His 
mercy on them.—America.

LIFE’S SORROWS

conscience. We must “endeavour 
to have always a conscience without I 
offence towards God and towards I 
man.” (Acts xxiv. 16.)

The second sign or test that we 
are in the state of grace, given us 
both by St. Leo the Great and St. 
Augustine, is fraternal charity. 
Truly, if we have God within us by 
His grace, how can we not have a 
little of the love and charity of God 
towards our brethren the well- 
beloved children of the same 
Father ? St. John tells us, "If God 
hath so loved us. we also ought to 
love one another. ... If we 
love one another, God abideth in us, 
and His charity is perfected in us."
(1 John iv. 11, 17.) " We know that 
we have passed from death to life 
because we love the brethren" {ibid. 
iii. 14.) And what is the life of our 
soul but “ the grace of God, given 
tous in Christ Jesus?” Fraternal 
charity indeed is the great sign, the 
moral certitude of predestination, 
that the grace of God exists supreme 
3à our soul. “ As fire produces 
he*!t," says St. Bruno, " so grace 
produces charity.” Charity dif­
fuses itself to all and in all things, 
simply for the love of God. We see 
tiod in the poor, the suffering, the 
dying and the souls in purgatory, 
and it is to Him, through them, that 
we extend our sympathy, our kind­
ness, and our help. And if we are 
thus charitable for God’s sake is it 
not that we love Him, or, at least, 
are striving to love Him ? And to 
love God—is not that a sign, a test, 
a sure proof that we are already in 
the grace of God ?

Remember the example of that 
religious, an ordinary religious as 
far as man could judge, who, when 
dying, knew no terror or anguish 
His eyes were raised upwards so 
calmly, so hopefully, there was 
evidence of such peace of soul, that 
hia superior asked him, was there 
no cause of sorrow or fear from the 
past? It is very true, the dying 
many replied, I have been careless 
and tepid, yet in spite of past infi 
delities I die in peace, because 1 
have never judged my brethren, 
and I have the word of Jesus Christ, 
“Judge not, and thou shalt not be 
judged." My God, pardon me, as I 
have pardoned others ; bear me no 
ill-will, as I have born none to 
others ; foi get my sins and iff 
iquities, as I have forgotten any­
thing that others have done to me. 
Grant me measure for measure ; 
pity for pity ; kindness for kind­
ness. What a testimony does fra­
ternal charity thus bear to our 
souls, that we are in the state of 
'grace !

The last sign to be mentioned is 
this, and it grows out of the two 
precedings tests. If our conscience 
has not to reproach us with sin ; if 
the love of God is urging us to the 
practice of fraternal charity, a 
light, a heavenly light illuminates 
our souls, revealing to us the noth­
ingness, the paltriness, the vileness 
of this world and of all that it can 
offer us ; and revealing to us, on 
the other hand, the beauty of the 
life of grace, giving us a relish of 
the supernatural, our prayers, our 
Holy Communions, yea, even a love 
of patient suffering, and a longing 
desire for heaven. Thus the light 
of grace leads us safely along the 
humble path that leads to life 
eternal. Let us pray for holy fear, 
lest.we should lose reverence and

THE SOULS IN DURESS
Social work is the great demand 

of our age. As in the days of 
Ozanam, sonow men test our faith by 
the expression we give to it in social 
deeds. There is social"work in the 
tenements, factories and at home, 
there is social work in the wide 
regions of the Catholic missions 
abroad, there is social work in the 
famine-stricken areas of Europe 
where our gifts may bring relief 
from misery and starvation. In all 
these fields the Catholic can be 
active, but there is still another 
sphere of human suffering to which 
his charity must go out, the state of 
Purgatory, from which no tabu­
lated accounts, in figures and statis 
tics, will ever reach us of the 
anguish there endured, but where 
we know that our help is most 
greatly needed. To the souls there 
imprisoned, until they have atoned 
for the least and the last of their 
transgressions, unless our charity 
comes to their aid, we are bound by 
social ties in the greatest of all 
societies, the Communion of the 
Saints. To them, too, must our 
social work extend.

It was this thought that St 
Francis de Sales so beautifully sug 
geated and developed when he said 
that in bringing relief to the poor 
souls in Purgatory we practise 
almost all the works of mercy at 
one and the same time. We are 
thus offering true comfort and con­
solation to those in sorrow. We are 
assisting by our deeds the afflicted 
whom the hand of the Lord has 
touched. We are entering the 
prison-house of Divine justice, and 
by our Misses and prayers are 
lightening the chains of the pris­
oners, or breaking their bonds to set 
them free. We are practising hos­
pitality, not indeed by inviting these 
friends of God to enter under our 
own roof-tree, but by assisting 
them to pass from their abode of 
pain into the home of Our Father 
who is in Heaven, into the mansions 
of His glory into which we ourselves 
hope to enter. There they will 
await us, but first will they repay a 
thousandfold our gentle services by 
their mighty intercession at the 
Throne of God.

