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Arrange™6”*® have been completed 
I by which there will be published in 
I this peg» «-eh week an article on 
I some topic of interest to boys. The
I contributions will be from the pen
I of one who has o' keen interest in 
I boys and in boys’ games, and who
■ bas had a wide experience in the
■ sporting world, both as an athlete 
land as a sporting writer. While his 
I came would be of interest, it is euf- 
] ficient to say that his writitinge on 
I sporting matters have been read from 
■the Atlantic to the Pacific, while 
I the circulation of one athletic work 
■he compiled would make the fortune 
I of a writer of current fiction.

THE EDITOR.
+ + +

The Marathon Race.
I The Event Comemorates One of the 

World’s Great Victories.

But a, word. The Marathon dis
tance is a hard pull. It requires per
fect condition of muscles and or
gans. It is a tremendous strain on 
a fully developed man, and it should 
not be attempted by undeveloped 
lads. Running is a fine exercise and 
every boy should indulge in it, but 
no boy should take up running until 

physician has said that he may

school is near a pond and tihere 
was lovely skating. There was also 
good coasting. I live on a farm. I 
have a pet hen. I call her Brownie 
because she is brown. She will not 
go to any one but me.

Ab my letter is getting rather long 
I close for this time. Hoping
to see my letter in print, 1 remain, 

Your loving niece,
RITA CULLEN,

Bay View, P.E.I., April 4.

do so. Having been permitted to 
enter into contest with other boys, 
the runner should be careful to con
tent himself with moderate dis
tances. When it is remembered that 
there is but a handful of men able 
to run the long distance, it will 
readily be seen that it. is not a 
boy’s distance and not a boy’s work 
to run twenty-six miles.

HANS.

Now when the spirit of spring is 
Jin the air; when the blood moves 
I freer and when Nature Shows signs 
l0f being more fully awake, the ener- 
Igv that has been asleep in many 
I boys starts with a new vim and the 
1 jùng of our little world feel with- 
I in them a desire to shake off win- 
I tor’s garments and kick free in pure
■ joy. The elders feel the same way,
■ but not to the same degree, and 
■they are usually content to display
■ their spring energies by toddling the
■ length of a few city blocks, or, per- 
Ihaps- some stronger ones will actu- 
Iftlly walk around the two moun
ting. But our boys will have 
■nothing so gentle. No, indeed, thçy
■ will want to run and show their 
■mettle in real Marathon races. So 
let this time many of the younger
■ generation feel like Heaven-sent har- 
Iriers—or “terriers,” as the irrever- 
|ent will call them— and vent their 
■new-found strength in kicking up the 
■dirt on city street and country 
I road.

It has become fashionable to Ma-
■ rathon these days. It is a craze '
■ which appears to have seized upon ; 
I all nationalities, due, of course, to 1

e fact that this event is set down 1 
I as a future at the Olympic games
■ which have taken place in various i
■ countries, and which will next be
■ held in Australia. You all know,
I doubtless, that the Marathon race 
I is over a distance of twenty-six 
1 miles, but how many of you know of 
I the origin of the Marathon? Some 
I of you will have read of it, but 
I there are a lot of -boys who would 
J rather drop into their running togs 
land fog along with their harrier 
I friends than delve into history. Well 
I this will be history very much con- I densed. I feel certain that the boy I who knows about the original Ma- 
I rathon and sympathiztes with the 
(•spirit of it, will make all the better 
j runner for having stopped a while 
I to hear the story.

The battle of Marathon was fought 
I in 490 B.C., and in it the Greeks 
(defeated the Persians. Marathon is 
I a plain some twenty-two miles from 
I Athens. The plain Is about six 
I miles in length, in crescent form, one 
I side skirted by a bay and on the- 
(land side girthed by rugged Hme- 
I stone mountains. Before the battle 
■ the Greeks held the mountains and 
1 the Persians were in the plains be- 
| low. the Greeks having the ad
vantage of position, but compelled 
I to act against a force far outnum- 
I boring their own. The Greeks, how- 
I ever, were fighting for liberty against 

Persian ambition, and the fact that 
their national existence was at stake 

I brought determination to the cause.
I The Greeks, capably directed and 
1 fighting against a foe which under- 1 
1 estimated their entemy’s ability, won 
I the battle and drove off the Per- 
I sians with great loss to the invad- | 
j ers. When the battle was won j 
I a soldier started from the field, ran 1 
I to Athens, and when he had an- 
I nmmeed the wonderful victory of his j 
I fellow-countrymen, fell dead. That 
I was the first Marathon.

THE DREAM FOLK.

