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encourage this excellent work.
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THE DELPIT CASE

When a question of law, be it civil
or ecclesiastical, is still ‘‘subjudice,”
and frequently when it becomes ‘‘res
judicata’’ we do not’feel it our duty
to enter into the merits or demerits
of the case. However, there are ques-
tions, that are often still pending,
when the press gives free vent to its
views and opinions concerning them.

" Of these the now famous Delpit case

is one. We have no intention of re-
peating the whole story, as it is al-
ready well known to our readers,
mor do we desire to pass any judg-
ment upon it, from a legal or any
other standpoint; there are those in
muthority whose business it is to
settle all such disputed issues, and
our duty is simply to accept their
«decisions. But there is one point
raised, and constantly insisted on by
the non-Catholic press—and we may
say very much ignored by the Cath-
olic press—which we“wish to briefly
-examine,

! ¥t has been repeatedly stated, both
‘~4n Catholic and Protestant daily pa-
~pers—that the ‘“Pope has annulled
“the Delpit marriage;’’ that the
“Sovereign Pontiff has granted a de-
-eree annulling the marriage; '’ and
this same assertion in various other
‘forms. We wish simply to .state
“that this is not true; the Pope did
‘mot annul the marriage; he could not
:annul a marriage; it is beyond his
““whom God has joined let no

= man; and as such he is forbidden,
‘or rather he is not empowered by
Christ to annul this or any other
marriage.
‘Without entering into any lengthy
dissertation on the subject, we will
reduce the situation to a couple of
clear-cut propositions.
In the Catholic Church marriage—
or matrimony—is a sacrament ; if
there be no sacrament tiere can be
no marriage. Any other bond is a
mere civil comtract, that comes not
under the cogumizance or recognition
of the Church. It is within the
{ Church's province to declare whother
* or not a sacrament exists, that is to

“marriage has taken place. H it be
mot sacramental, there'is no matri-
mon,w the affair is null and void

. “ab ‘initia.” This much the Pope

. may declare; he may make it known,

that'in accord with the divine laws

oa tha Chirch, the mry, condi-
SRR S

elements of a sacrament were
ing. therefore,
was

lack-
no sacramental union
contracted, consequently, no
marriage in the eyes of the Church—
and in the eyes of God. 'There are
impediments which, of themselves,
cause the nullity of a marriage. If
they exist, even without the know-
ledge of the parties, the marriage is
null all the same; the only difference
being that their ignorance of such
impediments existing preserves them
from the sinfulness of the uhion —
provided they separate on learning
the presence of such impediments.
Take for example that of consang-
uinuity. A brother and sister meet
after  twenty odd years of separa-
tion; they have no knowledge of the
relationship between them; they fall
in love, become engaged, go through
the marriage ceremony sacramental-
ly; and after a time, by an accident
they discover their true relationship.
Provided they at once take steps to
rectify the error they are not guilty
of the sin which otherwise would be
theirs. But, despite the sacramental
ceremonies at their union, no mar-
riage ever really existed. The very
first impediment was there to render
null and void the sacrament, or ra-
ther to prevent the existence of a
sacrament for them. In this case it
would be the Pope’s duty to declare
the marriage null; but that does not
mean that he would annil it. There
being no real marriage there is no-
thing to annul; and had there been
a marriage he could not annul it. In
other words, the law of the Catho-
lic Church is inexorable on this
point—divorce in any form is not
within her power to grant any more
than within the power of any one
else.
AT S —————

RANK BIGOTRY,

In Monday night's ‘‘Star ' we find
the following despatch, which we in-
sert exactly as it appeared :—

POPE EXTENDS HOLY YEAR

IN ORDER TO REPLENISH THE PAPAL TREASURY
BY ATTRACTING MORE l’haﬂllll TO ROME.

‘‘Rome, December 381. (Special to
the Btar.)—The announcement that
the Holy Y had been extended six
months cau considerable surprise,
as it was understood that 1900 had
&:te come up to the expectations of

Vatican authorities in respect of
the number = of pilgrims, and the
amount of contributions to Peter’s
pence.