We are, in fine, clothing the 
naked, not in poor earthly garments, 
such as we might bestow upon the

A continuous line of tragedy runs 
throughout the whole of life. The 
black line, trailed along our t;rack, 
is ever marking down the good and 
bad, the guilty and guiltless with 
seeming unconcern—and yet there 
is a God who made all and rules 
over all. It is a mystery. But in 
the teaching of the Catholic Church 
we find the oniy solution that at all 
satisfies the mind, while it tends 
also to ennoble our conduct. It is 
a key to the mystery, rather than 
a completely made solution.

This is her teaching, that life as 
we actually know it is in its suffer­
ing, the expiation for sin.

The world, as we know it, is not 
as God made it. Sin has marred its 
beauty and destroyed its consistency 
as a perfect work ; sin, the wrong 
use by man of his noblest gift, free 
will.

How one man’s sin can work for 
misery and suffering we know but 
too well, from the history, let us 
say, of a drunken parent, leaving, 
to his children the full heritage of 
physical and moral disease. How, 
again, the selfishness of one genera­
tion of men can poison the wells of 
social life for more generations to 
come is seen in the history of the 
Retormation, with its rampant 
individualism. And that evil which 
has been brought about by sin or 
selfishness must be paid for by 
human suffering.

For good and for evil the life of 
one man is bound up with the life 
of other men ; no man stands alone ; 
we are a family both by nature and 
by grace, with a corporate life and 
responsibility. Therefore, it is 
that we have to bear the burden of 
one another’s sin, as we share also 
in the glory of one another’s good 
works.

The right view of suffering, there­
fore, is that of an expiation for sin, 
not only for our own sin, but the 
world’s sin, too.

The innocent babe tha^ dies in 
agony gains something of a 
martyr's crown of glory ; its suffer­
ing is the payment of a debt not its 
own, and yet its own because it is 
one of mankind ; aod it becomes 
more closely allied to Christ because 
of its suffering.

The man or woman consciously 
accepting the cross, with its name 
less horrors, becomes thereby a 
leader, because willingly bearing 
the burden of others ; and accord­
ing to the gentrosity of their 
acceptance is the degree of their 
eternal glory.

No wonder that so many have 
regarded it as a privilege to suffer, 
nut from morbid sentiment, but 
from a healthy recognition of 
Christian principles. “ These aie 
they who have washed their gar­
ments in the Blood of the Lamb. 
Their youth is renewed like that of 
an eagle ; as the lily snail they 
flourish in the city of the Lord.”— 
The Missionary.

Save FURS
Money cloth coa1

on DRESSES

Catalog
Showing 300 beautiful illustrations
Every garment • money-saving revelationof fashion, materials and 
workmanship, and » genuine bargain. This book shows a much 

e ^ greater variety than can be seen in most
stores — 2» pages arc specially for men.

^51 Ammunition, Animaj^Trape, Fjehing Tackle
and Nets, Outdoor Clothing, Tenta, Camp 
Stovea, Gun and Rifle Sights, Aciesaoi" 

Shoe-Packs and Snowshoes.

Address ea follows
HALLAM MAILORDER CORPORATE

454 HALLAM BUILDING. TORONTO, CANADA.

GAS

A Splendid Recommendation
From Roches Point

Pease
Combination

“Economy
Furnace

3E
The following letter is from 

Miss M. C. Young, of Roches Point. 
Head it carefully. It's very con­
vincing :

“We have han splendid results 
with the Pease Economy Com­
bination Furnace It has heated 
our h-'usc ocrfoctly. Wc have 
burned about five tons of coal 
and this furnace has heated our 
whole house, which has nine 
large rooms, stairway, hall, bath­
room and cono-vatory. The 
house is 28 f < ct wide and 42 feet 
long and wc used it all. There 
has not bocn a day all winter 
that wc couM not sit in a~y 
room and be quite comfortable.”

May we plan a similar heating 
system for your home ? The idea 
of combining both warm air and 
hot water heating is unique and 
deserves your particular atten­
tion. (let in touch with us now.

Pease foundry Comealy
Attention Mr. Reid 

TORONTO - ONTARIO 
Telephone Main 7000

CIL L GHT BEATS
ELECTRIC UR
BURNS 94# AIR

A new oil lamp that gives an amaz­
ingly biiliiant, soft white light, even I 
bet.er than gas or electricity, has 
been tested by the U. S. Government 
and 35 leading universities and found 
to be superior to 10 ordinary oil 
lamps. It burns without odor, smoke 
or noise — no pumping up, is simple, 
clean, safe. Burns 94% air and 6% | 
common kerosene (coal oil).