In the quiet nooks and corners where 
the heavy shadows lie,

Lots of little folk hide snugly while 
the sun is in the sky:

But when the dear old Mother Moon 
puts forth her silver beams,

The Dream-folk creep to children’s 
beds to bring them happy dreams.

! But if a child is fidgety and will not 
go to sleep,

! Or watches for the Dream-folk just 
I to take an- artful peep, 
j He will never see a sign of them no 
matter how he tries,

I For,though' fond of little children, J 
j they are frightened of theii^eyes.

But endless are the happy dreams 
they bring good girls and boys,

Of roundabouts and chocolates and 
pantomimes and toys;

With cricket-bats and fishing-rods, 
and dolls with golden hair,

And 'sometimes ( just at Christmas- ! ^''hich. he graduated in 
time ) the toys are really there.

They don’t like greedy children, so 
be careful what you oat,

Or they’ll bring you dreams that 
make you one big ache from head 
to feet; v

And when you’ve tossed about all t he every heard of such a thing as a 1 
night, and really feel quite ill, j Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 1 

They will send a cross old doctor 
with a huge and horrid, pill.

Animals’ Friend.
Late George T. Angel! Was Kind to ' 

the Dumb Beasts.

“The friend of the dumb animals” j 
is dead, as has been recorded, but 
his work will continue. Of Mr. An- 
gell and his work, Judge Robert J. 
Wilkin contributes to “Our Dumb 
Animals” the following sketch:

George Thorndike Angell was born 
at South bridge, Worcester County, 
Massachusetts, June 5, 1823, of 
the Rev. George and Rebekah Thorn
dike Angell. Mr. Angell came from 
a Christian family and was ever 
proud of the words engraved on his 
father’s tombstone,, “He was a good 
icteti, and full of the Holy Ghost, and 
much^ people was added to the

As he respected his father, be lov- j 
ed his mother, and in his “Autobio- j 
graphical Sketches” one of the first | 
things he speaks of is his love and I 
affection for her.

When he was a boy Mr. Angvll’s : 
family was possessed of no great 
property, his mother finding it * ne
cessary to teach, and, therefore, j 
early in his boyhood he entered a 
large dry-goods house in Boston. 
Here he» remained for two years, iand| 1 
then, through the efforts of his mo
ther, he was placed at an academy ! 
at Meriden, N.H., where he fitted for 
Brown University, which ho entered 1 
in 1842. In order to partially sup- ; 
port himself by teaching winters. ! 
he left there at the end of one year 
and enteriKl Dartmouth College, from

July, 1816. 
Even in collège his pronounced opi
nions. his sterling character, and his 1 
intelligence marked him for a, leader, j 

From early childhood. Mr. Angell 
was extremely fond of animals. He j 
personally interfered in a number of I 
cases of cruelty to them, long before !
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So if you’re fond of pleasant things, 
remember what I’ve said,

And never, never grumble when 
you’re told to go to bed;

But run upstairs and snuggle down, 
and shut your eyelids tight,

Or the dainty little Dream-folks may 
be waiting half the night.

—Little Folks.
+ + +

Dear Aunt Becky.
I saw some letters in the boys 

and girls corner, I thought I would 
write, too. I am in the fourth rea
der. I study geography, history, 
grammar and arithmetic. My teach-' 
er is Mr. Peters. We are not far 
from school. I have three sisters 
going to school. 1 am going to 
make my confirmation this year.

I was up to the church St. Pat
rick’s day. There was grand pro
cession of the Irishmen. There was 
also four priests. In the night thero 
was a large programme and a lec
ture by Father Monaghan.

Spring will soon be here then that 
will bo the time to pick May flow-

Thene is a lot of Mountain tea 
berries here. But this storm will 
cover them. I will stop as my let
ter is getting long. I remain,

Your loving nitece,
ETTA CULLEN.

Bay View. April 5.
•b rb •b

Dear Aunt Becky,
I saw some letters in the True 

Witness and I thought I would write 
a few lines too. 1 am ten years 
old- I am in the fourth reader. Mv

It will be observed that the Mara
thon distance is given as twer.ty-six 
I miles, while the distance from the 
J Plain to the city is said to 'be twen- 
! ty-two miles. The latter figure is 
lia'-en from Creasy’s story, but It 
I will be readily understood that the 
I distance of 26 mile's is taken from 
I the point at which the Greek runner 