““The Pope, it is said, is of the
‘opinion that the world almost 4im-
mediately will commence a series of
seven lean years in respect to inter-
national trade and commerce with a
cmeat falling off of Peter's

Spqcl..l eﬂoru therefore, are ne-

to replenish the Papal ‘treas- .
) |15 tailed. Christ continued to be

'to‘ adored as the Divine Ruler of the
telligences a

rid of a supurmbundui
saloable—are extended

minant note of this, ungualified piece
of slander is the grasping, money-
gratbing, aim which it attributes to
Leo XIII. Just imagine an old man
of nihety. who, at best, cofild not
expect to enjoy for an hour the
fabled wealth that he is said to be
thirsting for, belying all the events
of his most eventful ‘career, and
coming down from the lofty: station
of Chrjst’s spiritual Vicar upon
earth to the level of the stock ex-
chrange, or the Monte Carlo systom
of advancing the interests of the
Church Preposterous ~as it may
seem, still there are men sufficiently
devoid of original matter, or reli-
able information, to write such stuff,
there are papers sufficiently bigoted
to give it full publication, there are
men sufficiently ighorant or preju-
diced to believe it, and there are
Catholics sufficiently mean to encour-
age it—to the prejudice of their own
organs—by supportling the medium
whence it comes.

and all fair-
Protestants
refutation
one who
few who

For all Catholics,
minded, nhigh-principled
no argument by way of
is necessary; and for the
could publish, and the
would believe the fable, their big-
otry is too ignorant to be reasoned
with and their ignorance is too pre-
judiced to be combated. To represent
the Pope as a gatherer' in of mil-
lions. and as a man making use of
his office and of this year’s excep-
tional circumstances in order to
heap up treasure, comes with a very
bad grace from men who aided in
robbing the papacy of its temporf\l
power and its rightful estates and
revenues, who hedged the Pope in
with such a variety of restrictions
that he is and must be ean actual
prisoner in his own palace.
But why make any further com-
ment? Our readers know well what
the nature of such comments would
be. The mercenary soul that can see
only dollars and cents in the grand
spiritual effects of all the repent-
ances, all the communions, all the
church visits, all the Masses, all the
pilgrimages, all the indulgences that
the special privileges of this Holy
Year give rise to, and all of them
that might be missed were the jubi-
lec not extended, is deserving of a
pity that cannot but be ‘tempered
with a certain degree of contempt.
He is surely not of those who will
ever derive inspiration from the im-
perishable encyclicals of Leo, nor
any special benefits from a contact
with the shrine of the Apostles

NOTES OF THE WEEK,

HIS GRAOR's ADDRESS.—Always
eloquent, always timely, dlways ap-
propriate, always elegant and deli-
cate, His Grace Archbishop Bruch-
esi’s short address, delivered in the
Cathedral, before the ‘‘Credo,”” at
Monday-Tuesday’'s Midnight Mass,
will be read with pleasure by our
readers for whose benefit we trans-
late it. His Grace spoke thus :—

““To Christ Redeemer let us give
this twentieth century that now
commences! Such the cry which, at
this solemm hour, escapes from my
heart.

Is He not, in truth, the Master and
the Father of this century? ‘‘Pater
futuri saeculi.’”” Let the glory there-
of, even unto its last day, be given
to Him. ‘‘Regi saeculorum immortali
at invisibili, soli Deo, honor et glo-
ria!”’ For truly is He a King. The

cross to which—nineteen. hundred
years ago — He was nailed, torn,
bruised, blood-bespattered and

thorn-crowned, proclaimed His Di-
vine Royalty to the universe. ‘‘Jesus
Nazaremus Rex.”” The Jews protest-
ed, but Pilate made answer, *‘‘What
1 have written, remains written."”
And ever since that buried crucified
One, soon to become Death’s con-
queror, challenged for all time the

sword, = impiety,

combined their efforts, they helpless-

days longer. In other words, the dpe-'

respect and adoration of the human
race. No being on earth ever exer-
cized such a complete sway. Fire and.

heresy, hypoeri-ymdhstredvnln!yv

"Nelther Socmt.eu,”— nbr Plato, nor
any sage, nor any legislator of an-
tinmity could have dared say what
He 6aid; because, in truth, onmly a
Man-God could have said the same
with' truth. And who ‘vlse ever en-
joyed the thought, the ambition, the
hope of consoling and uplifting all
beings that suffer. ‘‘Omnes; '’ do you
hear that? Every person; there is no
exception.

“All! all! The abandoned orphan,
the homeless and hungry poor, the
sick moaning upon their beds, the
just man oppressed, the friend aban-
doned and betrayed, the sage, tor-
mented by his fruitless researches for
truth, the tempted soul, the sinner
ashamed of his crirges, and to all
*these and all others does Jesus
Christ address that astounding in-
vitation.

“‘Come to Me; and nineteen cen-
turies are there to prove the truth
of how He can keep his word. As He
was in the past so will He be in the
future

O Good Master, O Powerful Friand.
O Incomparable Benefactor, O Sa-
viour, O Jesus, the Way, the Truth,
and the Tife in one, we place all
our confidence in thee. To whom else
can we go? You possess the words
of eternal life even -as the words of
supreme consolation.