The inventor, T. T. Johnson, 246 I 
Craig St. W., Montreal, is offering to 
send a lamp on 10 day’s FREE trial, 
or even to give one FREE to the first 
user in each locality who will him 
introduce it. Write him to-day for 
full particulars. Also ask him to 
explain how you can get the agency, 
and without experience or money | 
make 8260 to 8500 per month.

LUX
For dll fine 
laundering

w

Three times a day—

Dishwashing — bane of all house­
keeping—is losing its old-time hard­
ship because of Lux.
With the magic of white bubbling 
suds, Lux thoroughly cleans your 
finest dishes and most precious cut- 
glass, restoring their original sheen 
and lustre.

Will Hot redden the hands 
And Lux will not redden your hands even though you 
wash dishes three times a day for months and months. 
Lux is just as easy on your hands as it is gentle with 
fine silks and delicate fabrics.
One tablespoonful of Lux—hot water—and your dish- 
pan ; and one package will last for 50 washings.

Sold only in sealed dust-proof packets.

LUX

How You
May Secure 

an
Independent

Income

LEVER BROTHERS LIMITED, TORONTO
MIS

Plan to enjoy your later years 
in independence. Ninety- 
seven out of every one hun­
dred people at the age of 
sixty-five years are dependent, 
in whole or in part, upon 
others for support. Don’t be 
one of the ninety-seven.
You may provide yourself on 
very easy terms with a Cana­
dian Government Annuity.

These Annuities may be of any value from $50 to 
$5,000 a year. You may begin purchase at any 
age, but the earlier you begin, the smaller the 
payments.

For instance, a man who at the age of thirty 
years commences paying at the rate of only six­
teen cents a day, and continues these small pay­
ments up to the age of sixty-five years, will then 
be entitled to receive an income of Five Hundred 
Dollars a year, to last as long as life, even though 
that passes the century mark.

There are Plans of Purchase by which you may 
protect the interests of your wife or dependants. 
In any event, if you die before reaching the age 
when the Annuity begins, your heirs wiil receive 
all that you have paid in, together with 4% com­
pound interest. No medical examination is re­
quired.

For full information, fill out this coupon and ad­
dress it as directed. No postage necessary, as it is 
Canadian Government business.

Mail this Coupon—No Postage Needed

To Department of LetlKmr,
Annuities It ranch,
Ottawa, Out.

Please send me the ‘‘Handbook of Information** and full particular* 
as to cost of a Canadian Government Annuity. My age last birthday

Full Name
(State whether Mr, Mrs. or Miss)

Poet Office Address

Issued by: Department of Labour, Annuities Branch. Ottawa

Just Out!
Most Rev. Dr. Butler's 
Catechism Revised

The publishers of Most Rev. Dr.
Butler's Catechism have in press
a revised edition in which —

(1) Every doctrine enunciated in the 
original edition will be found thor­
oughly dealt with.

(2) Every question and every answer 
are given in language no child can 
fail to understand

(3) Its method of presenting each sub­
ject is strictly in accord with 
universally accepted principles of 
pedagogy.

(4) Because of these features the reli­
gious instruction of children can in 
two years be advanced as much as 
seemed possible in five or six years.

(6) Children will find a text-book which 
interests them in the most fascin­
ating and varied of all subjects.

(6) Fathers, Mothers and lay persons 
may be successful teachers.

We realize that the claims here made 
are great and far reaching. We shall 
be much obliged if teachers will point 
out any particulars in which these 
claims are not justified.

FREE COPY
To Rev. Pastors and Teachers

D. & J. Sadlier & Co. Regd.
13 WEST NOTRE DAME 8T.

MONTREAL

DR. REBECCA HARKINS 
DR. MARIE II. HARKINS

OSTEOPATHIC
PHYSICIANS

Abrams Method of Diagnosis and Treatment 
The 8t. George LONDON, ONT.
Wellington St. Phone 1560

R. I. WATSON
Government and Industrial

BONDS
BOVUHT and SOLD

Phone 1537W 213 Dom. Savings Bldg.
LONDON, ONT.
OPEN KVKNINGS

DR. J. M. SEDGEWIUK
DENTIST

4 25 Richmond St., Near Dundae 
LONDON, ONT.

I'HONK HOOK

Get Your Name
ON THE

Voters’ List
In the interest of good civic 
administration don’t take it 
for granted that you are on 
the list because you were on 
last year.

/

Phone 7000 
City Clerk
For Full Particulars

OPEN KVKNINU3

DR. VINCENT KELLY
DENTAL SURGEON 

Clinic Building, 241 - 243 Queen’s Ave. 
LONDON, ONT.

Phone 1400 Rea. Phone 5193

James R. Haslelt
Sanitary and Heating 

Engineer
Agent for Fess Oil Burners

521 Richmond St. London, Ont.
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Hole! Wolverine
DETROIT

Newest and Most Modern
500 Rooms 500 Baths 

Rates $2.50 Up