Jbpt'wn bis journey. The Marathon was j 
I re-run when the Olympic games were 
Jhtld at Athens in 1906 and it should 
I he well remembered by Canadian 
I hoys, because William Sherri ng, of j 
I Hamilton, Ontario, led the way over 
I which the soldier had run almost

studies are reading, writing, spelling, 
history, geography, arithmetic, gram
mar. My teacher is Mr. Ambrose 
Peters. I have five brothers and 
three sisters. My three sisters and 
I are going to- school. I have a pet 
dog, hifi name is Gover. I got him 
from my uncle for a present. He : ,
drives the cows to pasture for me, 
but if anybody else went to drive 
the cows he would not drive for 
them, so I always have to go. I am 
going to try to make my first Com
munion and Confirmation this sum
mer. • We had a big snow s»torm 
yesterday. The ice is nearly gone, 
and wo have very poor roads now.
As 'this is all I have for this time 
hoping to see my letter in print, I 
remain.

Your loving niece.
MURIEL CULLEN,

Bay View, April 4.
* * *

Dear Aunt Becky,
As I saw some letters in the boys j 

and girls corner of the True Witness,
I thought I would write to you for 
the first time, I o.m seven years

to Animals, and in 1864. two years 
before the formation of the first 
Society in America by Henry Bergh 
of New York, he drew a will giving 
a considerable proportion of pro
perty to be used in “circulating in 
schools. Sunday schools * and else
where. Information calculated to pre
vent cruelty to Animals.” In 1868 
Mr. Angell gathered together a num
ber of his friends and organized the 
Mass. Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals, becoming its 
first. President. This was organized 
with a state charter and he contin
ued to lead its work while he lived.

In 1868 he started the first news
paper dedicated to humane work, 
known as Our Dumb Animals. Ho 
did not at that time kr.ow from 
whence the means would come to 
sustain either the work of the Soci
ety or the publication of the paper, 
but he was much pleased in after 
life to recount the many “providen
tial ways in which money was sup
plied for his work.”

All those prominent in the work of 
saving animals from cruelty have 
been the warm friends of Mr. Angell. 
His health, never of the strongest, 
suffered with the continued hard 
work »he gave to the cause. Ini 1869 
he traveled abroad, and at that time 
met John Colam', Esq., the working 
head of the Royal Society for the 
/Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, as 
well aa a -number of the Directors of 
that Society, and1 also met Miss, af
terwards the Baroness, Burdett- 
Ooutts, who became in her country 
so powez-ful an advocate and protec
tor of (fumb .animals. Mr. Angell vi
sited the societies in France and oth
er countries abroad, and returned 
home in 1870 to begin again the 
work that so muoh needed his assist
ance and strength.

In the United States, Mr. Angell 
was always interested in organizing 
societies, and was often sought to 
speak at public meetings to form or
ganizations for the protection of ani- 

Bv tongue and pen he was 
continually active in behalf of the 
subject irtost dear to his heart, and 
rarely did a year go by that some 
marked advance along humane lines 
was not due to the activity of the 
President of the Massachusetts Soci-

T?, ïiVOrf' a“d, anythmg. And the authorities of the Dublin Young 
fc^i. La3^U? .vme> „ , Men’s Christian Association for

ofNpvn JîarSn atCI ' Cro'v” rm>c« granting the use of thu Mansion 
o„ ,<nS thrOUSh Boloff?a . Souse for a. meeting of the Catholic
on his way to Home, reports of the j Young Men’s Association, sent a re-

ply which should have the effect oflinguist: He is really a miracle. He
spoke German to me like ia German, 
with my Privy Councillor he spoke 
the purest French, with Bunsen per
fect English, and with General Gro- 
bon fluent Swedish.” Another time 
it was the Grand Duke Michael, of 
Russia, who was surprised to find 
himself exchanging voluble Polish 
with the pologLôt priest.

When Gregory XVI., who called 
Mezzofa-nti to Rome in 1830, made 
him a Cardinal eight years 1-ater, 

deputation of fifty representatives

making for a better feeling between 
the members of both bodies. His 
Lordship replied ns follows: —“The 
object of the Catholic Young Men’s 
Society is to establish a bright and 
cheerful club, with a genuine Ca
tholic and Irish atmosphere, 
and the committee, while 
affording the members every facility 
for promoting many games and out
door exercise, will not forget the 
paramount duty of endeavoring to 
improve the mental and moral sta-