My brethren, the century that has
just closed has at times been called
the century of Mary. It would ap-
pear that Jesus Ohrist had desired
for His Mother a glorification
passing that of all preceding centur-
ies and a more satisfactory realiza-
tion of the prophetic words pro-
nounced vy the Virgin, herself; “‘all
the nations shall call me Blessed.”
The day that beheld the infallible
Church proclaim the Immaculate
Conception of Mary, the 8th Decem-
ber, 1834, will remain one of the
most celebrated days in the history
of Time.

‘“The Son’s work of Divine Love
has been accomplished, and we are
satisfied. To-day a new century is
born; throughout the entire world
should it be the century of the
Sacred Heart!

‘“Adorable Heart, may you be lov-
ed, thanked, and served as you de-
serve to be; touch all sinners and
bring them back to the path of
duty, in order that by your blessed
action all minds may return to the
union of Faith; may the laws of our
Church be respected; may peace reign
ir all our homes; may grace reign
in all our hearts. This diocese be-
longs to you; you know it; this
country is yours; keep them and pro-
tect them. Open out, O Divine Heart,
give us a refuge, and may we all
perpetually remain therein; thus will
the joys in this valley of tears be
the prelude to the unending joys of
eternity—Amen.”’

sur-

CENTURY ALLUSIONS. — In all
the five Irish Oatholic parishes of the
city appropriate allugions  were
made, on Tuesday, to the passing of
the century. The occasion furnished
a very beautiful subject for the pul-
pit, and each of the pastors deliver-
ed a few remarks that are calculat~
ed to remain fixed, like the memory
of an epoch, in the minds of their
parishioners.

RBEV. BROTHFR ARNOLD. —Who
does not know good Brother Arnold?
Every person, old and young, rich
and poor, Catholic and Protestant,

perfect health and enjoying his resi-
dence in a milder climate to his
great heart’s content. A friend of
his, in this city, received a New
Year's letter from hifl, in which he
states that he is in the enjoyment
of better health than he has had for
years, and that the mild, balmy,
snowless climate of 8t. Louis agrees
with him in every sense. The *‘True

Arnold is so well and so pleased
with his present home; and wishes

Yean‘,—endmmyn-yeqrmcome.l

—

Stome that so long has marked the

will be glad to learn that he is in

Witness,”” amongst thousands of Can-
ada’s citizens, rejoices that Brother

him a happy and. health-blessed Naw

THE IIﬂ!IGRANTﬂONE The

last restifig place of so many Irish
- | immigrants, wh

erlﬁchsuu ‘the mt of the
mthhpomtwoh..douruy
months ago, and thére is.no need of
repeating what we then wrote, es-
pecially as no one in particular
seems very interested in the affair.
All we desire to do is to draw  a
very patent lesson from the matter;
it teaches us the futility of all the
loud protestations, warmly debated
opinions and positive resolutions in
the presence of that apathy which,
like a reaction, seems to set in once
the fever-héat of the initial - move-
ment has been allowed to die out.
We trust that the change may prove
satisfactory; otherwise it would be
very regretable.

THE CHINBESE SITUATION.—The
murderer of the German representa-
tive in China has been beheaded in
the open street of the capital. The
execution was as blundering an af-
fair as could be expected, while the
friends of the assassinated Consul as
well as the officers of the Germany
army took part in the miserable
spectacle. Russia and China have
come to an understanding concerning
certain provinces of the Celestial Em-
pire. Apart from these two meagre
phrases we are not prepared to say
much about the whole affair. - The
twentieth century dawns upon a
convulsed China, it may set upon a
shattered Europe. This may be but
the beginning of the end. The great-
est menace to the world's tranquil-
ity is the fact that China is learn-
ing all the improvements in the art
of war that the Western nations pos-
sess. A week, a day, an hour may
bring some startling revelation, a
peaceful transition, or an earthquake
shock of excitement. The situation
will be carefully watched for the
future.

