THE CATHOLIG RECORD

SE°TEMBER 17, 1904,

JESUITS LEARNING A LANGUAGE.

—

From the mission fields of the
Yukon, where the canoe and the dog
train are the principal means of travel,
Rev. Father Jette, 8. J., recently
arrived in Winnipeg, to supervise the
publication of the first translation of
the language of the Indians who in
babit his mission, which is the most
nor hernly Roman Catholie mission in
the world., After years of labor he has
completed this work and even talks of
it with boyish delight.

He had only a very little instruction
from an English speaking wan and had
practically to learn the whole language
from the Indians themselves, His way
of doing this was very ingenions. *' I
had with me,”” he explained, ** the back
pumbers of a good many mwagzazines.
These | woull give to the men to lok
at. 1 listened to the remarks they
made to one another about the pietures.
I wrote them down as we!l as I eould.
Then | rehearsed these sentences to an
jntelligent Indian boy, who, being
Wind and para'ytie, was given a home
in the mission. He spoke only his own
lauguage, but still mavaged to help me
by making ('Urlnrtinxn,gi\'ilng synonyms
and patiently explaining by signs and
in simpler words. In this way I
gathered a vocabulary. Then in my
third year I was ill, and so was able to
give time to the verb and master it.
Then my work was done.

There is a humorous aspect to this
method of acquiring language, which
Father Jette illustrated by means of a
story about Father Barnum of St
Michael's—a nephew, by the way, of
the great showman—and his efforts to
got the different parts of the Eskimo
verb. Father Barnum selected an in
telligent looking native and, taking up

a pacdle went through 111 the motions
of using it. Then he said to his choser
teacher ** Cha ?"' (What ?) which i

the tongue of a
The

phrase corres
paddle move-

the one word ever on
beginner. ‘* Cha ?"’
good faith gave him
ponding to the labored
mert o,

To as good faith Father Barnum wrote
it down, though he wondercd why *‘yon
paddie '’ should be so long in ksl
He then gave his instructor the paddle
urged him by signs to go through the
motions of paddling and again asked,
“ Cha?"” (What?) Again the Eskimo
gave it, and the priest wrote it down.
This was the first person of the verb.
There remained now only the third,
“he paddles.” The white man pointed
to a native approaching in a canoe, pad-
dling, of course, and again asked,
¢ What "' The phrase the instructor
in all good faith gave him, but this was
quite different from the other two, and
very long to be simply the third person
singular, ind cativs of a commonly used
verb,

But this one was no more queer than
many other phases of the languige,
thought the priest, and, well content
he began to practice his verb. And
this, as he some time afterward discov
ered, was the verh he practiced
well; second

Fskimo i

mo

¢ First person, I paddle

ST. CLARE AT ASSISI

G. V. Christmas, in writing in the
(atholic World for August some memor -
ies of St. Clare of Assisi, concludes
with the following anecdote :

“Opne day 1 tell the story as it was
told to me by the Fremch superior of
the Franciscan Missionaries of Mary at
Assisi, a sympathetic, cultured person-
ality, combining in her nature the sim-
plicity and innocence of a child with
the intelligence of a woman who ‘knows
her world,’ one day St. Francis and
St. Clare were walking together on
some errand of charity and paused at a
wayside inn for rest and refreshment.
I'he Italian mind, even where the
saints of God are concerned, was in
those days very prone to imagine evil
where none existed — a habit, by the
way, which it has preserved up to the
present time—and so it happened that
some of their comments on this oceasion
were overheard by St. Fraacis. His
first thought was to avoid the faintest
appearance of evil and the possibility
of giving scandal to his weaker breth-
ren, so he told St. Clare that she m -t
go home alone by another route; and
further, tiat they must not meet again
for many months.
¢ But, Father,’
in dismuy, ‘when
again ?’

“¢When the roses bloom in Decem-
ber,’ he answered with 2 smile ; and il
was then December,

“ 80 they parted and went their dif
ferent ways; but prese ntly he heard
her calling and saw her coming t ywards

H
him with her scapular filled with per

exclaimed St. Clare
shall 1 tee you

HAS A DANIEL COME T9 JUDG-
MENT?

Writing on the recent decision of the
House of Lords against the United Free
Church of Scotland whereby ** the Law
Lords by a majority of five to two lay it
down as a principle that no Church,
unless it possesses a deed specially and
clearly reserving that power, has the
right to alter its own creed at its ovn
discretion,” the Spectator of Aug. 6
suyseditorially :

“ Thera is no contesting the legality
of the deecision. It is impos-
sible to deny that the decision is good
law. Money given to a corporate body
for alawful purpose must be devoted to
that purpgse, or the intention of the
donors is frustrated, The first purp
of a Church in its civil eapacity is to
aaiitain its creed intact, and it Is
clear that the I'ree Church of Seotla.d
in fusing itself with the United Presby
terians modified its creeds on imports
ant points.”

e

What results, then, from such a
startling situation and from these
strict judgments of the law ? What

effect must sach modifications in creed
have upon all church property, accord-
ing to highest legal authorivy in Eng-
land ?