■?** ‘01,51,08 and d,ttlocts ! mina of the members, e„d of „n-
emi"™co "‘«J 1 couragine them to help one another, 

thear congratulations. The Cardinal j T(w I-ord Mayor has no doubt that 
was «pm to the occasion, rendering i the members of the Young Men’s 
spirited thanks to each in h.s own j Christian Association can claim 
language. It was to Dr. Cox, the with equal justice that their organi- 

ollege in Rome ; zntion is in no way antagonistic t-orector of the English 
that the Cardinal said: “Well, if 
you must know, I speak forty-five 
languages.” Wiseman, in his “Four I 
Last Popes.” attests “Mezzofanti's ' 
perfect utterance and expression in ■ 
the few languages with which I 
hapi>en to be acquainted. . Though 1 
it was natural that he should be 1 
frind of conversing in his m*any Ian- ; 
guage», T should doubt if lever it | 
was done from love of display, for 
he was humble and shrinking on 
every occasion. Indeed he knew his 
powers to be a gift rather than an 
acquisition. His appearance certain
ly did not bear the seal of his high 
intellectual mark;1 for his learning on 
all subjects was accurate, extensive 
and solid. The countenance, which 
was the dial to the busy and com
plicated works above it. wins not 
anfpHo or noble in its traits. His 
brow was n nroblem to phrenolog
ists: though his eyes were heavilv 
pressed out wards by what they have 
considered lineunl faculties.”

the interests of their Catholic 
low-citizens. In granting the use 
of the Mansion House for any pur
pose, the Tvord Mayor will not he 
influenced by any sectarian feeling.
end each application will be consid- ........... .
ened and dealt with on its merits. T Dain .1<a 1Sm- — 
am furthfer to say that, having al- /retllJ.,n<J ,ntiuJ'algia, 
lowed the use of the Oak Room to I____ headaches
the Catholic Young Men’s Society 
for the purpose referred to. the Lord 
Mayor will not have the slightest 
objection to place the same room at 
the disposal of the members of the

an active part in educational mat
ters, and about one-half of them let 
politics entirely alone. This is pro
bably a fair estimate and will ap
ply to the clergy of the church of 
Ireland ( Protestant Episcopal ) and 
the non-conformist denominations 
with equal accuracy, although they 
arc much less numerous than , the 
Roman Catholic clergy.”

BANISH WHS
AND ERUPTIONS

Eircryeiic Metis o Tei.li: in me 
spring to timid tip liie mood.

,wmit 1*W health and

z?
«“*>”• win-

depressed and easHv”0'?1 ,’cople ,eel

as r ptthis «11. condition. ,a due attLS 
the sharp stabbing 

poor appetite, 
aud a desire toavoid exertion 

all bo
Williams ____
this medicine makes 
which drives out

Young Men’s Christian Association ! rbPrVo , . «—
for a similar purpose, na»mely, the I , anfl brings 
in-nuguration of a new branch 
their organization.”

'rilosu troubles cai 
be in she d by the use of Dr.

I ink I ills. Every dose of 
new, rich blood 

impurities, stimu-
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Chicago Critic Expresses High Opinion 
of its Members.

A Lesson in Toleration.

The Lord Mayor of Dublin Replies to 
Critics.

women.
Harbor, n S 

>V run dowTnndTyLork

srdh^^^Sf
four boxes was ajrain In th or

Pink
m , Piove a friend in need trv a" arc week and ailing ”

Kr
for S2.50 from The Dr. wilt 
Medicine Co., Ilrockvflle, -Ont.

I twenty-five hundred years previous- old. I have threa sisters and five 
My- and by winning proved to the brothers. I am the youngest girl. I 
I world that Canadian ~ athletes are I go to school. I had great fun go- 
Iworthy competitors in world sports, i jng to school this winter. Our
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That Nagging Pain in the Back
a ,c®,nse<l by just one thing—weak, strained, Irritated kidneys, 
ana there to just one way to stop it
Gil\ PiIIq strengthenJT**» * and heal the

I kidneys—neutralize the urine—stop _____É-_,n_    .  
joose scalding passages—and quickly 1 PTT.T.<
n/1 e^M,thepalnln the back and limbs. **41

I are the recognized cure
J0r Riieumatiam and Sciatica. 50c. a 

8 'or A3.60. At aU dealers or 
I Sent on receipt of price.

HPT. TJ,HtfnOWL DRUG & CHEM. CO. UNITED 
'TORONTO km r^'

A Modern Polyglot.
Cardinal Mezzofanti Answered Felici

tations in Fifty Tongues'.

Sixty years ago last week there 
died in Rome that linguistic wonder

worker of modern times, Giuseppe 
Ciiidinal Mezzofanti. Pirn -i: 1j*.il- 
ble origin in 1774, he was ordained 
priest at the age of 24, having been 
a few days previously appointed 
Professor of Arabic t.he Unive^sity 
of his native city of Bologna, for by! 
this time he was already master of 
te l languages. From the little in
come of $125—derl<r„‘d from his pro
fessorship, supplemented by . the pro- 
i es.ds of private instruction, Al -zzo- 
fanti supported tVo : elpl.-ss wvents.