SOUTH ADRICA WAR.— We do
not pretend to know much about
what is now transpiring in South
Africa. To judge by Lord Roberts'
return, and Kruger’s Buropean trip,
we could simply conclude that the
situation is all changed, that war
is over, and that the Transvaal mat-
ter is settled. Yet, the daily, we
might, also state, the hourly pross
despatches detail most extraordinary
events in South Africa—extraordin-

ary in as much as the war
that was threatening in its
commencement has ‘been pro-

nounced over — still reinforcements
are needed; still political friends of
the Boer are sanguine of some ulti-
mate success, and they cheer the lit-
tle command of DeWet. What is the
meaning of all those apparent con-
tradictions? It is evident that the
war is not over, nor is it likely to
be finished for some time. We would
not be astonished to hear of another
Canadian contingent being reguested
to proceed to Cape Town. In fact,
we would be surprised at nothing,
not even at» a Boer occupation of
Cape Colony, and a renewal of all
the past year's hostilities. Why is
it, or how is it that DeWet still de-
fies and baffles the concentrated ef-
forts of the best British gemerals in
South Africa, in his erratic flights
and spasmodic advances? When we
learn that the last Boer has laid
down his arms we will consider it
timely to express an opinion upon a
subject that is beyond the power of
man to regulate.

'BIGOTRY DISAPPRARING.— In
former days, and even down to our
time; no more bigoted, anti-Catholic

Brady—late ‘chaplain of the fmle
prlqon-—-to the putor-!up of  St.
Mary’s parish, ‘in succession to the
late lamented I{'a.ther O’Donnell, still
in such matters we prefer to allow
the ofiicial statement to be made
before publishing the information
that we possess. In this instance, as
in every other one, since the advent
of Mgr. Bruchesi to the archiepisco-
pal throne, the appointment followed
almost immediately upon the crea-
tion of the vacancy. In this do we
see another of the many evidences
of His Grace’'§ administrative activ-
ity. On Bunday next Father Brady
will take official possession of his
new parish, and will preach his ini-
tial sermon at High Mass. The mem-
bers of St. Mary’s congregation will
long miss the kindly presence of Fa-
ther O'Donnell, but they will find a
deep consolation in the fact that his
guccessor is one whose noble gqual-
ities of heart and mind are certaim
to endear him to his new parishion-
ers. We wish him every posaible
blessing, at the opening of a cen-
tury, the dawning of a year, and the
commencement of his new career im
this grand field of sacerdotal activ-

ity.

REV. FATHER McDERMOTT.—It
is withs deep regret that we learm of
the illness of Rev. Father McDer-
mott, who has been acting pastor of
St. Mary's during the late Father
O’'Dommell’s illness, apd since his
death. It would seem as if Father
McDermott had taken greatly te
heart the untimely death of the mo-
ble priest and friend to whom he had
been named as assistant ; and this
shock combined with the immense
amount of work and the responsibil-
ity entailed, contributed considera-
bly to his present sickness. It is to
be hoped that a few days will see
him aguin perfectly restored to
health and strength.

REV. FATHER KIERNAN, — We
learn with great pleasure that Rev.
Father Kiernan returns to our arch-
diocese and to this eity, and that he
will replace Father Brady, as chap-
lain of the female prison. The
change from Sheenboro to Montreal
will doubtless be gratifying to Fa-
ther Kierman; his sojourn amongst
the pines of Pontiac will have serv-
ed as a builder up of energies, and
while we feel confident that he leaves
behind him many pleasant memories
and sincero friendships, still, toaman
of his well known ability, the at-
mosphere of a large centre must be
more congenial than that—pure as it
is—of the rocky regions of the Up-
per Ottawa.

——

OUR LORD'S STATUB.

From time to time we receive
many evidences of how selfish some
men become, even in the presence of
gradually accumulating millions; but
rarely have we read a mere affecting
piece of news than the following ex-
tract from a Roman letter :—

‘“In view of the SBolemn Homage to
the Divime Redeemer with which the
Catholic werld is inaugurating’ the
new century, a colossal statue of
Our Lord, of the form already ap-
proved by the ecclesiastical suthor-
ities for the purposes of this act of
devotion, is to be erected upon .a
lofty crest of the Sabine Mountains.
The selected site stands at the height
of about 4,000 feet above the sea
leve! and can be clearly distinguish-
ed from Rome, from the Campegna,
and from the Mediterranean, com-
manding also the whole tract of
country occupied by the Sabine
group. p

“The statue will be placed in close

time, there was no more big-
oted, anti-Catholic cti “of
America than the State of
M, 1, ts. As an evid of how | highest i

pr i to the little willage of
ey 1 ‘whiech b the
of the elevation

the close of the ninenteenth century
has been marked by a visible move-
ment away from the domain of pre-
Judice; we need but quoto ﬂle !ol-
lowing :

‘‘Massachusetts, | says the_ Irish
“Standard,” is gradually getting rid
of its puritanical bigotry. Philip J.
O’Connell, a Roman Catholic and the
son of Irish paren has been elect-

fact that every

city oppqsed hi
field has @

known as ‘“the. Mentorella,” being
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