Presentation to Rev. ¥ ther Whibbs.

The gentl¢ man of S:. Mary's Church have for
gome time been contempliting some tangibie
expression of their good will and recognition
of the untiring zal and devotion of their b2
loved pastor. Accorcirg'y a presenlation was
madein the forin of a valuable horse,an elegant
rubberetired buggy and complete ¢quipment

Since his advent to tha parien Father
Whibbs hae endeared himeelf to all by h's
sacrificing devotion to  Lhe sacred and

ouerous duties apperiaining t0 his v cat'or,
and by his kindness and cordiali y has gained
thy love and esiecm of his large congregation.
Acccmpanying tho presentation were the well
wi A of the donors, t ards tha loug contine
uance of the pastorate of tho reverend g ntls
men in Campbeliford, their desire foc heal h
and happiness, and an earnest wish for his foe
grent erjryment ¢ f “heir token of es'ecm,

Father Whibbs expressed Lis appreciation
of their g nerosity and expression of good will
atd hoped fir a continuance of the reciproenl
pleasant relations ¢f the past —Canpdollford
D spatch, Bep ., 1004,

C. M. B. A

At the last regular meeting of Branch No.
230, Courtright, a resolu'lon of condolence wes
unauimously adopted and preeent d
the widow and family, on the death of th
worthy brether, Chas. Coyle. R. 1. P.

MARRIED.

O HANLEY-PRENDERGAST — In 8t Jumes
Church Seafrih, on Tuesday morning Sept,
#:h. by R, Fether P.Co-coran. N, J. O'Hanley,
of ‘l".nrk‘nn, Ont.,, to Aunnie Prendorgast, of
Sz2aforbh,

DIED

modifications are
may be matter lor

** Whether those
wise or otherwise
endless dispute,”

MURPHY — At Woedsler, Ont, Sapt 6th,tock
place the fuseral of Mise Nallie Muoiphy, fif b
daughter of Arthur and Catharine Murpby

says the judical and

astutc Spcetator ; **but nobody can
deny that they are modifications, or
that they can affect the continuity of
the purpose for which the Free Church
of Scotland originally obtained iis

funds., 1M, then, a donor's intention is

fumed roses.
“ ¢ Yon see, Father,’ she said trivmol
antly, ‘our Lord does not mean us to

part.’” And St. Francis ¢ wuld say no
more,

s Ah ! remarked Mére Véronigue,
when she had finished the story, ‘it is
ways like that : men have so much

nore human respect

D ————

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
To speak of the nece of Baptism
may appear to many a needless task.
But such it is not. For rvation
tells us that the constantly increasing
religious indifference of the age is mini-
mizing its importance. Through the
same channel comes the information
that sectarianism in this particular is
breeding a sturdy race of infidels.

Hence it is a timely topic. More-
over, if there be truth in the words of
God, reminder of the fact is always
opportune. For our Lord tells us that
“anless a man be born again of water
and the Holy Ghost, he can not cnter
the Kingdom of God.”

More «¢xplict enunciation would
geem unnecessary. Yet to this em-
phatic statement the v iice of God's
Church, through the C yuneil of Trent,
ks been added, saying that *‘Baptism
is necesary to salvation.”” If there-
fro, the Church has found the need of
f rther admonition it was becaute
sonditions of the times demanded
pression, Like conditions ¢ xist to day
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g4 twenty one years, May she rest o
e e !
McQUADE —At Seafsrth, Ont, August 25,
[ Johanea wifoof Mr. John McQuade, May eke
\ rest in peace !
Kranry —At Landon, Oat., on Sanday, Sepl.
l I m 0. M. Keary. aged cighty five year
M sy he rest in peace!
89 KEuclid

SEXTON . —Af Ave., Toronto. Miss

|

| 8:tx 0n May her soul rest in peace !

| MURRAY —On the 7'h inst ,at McGlllivray,
Mrs, Margaret Morray., widow o he late
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Dangerous in Either Case.

(Catholic atmosphere can be found no
where but in a Cathol ¢ ustitition, For
merly, the non-( ‘atholic educationa
seats were distinctively Protest:
they were professedly so

1ts

1:arping in their halls, Now these in
g itutions are either professedly I’ro
testint or silently or openly infidel

the untried and

must be devoted to that purpose, or the
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