Among his pupils was Byocn. to 
whom, when he was in Bologna in 
It-17. he gave *>tui lessons in mod
ern Greek. The poet.writing of hi? 
stay in that city, su,vs: “f d m't re
member a man among Hem whom I 
ever wished to twice, except Mez- 
vo'rrn:. who 1r a monster of langua
ges, who ought to have existed at 
the time of the tower of Babel and 
RC*ed «s vrivcrsal interpreter. He is 
indeed e. marvel—unassuming also. I 
tried him in all the tongue* in 
which I fknew a single oath against 
post-boys, savages, Tartars, sailors.

The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of 
Dublin, having been taken to task by

Increase in Schools.

YOUR DANGER BE
GINS WHEN YOUR 

BACK ACHES.
It If the First and the Sure Sign et 

Kidney Disease.

Doan’s Kidney Pills
core the aching back by curing the aching 
kidneys beneath—for it is really the- ki<r 
neye aching and not the back.

They act directly an the kidneys and 
make them strong and healthy, thereby 
causing pure blood to circulate throughout 
the whole system.

Mrs. Frank Foos, Woodside, N.B., 
writes:—“I was a great sufferer with 
backache for over a year, and could get 
nothing to relieve me until I took two 
boxes of Doan’s Kidney Pills and now I do 
not feel any pain whatever, and can eat and 
sleep well; something I could not do before.

Doan's Kidney Pills are 50 cents per boot 
or 3 boxes for $1,25 at all dealers or mailed 
direct on receipt of price by The Doan Kid- 
■ey Pill Co., Toronto, Ont.

1 William E. Curtis, writing for the 
1 I{(.«cord-Hcrald of his im'jirvssibns of 

Ireland and its people, says of th 
Irish priesthood :

; "I have formed a very high opinion 
; of the Irish priesthood from the ex

amples I have been able to meet and 
to know. They have impressed me as 
an unusually high class of men .n'tel 
lectually as well as spiritually, and , ", ---
every one must, admire their devo rK)r1 nf to the fifth annual ra
tion, their sincerity and their self v . 10. superintendents of Ca-
sacrificc. Some of them naturally v‘ ’°°lsu,°J ^he, archdiocese of
become dictatorial, for it is ofte tn1 j4’ whJch to just out, the to- 
nocessary for them to assume an air mmnh^'V 'Tr pupiIs in the bo- 
of authority to preserve €!ie disci- q Manhattan and the Bronx
pline in their parishes, but I thin L,.. ’ 'OQ oroh< SC 26,760 are 
that is more or less the rule in «thr a " vî,8C0 af6 hoys. The re-
er countries and in aU denomina- 'jjys , that since 1902 thirty
tiens. You can’t talk back to a judge A have been established by
or a school teacher or a parson. th* Board £ the archdiocese.
And that is undoubtedly the groun s r<’port is for the centennial
for the charge so frequently made ,VOar °L archdlocese. The ave- 
that Ireland is ‘priest-ridden.’ But ra^c attendance of pupils a day in., 
the averagô ir/telligence, culture and ^as 47,h61. There are
efficiency among the Irish priest-1 .. . teachers. Of these 649 are re
hood is probably higher than it is 1626 aPe toy end 121 spe- 
in any other country, and their in- claL instl'uctors.

fluence is correspondingly greater. . e °* school property in the
“There is a great deal of criticism rough is $8,495,458, and the en- 

about the activity of the. Irish priests ; n’,i®TxlC09t ,of maintenance of the- 
fn politics, and that I find tb be : ."^uto is $553.924. There are* 
largely a misrepresentation. Many sl£ty~t?T0 Parochial schools, 
of the priests do take an active1 Fo1* entire archdiocese there 
part in political affairs, but it is are 169 schools, 70,002 pupils, with 
entirely a matter of individual taste * regular attendance of 65,569, 
and inclination, and the proportion ^“4 < teachers and 1325 classes, 
is probably rio larger than it is1 The total value of schools property 
among the ministers of all denomi- ÎP the archdiocese is $11,016,858. 
nations in the United States. Those ! annual cost of maintenance for 
w-ho are well posted on this subject a‘ ‘t'"e rohools is $744,490. 
assure me that ahot't orv^tbird of j . ■ - ■
the total number of Catholic priests There may he other corn cures but 
habitually interest themselves In po- ( Holloway’s Com Cure stands at’ the 
litical affair», local as well as na-, head of the list so far as results am 
tional; a still larger mhnber take I concerned.


